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RAVELS 
Sir John Chardin. 


Can A P. I. 
07 PERSIA in General. 


7 H E Firſt Volume of my Tra- 
"1K A vels is a Journal of my Adven- 

{ uy: 'T I 0 A tures and Obſervations from 
\ BS). Paris to Iſpahan. In this Iam 
8 > going to give you a general 
3 Deſcription of Perſa, where- 
in I ſhall treat of the Nature, 

orals, and Manners of the People, and of 
tir Induſtry, in procuring for themſelves 


| the Neceſſaries of Life. 
Vol. I. = PE R. 


2 
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2 Travels of Sir JohN CHagpin, | 


"PERSIA is the greateſt Empire in the; 
World, if you confider it according to the 
Geographical Deſcription given by the Fe. 
fans ; becauſe they repreſent it to the full E 
tent of its ancient Boundaries, which are four | 
great Seas; the Black Sea, the Red Sea, the 
Caſpian Sea, and the Gulph of Perſica; with 
Six Rivers almoſt as famous as thoſe Sex, 
viz, The Euphrates, the Araxes , the Tigi 
the Phaſe, the Oxis, and the Indus. Onean 
ſcarce more preciſely point out the Limits 
of this vaſt Kingdom, which is not like the 
States of petty Sovereigns, whoſe Frontier 
are marked out with a Brook or a. Rivulet, 
or ſome little Monument of Stone. Perf 


on every ſide hath the ſpace of four or ue. Pe: 
Days Journey for its Confines, which is un- it, re 
inhabited, although the Soil is the belt u che 4 
the World in many Places, as on the Eaſtem I farthe 


and Weſtern Sides. The Perſians look upon the 2 
it to be a ſignal Token of Grandeur, to lee the 8 
theſe Countries, like ſome ſpacious Deſatt i Stee 
between great and mighty Empires; for ti of Ay, 
hinders, as they ſay, Conteſts about Limit dred 

of Dominion, and theſe uninhabited Trad {ndie. 
of Land, ſerve for Partition Walls between eſt Le 


Kingdoms, the R 

Theſe Rivers and Seas which I have («QF and f 
down here, are not at this time the Conſine and fi 
of Perſia. Its Extent is mightily ſhrank ant * i 


diminiſh d on the Side of the Red &; oof red [ 
* . 3 140 


A General Deſcription of PERSIA: 3 
Perſia has, at preſent, the Poſſeſſion of but 
a few Places in thoſe Coaſts. But the Per- 
ſan Geographers ceaſe not, however, to 
ſtretch their Empire out, in their moſt mo- 
dern Deſcriptions, as far as thoſe Bounda- 
ries, which it had of old, alledging, that 
they are ſtill in Right and Fact, the Bounds 
of their Country ; and that they are not to 
be look'd upon as abridg'd, by reaſon of 
the little Revolutions and Changes, which 
have happened on one or two Sides, be- 
cauſe they may recover what they have loſt, 
and they only want »a-Reign like that of 
fbas the Great, who liv'd but Threeſcore 
Years ago, to carry their Frontiers once 
more, as far as their ancient Limits. 

Perſia, in the Stare it was in, when I ſaw 
it, reckoning from Georgia, reaches from 
che 45th Degree of Latitude, which is the 
1 fartheſt "Extent on the North fide, as far as 
che 24th Degree along the River Indus, on 
e the Southern Side, and from the 77th De- 
ee of Longitude, towards the Mountains 
of Ararat, on the Weſt, as far as the hun- 
u dred and twelfth Degree over againſt the 
Ladies and Tartary on the Eaſt, The great- 
ei eſt Length of it is, from the River Indus to 
the River Phaſes, which is full five hundred 
and fifty Perſian Leagues, or ſeven hundred 
ne and fifty French : This is the Length of Per- 
and fe; in Breadth, it is leſs by near three hun- 
and dred Leagues, 


erſt +» B 2 The 


* * 1 


Touran, as one would ſay, on this Side the 
Names of Iran and of Touran, are frequert 
of Perſia; Key Iran, Key Touran, which 
ſigniſies King of Perſia, and King of Taria 
IJrandlocdt, and TourandoF, which is as much 
2s to ſay, the Queens of thoſe Countries 
and even to this very Day, the King of be 
Zier, Iran Medary, the Pole of Perſia. 


in Uſe in that Country. That which thy 


is, the Term Fars, which is the particula 


4 Travels of Sir Joux CHardiy, * 


The Perſians, in naming their 'Country, i — 
make uſe of one Word, which they indif. M2! 


ferently pronounce Iroun, and Iran; an an s 
*cient Term invented by the Tartars, from 
whom the Modern Perſians proceed. Then 
Hiſtories tell you, That in the Time of the 
Ninth King of Perfia, who is call d Efraſu, 
the Empire comprehended, befides what i 


contains at preſent, all the Countries be. 
tween the Caſpian Sea and China, on e 
North and Eaſtern Sides; and that thi 
Monarch of theirs, divided his unparallel{ 
Empire by the River Ox#s, calling that on 
the Weſt, Iran, and that on the North, 


River, or on that Side the River, Thee 


ly to be met with in the ancient Hiltoris 


ſia is call'd Padeba Iran, and the Great Viiſh 

This is the Modern Appellation, the mol 
frequently make ufe of in the Second Place 
Name of the Province; the Metropolis d 
which, in ancient Days, was Perſepolit, a 


which gave its Name to all the Empire, 1 
: . * ak 


—— 
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was the chief Province of the Kingdom, and 
the Seat of its Monarchs, This Word Fars, 
to ſignifie Perſia, is very ancient; and the 
Perſians ſtill call the Old Language of 
their Country, which was in uſe before the 
Days of Mabometaniſm, Saboum Fours, the 

ongue of Perſia. Several learned Men de- 
vuce the Etymology of this Term trom that 
df Pherez, which in the Hebrew and Chal- 
aick (ignifies to divide, becauſe (ſay they) 
rut, after his Conqueſts, divided the Em- 


| cauſe, under the ſecond Race of Kings, it 
| 
t 


dded likewiſe, that in the Perſcan, this 
ord ſigniſies the ſame as Fereſton to divide. 
ut the Perſians don't much care for allow. 
vg that | Etymology, which gives Babylon 
be Antiquity of Empire, above themſelves, 


dat which makes me believe this Etymo- 
gy the rather, is, that all the Kingdom, 
Dod particularly the Province which bears 
he Name of Perſia, abounds in Horſes z and 
Perſe they are thought to be the beſt 
Need in the Ward. Lenopbon lays, that 


3 Cyrus 


An.. 
— 


6 Travels of Sir JoHN CHAN DIx. 
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Cyrus was the firſt who made the Perfun; N 
good Horſemen, having given the Example 


to the Nobility, by going always on Horſe. hi 
back, and ordering all People to do ſo, who all 
could afford it; and it grew at laſt ſo com- Cal 
mon in the Country, that no Body but indi- lar 
gent People ever went on Foot. He add, WM ©" 
to confirm this Relation, that the Children 5 


in Perſia are taught three Things, to tel 1 
Truth, draw a Bow, and mount a Horſe, 1 


This is really their whole Practice to this I of 
very Day, in regard to the third Point, *%y 
Every Body, even to the Shop-keepers, go — 
on Horſeback. Each Perſon keeps his Sad. 3 
dle-Horſe; and there is ſuch plenty of Hor- For 
ſes in that Country, that before the laſt Age, iſ „be 
there was no ſuch thing as Infantry in the 4 
Perfian Armies. All their Troops conſiſted in 8 
of Cavalry: And there is no room to doubt, ig 
but that it was the conſtant Cuſtom of the 4 R: 
Perſians to be always on Horſeback, that the * 
Greet form'd their Fables of Centauri, of this 
the Szgitary, and of Perſeus. the 
The Arabians and the Turks call the Pe. cal, 
fans, Agem, and Perſia, Agemeſſaan, 4 Word ag w 
which imports a Stranger, as likewiſe 2 516 
Barbarian. It is to give you to underſtand, oy 
that the Perſians, altho Mabometars, and I ©: 
Learned and Zealous People, are not deſcen- 5 | 
ded from the Arabians, the Source of Maho ] 


metiſm, and the Fountain of all Sciences 


In the ſame Senſe as the Greel call'd all tht Nam 
| Nations 


— : has 
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Nations of the World barbarons: And it is 
in this Senſe that the Grand Seignior ſtiles 
himſelf Sultar Alaragh ve Al Agem, to ſignify 
all Nations of the World; and that they 
call the Body-Guard of his Perſon gem Og- 
lan, Sons of Barbarians, to ſignify that they 
are not Natives of Turły. I will not here 
make mention of all the other Names, which 
the ancient Books, and among the reſt the 
Holy Scriptures, give to Perſſa, ſome where- 
of are the Names of Princes, or famous and 
noted Perſonages, as that of Elam; others 
the Names of ſome Province in the King- 
dom of C#th; and others again are taken 
from thoſe that were the moſt powerful 
Towns in the Country in ancient Times, 
when there were but very few Towns in all, 
as the Name of Erec or Arac, which is found 
in the Tenth of Geneſis, a Word which fig- 
nifies a Town inhabited upon the Banks of 
a River, The Orientaliſte, and among the 
reſt the Arabians and the Perſians, call to 
this very Day all Perſia, Araken or Teraben, 
the plural Number of Arat; they divide it 
into two Parts, Arat Arab, and Arak Agem, 
as who ſhould ſay, the Towns of the Ara- 
bians, and the Towns of the Barbarians ; 
and theſe Terms are ſometitnes us'd to di- 
ſtinguiſh the Lower from the Higher Perſſa; 
the laſt of which ſtretches it ſelf even up to 
Indus, In fine, they now give three other 
Names to the . People, to wit, thoſe 
| 4 0 
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of China and of Rapheſs, when they diſcourſe in 
of their Religion, and that of Keſback, WM ha 
when they are talking of their Conqueſts, Le 
But I. will dwell no longer on this Sub H 
at preſent, becauſe I ſhall have occaſion to W Th 
treat of it hereafter. mo 

The Perſian Geographers divide the Em- ¶ cul 
pire into four and twenty Provinces, count. ¶ to | 
ting for one of them, a Country which the Wl ſpa 
Turks took from them, and have till in frot 
their Poſſeſſion. They make mention of WM Wa 
five hundred forty four conſiderable Place 
Walled Towns, Cities and Caſtles, and they 
compute that there is in Pexſ#a, ſome three 
ſcore thouſand Villages, and forty Millions 
of Souls, I will likewiſe hereafter treat of 
the Mountains, and the Rivers of the Coun» 
try, of which I ſhall content my ſelf with 
only ſaying this at preſent. There is not 
in all the World that Country which hath 
more Mountains, and fewer Rivers. There 
is not ſo much as one ſingle River that can 
carry a Boat into the Heart of the Kingdom, 
nor ſerve to tranſport Goods from one Pro 
vince to another; Thoſe which I mention 
as giving bounds to the Empire, run (trait 
along upon the Frontiers, without branch. 
ing themſelves out, and carry ing Streams 
into the Body of thoſe Territories. 

The Country of Perſia is dry, barrel, be 
mountainous, and but thinly. inhabited. IPoftiet 
ſpeak in general, the twelfth Part is 7 Moun 
3 N 


General Deſcription of PERSIA. 9 
inhabited, nor ' cultivated ; and after you 
have paſsd any great Towns. about two 
Leagues, you will meet never a Manfion- 
Houſe, nor People in twenty Leagues more. 
The Weſtern fide above all the reſt, is the 
moſt defective, and wants to be peopl d and 
cultivated the moſt of any, and nothing is 
to be met with there almoſt, but large and 
ſpacious Deſarts. This barrenneſs proceeds 
from no other Cauſe, than the ſcarcity of 
Water, there is want of it in moſt Parts of 
the whole Kingdom, where they are fore d to 
preſerve the Rain-Water, or to ſeek for it 
very deep in the Entrails of the Earth, For 
in all the Places where there is good ſtore of 
Water, the Soil is kindly, tertile, and agree- 
able: However Perſia is ina manner one 
continu'd Country of Mountains, as I have 
been ſaying. There are ſo many, that the 


. 


th great Provinces are quite full of them, as 
rc that which is on the Eaſt, and is for that 
an Wvery Reaſon by them call d Koubeſtor, that 
m, Wis to ſay, a Country of Mountains. It is in 


ro- ¶ Perſa that there are the higheſt Mountains 
nd in the Univerſe. Mount Taurut, which runs 
rait Nathwart the Kingdom, from one End of it 


ch. Ito the other, towers up in ſuch pointed Pi- 
au Inacles, that by Reaſon of their immenſe 


Height, the Tops and Summits of them are 

deyond the reach of the Eye of Man. The 

loftieſt Parts of theſe Mountains, are the 

| ounts of Ararat, in Upper Armenia K the 
ow , 


* 8 HM; N 2 * 
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Row or Chain of Mountains, which ſepz. 
rate Media from Hyrcania, that which 
is between Hyrcania, and the Country 
of the Parthians, and particularly Mount 
Damavend , the Mountains that ſeparate 
Chaldea from Arabia; thoſe which lie be. 
tween Perſia and Caramenia, where the moſt 
famous Place of all is the Mount Jaron. Ons 
of the great Defects in theſe Mountains is 
that they are all dry and Sun-burnt ; I mean 
generally ſpeaking; for there are ſome Plz 
ces where the Mountains are cover'd over 
entirely with Woods; ſuch is Kourdeſan, 
the greateſt part of which is call'd alſo upon 
that account Gergnella, that is to ſay, the 
Woody Country. But for one Woody 
Mountain that you ſhall meet with, there 
are three that bear nothing at all. But as 
L have juſt now been referring the Cauſe of 
Barrenneſs of the greater Part of Perſia, t0 
the deficiency of Water; and fince in the 
ſequel of my Diſcourſe, it may be obſerv'd, 
that I ſay, that the Perfans for Moiſtening 
Earth, make uſe of ſubterraneous Canals in 
the Earth, that run generally through the! 
Countries, where they ſtand not in need of 
Water: I am very willing to explain my {el, 
to avoid all appearance of a Contradidion, 
becauſe all which I have recited hereup®", 
as above, is exactly true. The Water is tit 
Cauſe of Fruitfulneſs in Perſfa, in all Places 

where it is to be had; and there is n 
9 gene 
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generally ſpeaking, when People will be at 
the Pains of digging for it ; but there are 
not People enough every where to look af- 
ter it, and draw up a ſufficient Quantity: 
Hence, the want of People does not proceed 
from the barrenneſs of the Soil, but the bar- 
renneſs of the Soil from the want of Peoples 
juſt in the ſame manner as it fares with the 
greateſt part of the Countries of the Ottoman 
Empire, which, altho' they are of their own 
ſelves, and by their Nature the beſt, and the 
fineſt Countries upon the Face of the Earth, 
are nevertheleſs as dry as Heaths for want 
of Hands. As for the Cauſe of the want of 
people in theſe vaſt Countries, it is very 
eaſy to comprehend. It proceeds on one 
Hand from the unmeaſurable Extent of theſe 
Monarchies, and on the other from the Ar- 
bitrary Government that is exercis d there, 
The People who are Conquer d, not being 
able to 7 2 the being Govern'd by the 
Caprice of a Foreigner, whereas they were 
before rul d by due and conſtant Laws, flow- 
Ing regularly from their own Conſtitution, 
ſhake off the Yoke as ſoon as the Conqueror 
removes two or three hundred Leagues from 
them. It was thought adviſable, in order 
to maintain their Conqueſts, to baniſh the 
better Part of them, and to tranſport the 
other into diſtant and different Climates, 
where they periſh'd little by little, like a 
ſtrange Plant, This is what the Perſfars 
ng „ have 


4 
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have practis d, as well as the Tarks for latter 
Ages. They have already remark'd in the 
Indies, which is a Country very Rich, Fruit. 
ful, and Populons, the dreadful Effects of 
this kind of Politicks; for in Proportion, as 
the Great Mogul extends his Empire, by the 
Conqueſt of Indian Kingdoms and Princi- 
palities, the People, and at the ſame time 
Plenty and Riches, decreaſe ; one may add 
to this Political Reaſon, ſome other natural 
ones, for the Depopulation of Perſia, and 
among the reſt, theſe three. Firſt, The un. 
happy Inclination which the Perſians have, 
to commit that abominable Sin againſt Na. 
ture, with both Sexes. Secondly, The im. 
moderate Luxury of the Country. The 
Women begin there to have Children be- 
times, and continue fruitful but a little 
while; and as ſoon as they get on the wrong 
Side of Thirty, they are look d upon a 
old and ſuperannuated. The Men likewiſe 
begin to viſit Women too young, and 10 
ſuch an exceſs, that though they enjoy ſeve- 
ral, they have never the more Children for it 
There are alſo a great many Women, wha 
make themſelves abortive, and take Reme- 
dies againſt growing Pregnant; becauſe 
when they have been three or four Months 
gone with Child, their Husbands take to 
other Women, holding it for an Act of 
Turpitude and Indecency, to lie with 2 
Woman gone ſo far in her Time. Tis 


Third 


* 


n * 
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Third Reaſon is, that within this laſt Cen- 
tary, a great many Perſiant, and even entire 
Families, have gone and ſettl'd in the Ja- 
dies. As they are a handſomer, wiſer, and 
more polite People, beyond all Compart- 
ſon, than the Mahometan Indians, who are 
deſcended from the Tartars, in the Country 
of Tamerlane; they all advance themſelves 
in the Indies, The Courts of the Indian 
Mahometan Kings are all fall of them, par- 
ticularly that of Colconda and Vijapour. As 
ſoon as any of them are well eſtabliſh'd, 
they ſend tor their Families and Friends, 
who go willingly where Fortune invites 
them, eſpecially into a Country, which is 
one of the moſt plentiful in the World, 
and where Cloaths and Food are ſold chea- 
per than any where elſe ſoever. They are 
not yet ſo well advis d of this in the Eaſt, 
as to forbid the Departure of their Subjects: 
Every one is at Liberty to go where he 
pleaſes, and there is no need of a Paſs, they 
„having free Egreſs out of the Kingdom 
. without it. You will likewiſe find in the 
0 P<quel of this Work, that when the Pea- 
e- Wants in ſome Places, think themſelves op- 
ſe rreſs d, they will come crying in a Body to 
by {We Gates of the Governours, and even to 
to he Gate of the King's Palace, that they 


3 
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of Will leave the Country, if they are not eas d. 
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Fe C H A P. II. | forc 
Of the CLIMATE, and of the AIR, 


Jil begin this Chapter with this Re- 
1 mark, that there is perhaps nothing more 
memorable at this time of Day, 1a the 
Writings of the Ancients, than what Nen 
phon makes young Cyrus ſpeak. The King. Air 3 
dom of my Father is ſo great, that there is mh... 
= enduring the Cold on one ſide of it, nor th Mul. . 
1 on the other. In effect, one may lay, ſe 
. ith Truth, that there is a Winter and tbe b. 
= Summer in Perſſa at the ſelf.ſame Time; forte 14 
on one Side, as on the South, there is to the 
Winter, and on the oppoſite Side there own x 
little Summer. As this Kingdom is of this ing be 
=  +rodigious Extent, it is eaſy to imagine {Mair 1, 
that the Air is different according to tit Whefor; 
Scituation of each Country. It is colen In 
even up to Chiras, which is the Capital Cor a; 
of the Province of Pera; and it is wallWMare ti 
from that City even up to the End of te palm: 
Kingdom on the Southern Side. It is di ſelves 
every where, where it is cold, but it is not d Rol 
in all Places where it is warm. It is wan Th 
and dry all along the Gulph of Perſica, red 

(oning from Caramenia to the Indus; d 
in thoſe Countries there are Places where tie. 
+leat ſtifles People, and is inſupportab | 


e ven to thoſe that are Natives, and har 
| ( nevel 
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. 5 
1 
* BF +5 , 
* 

U 
1 F 

= 


A General Deſcription of PERSIA. 15 
never been out of the Countty, They are 
forc'd to quit their Houſes, during the four 
ſultry Months of the Year, and retire to- 
wards the Mountains: And at that time; 
thoſe who are forc'd to travel in the ſcorch- 
ing Countries, meet with Villages quite de- 
ſerted, except by a few miſerable Creatures, 
that are left to take care of things, and thoſe 
who are the Archers of the Provoſts. The 
Air is not only inſupportably hot in theſe 
Maratime Provinces, but alſo very unhealth- 
ful, and the People who are not accuſtom d 
it, ſeldom fail of falling ſick, by reaſon of 
the badneſs of the Air, in the exceſs of 
he Heats, and it frequently proves mortal 
o them, All this I know too well, by my 
yn Experience, and to my own Coſt, hav- 
ing been infected my ſelf by this malignant 
Air, by reaſon of my not going from thence 
defore the Month of May, and ſo I fell into 
an Indiſpoſition, that I could not ſhake off 
or a good while. The Places for Retreat 
are the Valleys, the Mountains, and the 
Palm:Tree-Woods, but theſe Woods them- 
elves are not lookd upon to be very 
Ew hbolſome, | 
vs The ſultry Air of Perſia is ſtill more un- 
A wholſome, where it is attended with Moi- 
ture and Dampneſs, as it is along the Caſ- 
pran-Sea, and eſpecially in that part which 
counted to be the ancient Comiſena, and 
Wick they call Mazenderan, which is very | 

| ike 
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like our European Climate. To ſpeax N ere 


yellow, more defective in their Make, mot 
weakly and ſickly than ever I ſaw in any 


8 
3 — 


the Truth on't, the Country is in that pay Wl the 
admirably fine, from OZober, even till My, of 
I was there in the Month of February, it Ming 


. which time I was in a mannercharm'd, and bred 


inchanted with it; for the whole Country Min tf 
is nothing but one continued Guarden, or 
a perfect kind of Paradiſe, as the Perſan: 
call it. The Cauſways and Highways ap- 

ar like ſo many Alleys of Orange-Tree, 

rder'd on either fide with fine Parterre; 
and flowery Gardens, I have there alſomet 
with excellent Fruits, much of the (ame 
kind with ours, and of as delicate a Taſte and 
Flavour as any we have in Europe. The 
Wine is good, and there is Plenty of it; 
Plenty of good Game ; but particularly 
Wild-Boars, the fineſt in the whole World, 
But by obſerving the Countenances, andthe 
Complexions of the Inhabitants, I could 
eaſily perceive, that it muſt be the wol 
Air thatcould be; for the People are more 


other part whatſoever. This Country ol 
Mazenderan was almoſt grown a Deſert, by 
reaſon of the bad Air, before Abas the Greats 
Time: But that Prince, a mighty Conquerof, 
and a vaſt Politician, tranſported tht 
ther a prodigious number of People from 


Armenia, and Georgia, as well to depopiWiies, fi 


late thoſe Countries, where the Tyrks came ere at f 
he ' every Vol. x, 
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every Year to encamp and make War againſt 
them, as becauſe he believ'd that Soil to be 
of more Significancy and Importance, ſee- 
ing among other things, that the Silk. Worms 
bred very kindly, and came to Perfection 
in thoſe Parts, His Mother, who was 
of Mazenderan, which might of conſe. 
quence be called his native Country, in 
as much as it producd the Perſon who 
pave him his Being, ſollicited him on the 
other hand, to People again the Place, to 
hich he ow'd his Birth. He tranſported 
dither thouſand Families of Chriſtians, 
migining that they would be very fruitful 
nd increaſe there mightily . 1: — 00 he, 
erfe right Country for the Chriftans it 
tay with Wine gs Hog's- Fleſh, 1 
mgs which they mightily like ; they love 10 
to Sea, and they will traffu k with their Bro- 
vers the Muſcovites, by the Caſpian” Sea, 
Ibas caus'd Towns to be built, and magni: 
ent Palaces to be erected, in ſeveral Pla- 
s of that Country, and all this to encou- 
ige the Increaſe of the Colony ; but the 
alignity of the Air was ſo croſs to his 
feligns and Projects, though laid and carried 
with the utmoſt Care and Diligence, that 
hen I was at Mazerderan with the Court 
out forty Years ago, the number of 
hriſtians was reduc'd to four hundred Fa- 
lies, from the thirty thouſand that were 
"Te at firſt, as I was very credibly inform'd. 
Vol. . C The 
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The Biſhop of Ferackbad, a good old 4. MW. 
menian Prelate, who was well enough ac act 
quainted with the Country, told me fre. for 
quently, that if it was not for the Fertility Cle: 
of the Soil, which draws the Neighbour. ſeld 
ing People thither, the whole Country 
would be left like a Deſart, by reaſon of cab 
the Unwholſomeneſs of the Air ; for about 
the end of April, they find it neceſſary t 
retreat to the Mountains, which are about 
five and twenty or thirty Leagues off, and 
to leave the Brooks and the Rivulets by 
reaſon of the inſupportable Heats, which 
even dry up large and deep Rivers, inſo- 


much, that all the Summer-time long tber © 
is none other but the worſt Water in the, , a 
Earth to be had. During my ſojourning,” * 
there, I found ſo prodigious a Dampneſs , 
the Air, that only hanging out a piece dl Td, 
Linnen over Night, I have ſeen it drop. . 
the Morning, when no Rain has fallen " t 
I muſt add to this Deſcription, that the 0 en 
Air on the Coaſts of the Caſpian Sea | 320 * 
accounted ſo bad, that it is look d up 2 
as a Diſgrace for any Perſon to be H n 
thither in Commiſſion, And when the Kiny 4 the 
makes any Perſon Governor of Guia . 
which is the moſt conſiderable and profitadk . 7 
Poſt, that an Intendant can have, the of * 
inquire one of another, Has he kill Ii 
robb d any Body, that he is ſent Governor , 1 W 
Guilan? Ruſt is there ſo ſudden and Y \ "gp 
14 1 5 


1 


active, that I have ſeen Arms ruſted within 
four Hours after they have been oild and 
clean d. Hence the People of the Country 
ſeldom carry any other Arms than Hatchets, 
becauſe the Ruſt faſtens the Swords in their 
Scabbords, and their Bows are by the Moi- 
ſture, render'd very ſoft and ſlack. Here- 
upon they recount the following Story ; 
That a Courier being one Day arriv'd from 

azenderan, at Iſpahan, arm'd with a Bow 
and Sabre, a young Lord that was at Court 
t his firſt Arrival there, happening to take 
his Bow into his Hand, to make a Trial of 
t, as it is uſual among them to do, found it 
d (lack, that he ſaid, ſmilling to him, 

bat is this Moun fieur Courier, you have 4 
bow a Child can bend? That may be, my 

ord, reply'd he, but if you are ſo very ſtrong, 
raw out my Sabre. He meant, to ſignify by 

is, that the ſame Dampneſs which had. 


Y acken'd the Bow-ſtring had faſten'd his 
u bre in the Scabbord. 

However, as there are no Countries elſe 
% d damp on the ſide of the Caſpian Sea, but 
rink the contrary, the other Places are 
lo moſt all of them dry to the laſt degree; 
Fg ie may, generally ſpeaking, ſay, that the 
1 of Perſia is dry, its Drought proceeding 
m the few Rivers and Lakes that are to 
7 met with in the whole Extent of that vaſt 
om; and one may, with equal Truth, 


þ 


W*dze, that that Air is good, pure and 
G2 


whol- 


PR 
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wholſome. Such it is in all the Inlands of MW wi 
the Kingdom; which is plainly to be ſeen WM pr 
by the healthful Complexion of the People, I! 
who are ſtrong, robuſt and ſanguine, and alt. 
commonly enjoy a conſtant Series of Health Sur 
and a good Diſpoſition of Body. As to its N aril 
Frontiers, there are none but the Countries an 
I have been ſpeaking of, that are unhealth- the 
ful, and where the Air is contagious during Nig 
the Heats of the ſultry Seaſon, on: 

The Air being dry, as I have been ſaying, Col. 
it follows of courſe that Perſia cannot be very 
much ſubject to Rain: It is ſeldom Rainy 
Weather there, eſpecially in the Summer 
time, and in the Heart of the Kingdom; 
and at that Time you will ſcarce fee ſo 
much as a little Cloud hanging in the Air, 
but all is calm and ſerene to Admiration. 
If in the Evening you ſhould lay a Sheet of 
Paper in the Air, you will find it in the 
Morning as dry as you left it. Neither the 
Leaves on the Trees, nor the Herbage on 
the Ground, have the leaſt Moiſture it 
them. It is remark'd in ſome Countries, & 
in that, namely, of Loureſton, the Capital 
City whereof is Hamadan, which was tit 
Ancient Suſa, that the very Sweat of humm Air (; 
Bodies is ſuppreſs'd and repuls d by ti 
Drought; whereas at Babylon and in Gr 
menia, it runs pouring off the Body like W 
ter through a Sieve. Hence they have tabeſnot to 


further notice of two natural Effects it J liven 
ee | 


um 


H CLIMATE N GG 


WY which are very different, but equally ſur- 
i Prizing: The Firſt is, That in the Provinces 
have been naming, and in many others 
altbo the Air is quite clear from | 
LbSommer- long, yet in the Evening Winds 
Wy ariſe, which refreſh the Climate, and laſt till 
an Hour and an half before 
theſe are uſually ſo freſh an 
Night. time, that one muſt be fore d to put 
on 2 great Coat to guard one againſt the 


Cold. The Second Effect it has, is, that 
altho' at other Seaſons of the Ye 


eeaſe, fo far as not to be perce 


ay pro- 

eeed from ſome other Cauſe. Ther f 
an exquiſite Beauty in the Air of Pe 
l can neither forget it my el 
e wentioning it to every body: 
1 


» than they are in our thick 
Eur 


opean Climates. And in thoſe 
Ountries, the Goodneſs and vi 


Air ſpreads and diffuſes it ſe] 


the 
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the Body, and how happily it influences the fo 
Diſpoſition of the Mind; of which 1 ſhall am 
have occaſion to make ample Mention in W wt 
the ſequel of my Diſcourſe. - I ſhall here litt 
only juſt ſet down one Remark more to W yp, 
make my Reader have a true Idea and juſt the 
Senſe of the Goodneſs and Purity of the WM Fro 
Perſian Air, in moſt parts of the Country, the 
and amongſt others at 1ſpahan : There is no WM whi 
need of ſtopping the Bottles, any further 
than juſt to hinder the Wine from running 
out: For this they make uſe of a Flower, as 
a Pink or a Roſe, and put in the Mouth of 
the Bottle inſtead of a Cork, and after they 
have poured any part of it out, they never 
ſtop it afterwards. The Remnant of a bot. 
tle that has been uncork'd for four and twen 
ty Hours, and which one would think ſhould 
evaporate and pall, is ſo very little alterd 
that tis ſcarce to be perceiv'd. 

The common Variation of Times and Ser- 
ſons, to ſpeak in general, and above all in 
the Heart of the Kingdom, are after the fol 
lowing manner: The Winter begins in N. 
vember, and continues pretty harſh and vio 


derati 
a Sum 
it is u 


lent even till March, with Froſt and Snow, Wy wa 
which fall in great Flakes among the Moun Where 
tains, but do not come down in ſo greit Wand th 


ale 5 

it Par; 
loſen 
dave k. 


Quantities, among the Plains and regulat 
Champain Countries. There are Mountain 
three Days Journey diſtant from Iſpaban, ol 
the Welt-ſide, that are cover'd by the a” 

| | g 
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for eight Months together. They ſay, that 
among the Snow, you will meet with little 
white Worms, about the bigneſs of one's 
little Finger, that move up and down lively 
upon the Surface of it, and if you craſh 
them, they are colder than the Snow it ſelf. 
From the Month of March to that of May, 
the Winds are very high, the coming of 
which is a certain ſign that Winter is quite 
gone. From May till September, the Sky is 
ſerene, being refreſhd by the Winds that 
blow in the Night, and juſt at the cloſe of 
the Evening, and opening of the Morn. And 
from September to November, the Winds are 
juſt the ſame as in the Spring of the Year. Her 
you muſt obſerve, that during the Summer, in 
the Countries we are ſpeaking of, the Nights 
are about ten Hours long, and there is but 
| Wittle Twy-light ; which join'd to the con- 
ſtant Freſhneſs and Sharpneſs of theſe Night- 
Winds ſerves very much to moderate the 
Heat of the Days: Inſomuch that in Conſi- 
„ Woeration of the Warmth, I had rather paſs 
„Summer at Iſpahan than at Paris : For if 
0- Wit is warmer there by Day-time, the Day, 
I, Wy way of Amends, is ſo much the ſhorter. 
There are divers Remedies againſt the Heat, 
at and the Night is always ſure to bring a freſh 
lat Pale; whereas there are Nights frequently 
in et Paris that ſtifle one almoſt with Heat and 
onCoſeneſs. On ſome Days in Summer, 1 
» dave known the Sun and Air ſo hot at Parts, 
0 C 4 


y 
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from Twelve till Three in the Afternoon, la 
that the late Mr. Benner and my ſelf both ni 
agreed, that it was not warmer at Iſpab, th 
nor even the Indies. I will ſpeak more at I ref 
large of the Air of this Metropolis of tha 
Perſia, in the following Parts of this haf 
Work, when I come to give a particular be 
Deſcription of that famous City. All that for 
I ſhall ſay more of it in this Place is, that furi 
the Air is dry there to the laſt degree, to WM do 
which I don't know whether one may pro- 
perly impute the Reaſon, rhat dead Bodies, 
as well Animal as Human, always ſwell, 
within an Hour after they are dead, tobe 
half as big again as they naturally are. And 
another Thing which is very different, that 
the Conclufion of almoſt all Diſeaſes, ſh 
it ſelf in a great and painful Swelling ot the 
Legs, and which takes up a long time before 
one can get over it. 

Perſia is rarely expos d to Tempeſts, ot 
Earthquakes; there is very ſeldom any 
Thunder and Lightning, or other Meteors; 
the Matter and Compoſition whereof ariſes 
from Vapours, becauſe the Air is ſo dry, à 
I have already ſaid : It only Hails now a00the p 
then in the Spring; and as, at that Tim ¶Dece 
the | Harveſt is pretty far advanc'd, thoſe | 
Storms of Hail make terrible Havock and the P 
Waſte among the Corn, The News of thi 
never fails of coming where the Court 3 

for they ſend out of thoſe Countries * c : 
| 110 


© 
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laid waſte by the Hail, Deputies to the Mi- 
niſters of State, to deſire an Abatement of 
their Taxes; and thoſe Deputies always 
repreſent the Damage to be much greater 
than it really is. As to Earthquakes, they 
happen very ſeldom in Pera. I would here 
be underſtood always to except Hircania; 
for they are on the contrary, frequent and 
furious there, eſpecially in Spring z but they 
do nothing but frighten and terrify the Peo- 
ple, and very ſeldom have any Tragical 
Effects. For the other Phænomena, they are 
likewiſe very ſeldom to be ſeen in Perſia, 
particularly the Rainbow ; becauſe there is 
rot abundance of watery Matter to compoſe 
Wi. You may ſee ſometimes on a Summer's 
Night, little glimmering Streaks and Rays, 
e Wthat ſhoot athwart the obſcure Parts of the 
Air, and look like falling Stars. Theſe kind 
of Exlialations, like firing of Squibs and 
Rockets, fall ſometimes ſtrait downwards, 
ſometimes obliquely, and ſeem to leave be- 
hind them little Streaks of Smoak, or black 
Vapours, which are nothing perhaps but 
Haloes or Heats round about the Moon ; and 
the principal Planets, which the Eye, by a 
Deception of Sight, takes to be Smoak. I 
uſt add, that the Clearneſs and Serenity of 
uche Perſian Air, is ſo great, that the Stars 
alone give Light enough, for Perſons to tra · 
vel by, and know one-another. 


The 


= — _ * - 
a — 
- 1 — 
— — ha - _ 
— - 


— — — —— — 


— = 
„ vb. 
— 

. 


S 
- 4 8 — 5 
1 Fans 
2 
— — — - - — — 5 < 
— 7 0 5 S XC" 
— 2 _ _—_— i . 233 — 
. > -— = — Pg * . 
— ————— -:- — — ——_—_— 
— . = . 


26 A General Deſcription of PERSIA, 
The Winds of Perſia ſeldom riſe ſo high of 
as to come to the degree of a Hurricane, and of 
are not frequently Stormy and Tempeſtuons MW lon 
But there are ſome which are Mortal, and hin 
rage with extreme Violence along the Gulph 
of Per/ia; they call theſe deadly peſtiforous 
Storms, bad Sammoun, that is to ſay, the 
Winds of Poiſon : But upon the Spot, where 
thoſe Storms happen, they call them Samy!, 
2 Word composd of Tel, which ſignify 
Wind in the Txrk:þ Tongue, and Sy 
which fignifies Poyſon in Arabick. It riſes 
only between the 1th of June, and the 
1th of Auguſt, which is the Time of the 
exceſſive Heats near that Gulph. That 
Wind runs whiſtling through the Air, it 
appears red and inflam'd, and kills and blaſts 
the People; it ſtrikes in a manner, as if it 
ſtifled them, particularly in the Day time, 
Its ſurprizing Effects is not the Death it (elf, 
which it cauſes ; what's moſt amazing is, 
that the Bodies of thoſe who die by it, ate, 
as it were, diſſolved, but without loſing their 
Figure or Colour ; inſomuch that one would 
only take them to be afleep ; but if you 
take hold of any piece of them, the Patt 
remains in your Hand. In the Year 1674, 
a Chatir, or Footman, named Mahamet Aly, 
who had been in my Service, returning from 
Baſra to Ormut, (during the time of theſe 
Winds that are ſo violent and mortal) with 


a Packet of Letters, found another F — 
0 
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of his Acquaintance, who had the Charge 
of a Packet of Letters too, lay ſtretched a- 
long in the middle of the Road ; he thoughe 
him to be aſleep, and pull'd him by the 
Arm to awake him; he was very much ſur. 
prizd to find the Man's Arm in his — 
and afterwards taking him hold in ſeveral 
other Parts, that his Hands were buried ag 
it were in ſo much Duſt. In the Year 1675, 
ic the Month of May, a little Portugue 
Squadron being come to the Port of Congue, 
about three Days Journey from Ormus, 
to get their Cuſtoms paid, which the Par- 
ugueſe pretended to be their Due, they ar- 
elted the Ships that were returning from 
ca, full of Perfian Paſſengers, and de- 
ain d them till the Month of July, at which 
ime, thoſe poor People haſtning to get 
put of the bad Air of that Country, ſeveral 
periſhed in the Manner I have mention'd, 
deing catched in the way by the Wind. As 
oon as one finds this terrible Wind coming, 
ybich riſes with a Vehemence like a Whirl- 1 
vind ; the only Remedy againſt it is, to 10 
over one's Head up cloſe, and throw one's by | || 
elf upon one's Belly to the Ground, and Il 
| | 


Ie with one's Face preſs'd into the Duſt of 1 
de Earth, till ſuch time as the Whirlwind | | 


paſt, and that laſts, as I have been told, 
dout a quarter of an Hour. 


CHAP. 


\ On AN III. 
Of the SOIL. 


I Muſt fay of the Soil of Perſe, as Idid o Is 

the Air; That Kindom being for its big. ſay 
neſs, a litle World, part whereof is burnt wate 
with the heat of the Sun, while the other ons. 
part is frozen over with Cold. It is impoſ- WF occa 


ſible but that there ſhould be ſtrange Vati. the 
ties and Alterations in the Nature of the WW read 
Soil: But Perſia is, generally ſpeaking, a WM be ſe 
barren Country, as I have obſerv'd already; WW Emp 
and the Tenth part of it is uncultivated, | WM that 
have likewiſe remark d before, that Perſa i ¶ crou 
the moſt Mountainous Country in the Un ſrang 
verſe, and moſt of its Mountains barren and 
dry to the laſt degree, conſiſting generally by ar 
of bare Rocks without any Trees or Grils Cin 
But there are here and there between the Wot th 
Mountains, Valleys and Plains, that at Treat 
more or leſs fruitful, and more or lely + Weoine * 
greeable, according to their Scituation and where 
Climate. The Soil is gravelly and ſton great 
in ſome Places ; in others, it conſiſts of ¶ ching 
white Clay, that is as heavy and as hard # 
the Stone itſelf. But both in one and tht 
other it is ſo dry, that if the Peoplt 
don't water their Lands, they will pit 
duce nothing, not ſo much as Graſs. It . 


not altogether an entire want of wo . 
» . . Ca * 


* 
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becauſe there is not enough of it. It ſcarce 
rains at all during Summer, and in Winter 
the Sun is ſo hot, and ſo drying for the 
five or ſix Hours that it is high in the Hori- 
zon, that the Land muſt be water d from 
time to time. But on the contrary one may 
ſay, that in every Place where they are 
water'd, they are fruitful in their Producti- 
ons. Thus it is the Scarcity of Water that 
occaſions the Barrenneſs ; and after all, it is 
the Deficiency of Inhabitants, as I have al- 
ready remark'd, which cauſes the Water to 
be ſo ſcarce, there being not in that vaſt 
Empire, the twentieth part of the Hands 
that are neceſſary to occupy and manure the 
Ground with any Eaſe. A Man would be 
ſtrangely ſurpriz'd in Perſia, who went thi- 
ther prepoſſeſs d with the Ideas given of it 
by ancient Authors, particularly Arian, and 
Quintus Curſius ; for to read their Accounts 
ot the Luxury, Effeminacy, Delicacy, and 
e Treaſures of the Perſians, one would ima- 
„sine 'twas a Country made up of Gold, and 
where the Conveniencies of Life were in 
great Plenty, and to be had for little or no- 
thing. But whoever comes there, finds it 
quite otherwiſe : However there is n doubt 
to be made, but that Perſia has been one of 
the moſt opulent, and ſumptuous Countries, 
as thoſe Authors have reported it. becauſe 
the Holy Scripture confirms it. What wa 

* there to reconcile theſe viſible and ſeem- 


ing 
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ing Contradictions? This I will do with- 
without much difficulty, by relating two 
Things, which I have found out to be the 
Cauſes of this ſtrange Alteration. The firſt 
proceeds from the difference of their Reli- 
gion; the ſecond atiſes from the difference 
of the Government. The Religion of the 
Ancient Perſians, who were Ignicoles, ot 
worſhippers of Fire, lay'd upon them the 
ſtricteſt Engagements to cultivate the Land; 
for according to their Maxims, it was a pi- 
ous and meritorious Action, to plant a Tree, 
to water a Field, and to make a barren ſpot 
of Earth yield Fruit; Whereas the Philo- 
ſophy of the Mahometans, tend only to the 
enjoying the Things of this World, while 
one is in it, without having any more te- 
gard to it than a High- way, through which 
one is to paſs quickly. The Government of 
thoſe Ancient People, was likewiſe more 
Juſt and Adequate. The Rights of Propric- 
tors to their Lands and Goods, were invio- 
lably Sure and Sacred. But at preſent the 
Government is Deſpotick and abſolutely 
Arbitrary, What moreover induces me to 
believe, that all I have read of Perſia in thoſe 
Ancient Times is true, and that it was be- 
yond compariſon, more Fertile and Popu- 
lous than it is at preſent, is, from taking 2 
Review of what it has come to within theſe 
Sixſcore Years, from the beginning of* the 


Reign of Abas the Great. He was a] = 
| Ezqui - 
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Equitable Prince, and all bis Endeavours had 
this one Tendency, to render his Kingdom 
flouriſhing, and bis People happy. He found 
bis Empire all torn to Pieces and Ufſurp'd, 
and the greateſt part of it Impoveriſh'd and 
pillag d. But it is ſcarce to be believ'd, 
what Effect his good Government had, 
throughout his Dominions. Io give the 
Reader but barely one ſingle Inſtance of it; 
He brought into the Capital City a Colony 
of Armenians, who were a Laborious and In- 
duſtrious People, and had nothing in the 
World when they came there ; but in the 
ſpace of thirty Years they grew ſo exceed - 
ing Rich, that there were above threeſcore 
Merchants among them, who, one with ano- 
ther, were worth from an hundred thouſand 
Crowns, to two Millions, in Money and 
Merchandize. As ſoon as that Great Prince 
ended this Life, the Proſperity of Perſſa 
ended likewiſe. The People began by lit- 
tle and litle to go over to the Indies, during 
the two ſucceeding Reigns ; and at length, 
in the Reign of Soliman, which began in 
1667, their Wealth and their Plenty were 
found to be exceſſively diminiſhed. The 
firſt time that I came to Perſe, was in the 
Year 1665, in the Reign of Abas the Second, 
and my laſt in the Year 1667, during the 
Government of Soliman his Son. Counting 
irom that time to this, the Riches ſeem'd to 
be half diminiſh'd, within ſo little an _ 
| va 


| 
| 
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quickly find it appear again in all its Ancient 
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val as twelveYears time only. Even the Coin 
itſelf was alter d; there was no ſuch thing I 
as good Silver to be ſeen. The Grandees MW co: 
being impoveriſh'd, exacted upon the peo Ml of 
ple, and peel'd them of their Fortunes. The Nat a 
People to ward againſt the Oppreſſions of Nat 
the Great, were become Cheats and Shar. WW Par 
ers; and from thence all the ill tricking WW Pen 
Ways that could be, were introduc'd into and 
the Art of Trade and Commerce. There 
are too many Examples throughout the 
World, which ſhew, that even the Fertility hear 
of the Soil, and the Plenty of a Country Cara 
depends on the good Order of a juſt and fot th 
moderate Government, and exactly reg. a. 
ted according to the Laws. If Perſia was iithere, 
inhabited by Turks, who are ſtill more (ſloth: WWDiffict 
ful, and leſs engag'd in the things of this 
Life, than the-Perſans and cruelly ſevere in 
their manner of Government, it would be 
ſtill more barren than it is; whereas, if i 
was in the Hands of the Armenians, or of 
thoſe People call'd Irgricoles, one ſhould 


Glory and Primitive Splendor. 

To return to the Soil of Perſa: It is how: Wy Sha 
ever with theſe Defe&s, as good in ſom! cer! 
Places as any Soil can be; as for Example, (ual; 
in Armenia in Media, in Iberia, in Hyre« 
nia, in BaFria, which are called at preſent, he Tre 
the Provinces of Coraſſon and Cand abar, in 


the Country of K „which is between 
ry oureſton, w e Vo 
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Perſia and Arabia. In the Year 1669, when 
I was in that Province, they gave an Ac- 
count to my Servants at an Inn, of the Price 
of things in the following manner. Barnley 
at a Denier and a half a Pound, the Bread 
at four Deniers, (a Denier being the 12th 
Part of a French Penny) good Mutton for a 
Penny, Pullets for Two pence Half- penny, 
and large Turkeys for Four- pence. One may 
eafily judge what all theſe were worth to 
the Peaſant at firſt Hand. However, I have 
heard of better Pennyworths by half at 
Candahar : But on the contrary, the Borders 
of the -Gulph of Perſia, and the Deſart of 
Caramenia, are more barren, Cattle are ſcarcer 
there, and every thing is got with greater 
dificulty and Expence. 


Cain. 


Of the Trees, Plants, and Druggs. 


„ball treat in the following Chapter con- 
me cerning thoſe kind of Trees, which are 
le, Iually diſtinguiſh d by the Name of Fruit- 
ca recs. As to what regards the other ſort ; 
nt, be Trees that are moſt common in Perſia, 
in re the Plantave, the Willow, the Fir, the 
cn Nell, which the Arabians call Seder, and 
fia Vol. I, D | the 
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the Perſians Conar, from whence the Word 
Cornus evidently proceeds; and from that, 
in Exgliſpb we come to call it the Cornell. 
Tree. The Perſians hold, that the Plantar 
hath anatural Virtue in it againſt the Plague, 
and all other Infections of the Air; and 
they affirm, that they had no more Con. 
tagion at I aban, their Methropolis, after 
they had planted them every where round 
about, as they did in the Streets, and Gar- 
dens: Several other Towns of Perſia ar: 
ſtock'd with theſe Trees, and particularly 
that of Chiras. 

The Tree which bears the Gall- Nu i 
common in ſeveral Parts of Perſia; but pu. 
ticularly in the Province of Coureſion, where 
they grow in whole Rows together, 

The Trees that bear the Gum, the Myfick, 
and Inſence,lie ſcatter d up and down thedit- 
ferent Parts of the Country, in great Quan- 
tities. The Tree which produces Frantin 
cenſe, and very much reſembles in its Form 
and Make, a great Pear-Tree, grows in à 
more eminent Manner, in the Deſart ot 
Caramenia, upon the Mountains You maj 
likewiſe find there, and in many other Plz 
ces, the Turpentine-Tree, the Almond Tr, 
and the wild CHeſuut. 

The Tree that bears Marra, is likewile 
to be met with there. There are ſeverll 
ſorts of Manna in Perſia, the belt is of 4 


yellowiſh Colour, a large courſe Grain, and 
- codes 
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comes from Nichapour, a Country of Bacłri- 
ang. There is another ſort call d the Ta- 
marich, becauſe the Tree from which it 
drops, is call'd the Tarmerisk, They grow 
in great Quantities, in the Province of Son- 
ſfiana ;, eſpecially round about Daurac, a 
Place by the Gulph of Perſica which is the 
Aracas of Ptolmomy. The third ſort of Men- 
14 that I have taken notice of is Liquid; 
they gather it about [spahan, from a kind 
of Trees that are of a bigger Size than a Ta. 
eri, the Rind of which is bright and 
ſhining, The Leaves of this Tree do in 
Summer drop this Liquid Manna, which 
they pretend is not Dew, but the Sweat 
of the Tree congeal'd upon the Leaf, 
In the Morning you may ſee the Ground 
that lies under it perfectly fat, and greaſy 
with it. It is made uſe of in Remedies, 
the ſame with the Manna of Tamerish, and 
tis as ſweet as the reſt. | 

There are two kinds of little Trees or 
1 2 Shrabs in Pera, that are very remarkable 
ei for the dreadful Qualities and Properties 
may WF that belong to them. Both the one and the 
Plz WF other grow in the Deſarts of Caramenia, 
re, near the Gulph of Perſica; the firſt is call'd 
bad Samour, that is to ſay, the Flower 
wile which poiſons the Wind. The Arabians 
cralWoive it the Name of (Harb, it bears a ſort of 
f Lewbriches, full of tart and eager Milk, 
andes thick as Cream. It is averr'd, that 
— .* D 2 
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in the Places where many 'of theſe Shrubs 
grow together, the Wind in the moſt ſultry 
Seaſon of the Year, paſſing thro' theſe Trees, 
receives a deadly and mortal Quality, and 
kills all thoſe; who breath in it, or 
whom it blows upon with any Violence, 
The other little Tree or Shrub, is call 
Kerzebre, a Name that ſignifies Aſſes-Gall, 
or the Poiſon of an Aſs; and to which 
they attribute all that's bitter and mortal ; 
becauſe an Aſs, as they account in the Eq, 
is a Beaſt of the moſt vigorous and health 
ful Conſtitution ; or becauſe Aſſes, and 
other Domeſtick Animals, that eat any of that 
Shrub, die in a little time after. They ſay 
likewiſe, that the Water which waſhes the 
Root. or Trunk of that Tree, is Death to 
any Body. The Trunk of it is about the 
Bigneſs of one's Leg, and the Branches not 
ſo big asone's Arm, and it commonly grows 
to the Height of about ſix Foot. The Rind, 
which is generally pretty thick, is greeniſh, 
the Leaves are rather round than oval, with 
a Point at the End. This Tree beats! 
Flower, almoſt like our ſingle Roſe, and is dt 
a Fleſh Colour, lihe a Bryar-Roſe z which 
is I believe the Reaſon why the Greeks bave 
given this Tree the Name of Rododendron. 
The Arabians call it likewiſe as the Perſfans 
do, the Gall of Aſſes, and alſo F 
The ſay, that it is the Nerium of the 
Herbaliſts; which in French is call'd Rae 
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and is treated of in all the Herbals of that 
Country. | Sh go 
The Herbage grows very kindly in Per- 
fa, particularly thoſe that we call the Fine 
Herbs, which have a wonderful good Scent. 
The Roots, Greens, and Roman Letuce that 
grow there, are larger, of a finer Colour, 
and better Taſted, than in any Country of 
the World. They eat them raw, like Fruit, 
without perceiving any Harſhneſs or Tart- 
neſs in them. The Europeans have found 
by Experience, that our Greens come to a 
great Perfection in Perſia; and it is certain, 
the Perſians would have greater Plenty of 
them, and better than we, if their Reli- 
gion put them upon manuring them, as car- 
fully as they doin other -Countries, where 
Fleſh is forbid ſo many Days in the Year. 

Perſia is a perfect Country for Phyſicial 
Druggs. Beſides the Manna that comes 
from thence, which J have ſpoken of, there 
grows Caſſia, Senna, Antimony, with which 
almoſt all the Fields are cover'd over, and 
Fenu Grecum. They call this Simple Kam- 
balack, which is the Perſſan Name for great 
Tartary ; becauſe they ſay it Originally 
came from thence. Nax Vomica grows like- 
wiſe almoſt every where, of the breadth of 
65 a Five-· Penny Piece, and the Thickneſs of 
te two Crowns, cover'd with a ſmooth Skin. 
: The Gu Armonick, which the Perſcans call 
i © for, is very plentiful in the Confines of 
» 8 Parth:- 
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Parthida, towards the South. | They take it 
out of a Plant which reſembles the Stalk of i 
an Artichoke. There is alſo in the fame Pla. I 
ces, and in all the Territories of paban, 3 ti 
Plant which we in Europe are not acquainted g 
with, and which is like the Spaniſh Thiſlle, Cc 
they call it Livas ; the Taſte is ſomewhat MW Jr 
ſoweriſh, and very agreeable ; it is at its da 
growth in the Spring, which is the proper th 
Seaſon for it. The Perſan Herbaliſts call MW th 
it Rivendayvonz, as much as to ſay, Hoſe up 
Rhubarb, becauſe they uſe it to purge WM gr: 
the Beaſts. They hold it to be a kind of WM Th 
Baſtard Rubarb, and the Rubus Arabicus of Soc 
our Herbaliſts. The Rhubarb grows in ( Wil ! 
raſſon, which is the ancient Sagdiana. The 
beſt. comes out of the Country of the 
Eaſtern Tartars, who are between the Cafe 
pian Sea and China, The one and the o- 
ther is call'd Rivend-Tchini, the Rhubarb of 
China. They eat Rhubarb in Coraſſon, as we 
do Red. Beet, and it grows there juſt in the 
fame Manner. 

The other remarkable Plants of Perf 
are firſt, the Poppy ; for tho' there are Plenty 
of Poppies in other Countries, yet they have 
in no other Place ſo much Juice, and ſo 
ſtrong, as they have there. This Plant! 
four Foot high, its Leaves very white, 
is ripe in the Month of June, and they then 
extract the Juice from it; they ſlice it in the 


Head, and the Perſians by way of Super- 
. ſtition, 
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ſtition, always make twelve Slices of it, 
in Memory of the twelve Inant, three 
Inciſſions one juſt by another, all at one 
time, with a little Bill, that has three Ed- 
ges, like the Teeth of a Comb. There 
comes out of it a kind of viſcous or thick 
Juice, which they gather together at the 
dawn of Day, before the Sun appears; and 
this is ſo ſtrong, that the People who ga- 
ther it together ſeemlike dead People, taken 
up out of their Graves, being livid, mea- 
gre and trembling as if they had the Palſie. 
There is ſomething that happens when one 
goes near thoſe who bruiſe it, and prepare 
it for drinking, which I ſhall let you know 
in the Sixteenth Chapter. This Hamour or 
Fume, gets into their Heads, and freezes up 
the whole Body. They make this Juice up 
into Pills, and in Proportion as it iſſues out, 
and the Head of the Poppy is drier and 
drier, it grows black, and ſo do the Seed 
and Stalk likewiſe. The Perſians call the 


Juice Afionn, from whence our Word Opium 
is deriv'd. The beſt in the Kingdom is 
made in the Canton of Liaj an] fix Leagues 
from Iſpaban, where the Fields ar all co- 
verd over with Poppies. The Bakers 
ſprinkle the Seed of them upon the Bread, 
auſe it is a provocative to Sleep, which 
they look upon to be very wholſome after 
Meals; and the lower ſort of People eat 
the Seed between Meals. There are ſome 
D 4 who 
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who hold the Aſſoun of Cazeron in greater 
Eſteem, which is towards the Gulph of Perſecy, 
than that at Jahan, ſaying, that this engen. 
ders wateriſh Crudities, and the other does not. 

Secondly, There is Tobacco, which groyy 
throughout all Perſia, and particularly in 
Suſana at Hamedan, which is the Ancient 
Suſa, and in the Deſarts of Caramenia, in 
the Neighbourhood of Coureſton, near the 
Gulph of Perſſea, where they gather the beſt 
of all. It is very eaſy to grow, and requires 
no more than the ordinary Tillage of the 
Ground, They dry it and tranſport it in 
the Leaf by Bundles and Parcels, as they do 
Beets. Tis a perfect dead Leaf in its Co. 
lour when ' tis dry'd. They neither dreſs nor 
bind it up together, for that would mae 
it too ſtrong, and like the Brazil Tobacco. 
But the Perſians don't like to have it ſo, but 
had rather have it milder, that they may 
continue ſmoaking it all the Day long. They 
hate the Smoak and ſmell of the twiſted 
Tobacco of Brazil, which tl ey call Ton- 
bacou Inglefs, or Engliſh Tobacco, becauſe the 
Grit European takers of Tobacco, with whom 
they had any Comerce, were the Engliſh. The 
Eygliſh us d to bring this Tobacco from Bre 
zil, and fell it in Perſia, about fifty Years 280. 
But the Perſians finding it to be both too 
ſtrong and too dear, they made uſe of it 0 
longer. Some People who love to mate 
themſelves Drunk with Tobacco, gy 
Hemp-ſeed with it, and that makes the 0 

h po 
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pours mount into the Brain, and intoxicates 
them immediately: 

I remember to have heard it made a Point 
of Debate among ſome knowing Perſons. in 


Originals of the New World, or whether 
they always grew in the Eaſtern Countries. 
I have endeavoured to find the Truth of 
this upon the Spot. But you would ſcarce 
believe how little Curioſity the Eaſtern Peo- 
ple have in ſuch Remarks and Obſervations. 
There's ſcarce a Perſon among their Learn- 
ed Men, who keeps a Regiſter of the Diſco- 
veries that are made in the Arts and Sciences. 
As for Tobacco, I could not learn in Perf, 
whether it was originally the growth of that 
Country, or brought thither trom Foreign 
Partsz and I found my Enquirtes all in vain. 
One of the moſt curious Men in [ſpahax told 
me thus much only, That he bad read in a 
WH! 2rthian Book of Geography, that in taking 
op the Ruins of the Town of Sultania, they 


Urn, in which were wooden Pipes, with 
Cups and Mugs, and Tobacco cut very ſmall, 
juſt as the Turks cut theirs at Aleppo, which 
made him believe, that the Plant was brought 
from Egypt into Perſia, and that it could 
00 not have been the natural Growth of that 
no Country, till within theſe four Hundred 
ke WI Years. I have ſeen ſome Perſons who are 
plc Nef Opinion, that the Portuguexe were ne 
. rſt 


Urs 


Europe, whether Tobacco and Sugar were 


found among the Rubbiſh, a great Earthen 
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firſt who brought it from the Indies, not 4 
bove two Hundred Years ſince. But that js 
not credible, becauſe it appears, that it is 
far leſs time ſince they began to cultivate it 
in the Izdics, For by all that I have been 
able to learn, I find it has uot been above 
fifty Years ſtanding there; And e ven the beſt 
and greateſt of Tobacco that is made uſe of 
in the Indies, is carry'd from Perſia, and that 
is the Tobacco which is tranſported in 
greater Quantities from thence by Sea, 
As to Sugar, I believe there was always 
ſome in the Indies, I know very well it is 
a Point mightily conteſted, and the greater 
part of Authors hold, that Sugar is a pro- 
duct of the New World, and that the An- 
cients us d nothing but Honey. But lam of 
a contrary Opinion, which I found upon 
this, that Sugar grows throughout all the 
T:dies, in great Plerity, with great Eaſe, and 
to a great Perfection; and not like Product 
that are brought from remote Countries, 
that never came vp ſo kindly, when they 
are tranſplanted ſo far from their own Sol. 
Another Reaſon that I have, which is ſtron- 
ger, than the former, is, that Sugar is to be 
tound, nam'd, and preſcribd in an hundred 
Places of the Ancient Indian, Perſian, and 
Arabick Manuſcripts of Phyſick. 
The manner of taking Tobacco in Perj 
js unknown to us, and a ſingular way, which 
the Ixdianſ and Perſians have to themſelves 
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As the Air is more warm and dry there than 
in Europe and Turkey, and the Animal Spi- 
rits of the People more ſubtile, the Tobacco 
would be too heady for them, if they took 
it as we do, becauſe they are at it continu- 
ally. They paſs their Tobacco - pipes thro 
2 Bottle of Water, of which I have given 
you a Figure on the ſide. They call theſe 
ſort of Pipes Callion. The Bottle is cover d 
lover with an Earthen or Metal Mug, to the 
height of the Conduit, which is put into the 
Water as you ſee. | 
At the Bottom there is a Plate like that be- 
onging to ſome Candleſticks, and the Cane or 
ipe bywhich they draw the Smoak,is fix d to 
hat Conduit, When they wonld Smoak, they 
et the Tobacco which is in that Cap, and 
nince it very ſmall, that it may not burn a- 
may too faſt. They put two or three little 
oals upon it, and draw the Smoak, which 
nters into the Water, circulates there, and 
then ſack'd back into the Mouth, not on- 
y cool and freſh, but likewiſe purg'd off ali 
he unctious and groſs Qualities of the To- 
dacco, You ſee ſome in taking it, that have 
pood Stomachs, make great Bubbles, and 
auſe great Murmurings in the Water, b 
be Attraction of Air. Theſe Bottles are 
ommonly fill'd with Flowers to give Plea- 
ure to the Eye, They change at leaſt once 
| Day the Water, which is all corrupted, 
Dad ſmells very rank of the Spirit of To- 
* bacco. 
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bacco. I have made an Experiment, and 
found that a Cup- full of that Water is x 
great Emetick, and would almoſt make 2 
Man Vomit his Heart up. 

This mad Inclination to Tobacco, is 
an ill Habit, that has bewitched almoſt 
all the World. Our People in the Welt 
ſmoke it, ſnuff it, and chaw it, as every 
one knows: and ſome People, as particular. 
ly the Portugueſe, have always a Noſe full 
of Snuff. The Eaſtern People take it no 
other way, than ſmoaking, but with the 
ſame inſatiable Greedineſs, . moſt of them, 
eſpecially the Perſfans, having always a Pipe 
in their Mouths. The People of Quality 
have their Pipe or Callion always catryd 
before them by a Servant on Horſe-back; 
and they often ſtop by the way to ſmoak, 
and ſometimes ſmoak as they ride. They 
never go abroad without it, and where they 
go a viſiting, there's their Bottle of To- 
bacco placed before them as ſoon as evet 
they are ſeated. It is true, that ſeldom 1s 
any Hindrance to Buſineſs, for they diſpatch 
that as they ſmoak, and as well as if they 
don't. Go into the Colleges, and jo 
will find both Tutor and Pupil very hard at 
their Studies, and both of them with Pipe 
in their Mouths. In a word, they had t. 
ther go without their Dinners, than the 
Pipes; and this is plain, becauſe during tit 
Faſt of Rhamazon, which laſts —_—Y 

ou 


— 


— — 
Of the Trees, Plants, and Druggs. 45 


Hours, when it falls in the Summer; in all 
which time they take nothing at all in their 
Mouths, not ſo much as Water, the firſt 
thing they break their Faſt with, is Tobacco. 
The exceſſive Uſe of this Weed drys them 
up, makes them lean, and weakens them; 
and in this they all agree, as an undoubted 
Truth. But then if you ask them, why 


they dont leave it off? They anſwer, Aded 


Chad, it is a Habit; and they ſay further, 

That there is no Joy, nor a chearful Heart, 

without it. Abas the Great, at the time 

when this Habit began to gain ground apace, 
WH try'd ſeveral ways to root it out, but all in 
uin, altho' he himſelf abſtain'd from To- 
laco at that time. They ſay, among other 
things of him, that having one Day all his 
Noblemen round about him at a Feaſt, he 
commanded, that the Bottles of Tobacco, 
which were to be ſerv'd up to them, ſhould 
have the Cups belonging to them full of 
Horſe-dung dryd and pounded, inſtead: of 
Tobacco. This was not perceptible to the 
Sight, the Tobacco being uſually ſerved up, 
bruiſed or minced very ſmall, as I have ſaid, 
and moiſtned a little, and then a Coal or 
two of Fire placed upon it. The King ask'd 
the Grandees from time to time, How do 
. like that Tobacco 2 It was a Preſent from 
my Hizier of Hamadan, who, to reconcile me 
th the taking it, ſent me the moſt excellent To- 
een 24cc0 in the World. Each of them anſwered 
pure him, 
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him, Sire, it is moſt wonderful Tobacco; there I leſs e 
i none that is more exquiſitely good. At A4. 
length the King, addreſſing himſelf to the Igreat 
General of the Courtches, who are the an- Mall th 
cient Militia of Perſia, and who paſſed for Wit is 
Lord more ſtayd, and freer to ſpeak his 
Mind than the reſt, ſaid to him, My Lord, 
I pray you tell me freely, and fincerely, Wha 
do you think of this Tobacco? Sire, replyd 
he, {ſwear by your ſacred Head, it ſmells lik: Mwbicl 
@ thouſand Flowers. The King turn d, and {Wo ver 
looking on them all with Iudignation, Curſed MWny th 
be that Drug. ſaid he, that cannot be diſcern- 
ed from the . bow of Horſes. 
"Thirdly, There is Saffron, and it is the Mer the 
beſt in Nature ; it grows in ſeveral Partsof 
Perſia ; but they eſteem that above the reſt bout 
which grows by the Side of the Caſprar-Sea, Wi"! 
and next to it, is that of Hamad an, which Fife 
is the ancient Suſe or Suzan. le twe 
Fonrthly, The Aſſa- Fætida, which is 2D mo 
Juice or Liquor that thickens, and grows al- 
moſt as hard as the Gums: It drops irom 1 
Plant, which they call Hiltit, and is ſup ett. 
poſed to be the Lazerpithium or Silpbium, of Urious 
Diſcorides, which grows in many Parts t the 
Perſia, particularly in Sogdiana, and the 20% oe the 
jacent Countries round about it, It is ve! * 1. 
good to eat, eſpecially the White, for ther 
are two ſorts, one White and theother Black 
The Juice which comes out of the Whit 


is not ſo ſtrong, and for that Reaſon on? 
| | ; 
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leſs eſteemed by them. The Orzextalſts call 
Aſſa-ſetida, Hing, and the Indians make a 
great Conſumption of it: They put it into 
all their Ragouſts, and moſt delicate Meats : 
It is a Drug that has the ſtrongeſt Scent I 
ever ſmelt z Musk does not come near it; 
you may ſmell it at a vaſt diſtance ; and if 
there is any of it put in a Room, the Scent 
will laſt for whole Vears. The Ships in 
which it is tranſported to the Indies, are 
ſo very ſtrong of it, that there is no putting 
any thing elſe there, for fear of ſpoiling the 
oods, or altering them; of which I had 
he unhappy Experience in ſome rich Stuffs; 
or though they were all wrapped up cloſe 

Cotton, and Sear-cloth folded round 
bout it in ſeveral Folds, yet the Gold was 
miſh'd, and the Silver turn'd quite black. 
Fifthly, There is the Mummy, and there 

re two ſorts in Perſia: One is Mummy, 
; {ommonly ſo call'd, which comes from Bo- 
lies embalm'd, and interrd in dry burning 
and, where, in the courſe of Ages, they 
detrify, as is very well known to all the 
urious. This Mummy, which is nothing 


o thouſand Years, as they affure you, in 
iT 'erfia, is to be ſeen in Coraſſon, which is 
ie Ancient BaFria, A Viſier of the 
ovince Named Mirza- Chef, a very know- 
eng Man, told me ſeveral times, that when 


ie were working in the Sand to make 


el sub- 


put the Petri faction of a Corps imbalm'd for 
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Subterraneous Conduits for the carry- Ex] 


Mummies ſeven or eight Foot long, whether 
it is that the Bodies were larger at that tins Nof 
of Day, or that they took Pleaſure to bury whe 
them, and ſtretch them out to a greater “ 
Length for the Admiration of Poſterity; | © 
He added moreover, That when they found diſti 
theſe Bodies, ſome of them had Heads of Hair "OF 
and Beards, remaining, with Nails upon their I 


Hands and Feet; and that their Faces wem fran. 
ſo little alter d, that the Features of them e 


might be plainly diſtinguiſh'd and diſcemd r 
He thereupon told me, That our Bodies are 
like a Spunge, and that upon letting out 
the Blood, and thoſe noble Particles of Life, 
which render the Body too moiſt, and then , 
drying the reſt well, one might keep them 
many Ages. The Soil of Battria is a warm 
dry Sand, very proper to preſerve and pe- 
trify Bodies after this Manner. The other 
Mummy is a precious Gum, which diſtill 
from a Rock. There are two Mines. 0 
Springs, of it in Perſia, the one in the De 
farts of Caramenia, in the Country of vn, 


and that is the beſt : For they avow, tha * 
let a human Body be never ſo much mille, ye 


broken, torn, and even minced all to pieces 
one half Drachm of this Mummy will e., 


eſtabliſh it in four and twenty Hours time a 

Of the Truth of this, no body in Perf A t 

makes the leaſt Doubt, by reaſon of I 551 
x f 
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Experience of miraculous Cures, which they 
" Wperform daily, by means of this precious 
*WDrug. The other Mine is in the Country 
of (oraſſon, which is the Ancient Badtria, 
where I have told you, there are alſo Mum- 
„%, of human Bodies, as there are in Egypt. 
The Rocks, from whence the true Mummy 
Wiſtills, belong to the King; and all that 

a ; - ; 
drops from them, is preſerv d for him. They 
are inclos d, and lock d up, and at the En- 
trance, are ſive Seals, of the principal Offi- 
gers of the Province. They open the Mine 
but once a Year, in the preſence of theſe 
Officers, and likewiſe ſeveral others, and all 
hat is found of this precious Maſtick, or 
be greateſt part, is ſent to the King's Trea- 
ury, from whence a Perſon that has occa- 
on for it, may get it very eaſily, if he has 
but a little Credit and Intereſt. The Word 
ummy is a Perſian Word taken from Mou, 
bich ſignifies Wax, Gum, Ointment. The 
brews, and the Arabians, make uſe of this 
ame, with the ſame; Signification, The 


* 2 
” 

* 
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„n (ay, That the Prophet Daniel taught 
em the due Preparation and Uſe of the 


Mummy. "Hr 

Among the remarkable Plants of Perſſa, 
nd chat are at this time very well known, 
e ere is the Hannah, which is a Grain where- 
vith bon Men] and Women make a Colour to 
aut the Hands, the Feet, and ſometimes the 
ace, in order to preſerve the Skin, and the 
Vol. I. 10038 to 1K OT: | Com- 
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Complexion. The San has not the Power 


to tan a Face that is anointed with it, nei. by 
ther can the Cold penetrate it, as before, geec 


and chap the Skin. They likewiſe rub thei 
Horſes Legs over with it, for the fame Rex g. 
fon. This Grain or Seed grows upon 4 
little Tree, in Tufts, like Pepper or Gingy, 
There is abundance of it in the Countrig 
of Kirmon, and at Siſton: They ſay, it is the id 
Shrub, which we call a Paſte]. They alſo mib 
uſe of the Leaves of it, for the ſame Effad 
The manner of uſing them, is to beat em to 
a Powder, and then to temper then with 
Water in a Mortar ; when that's done they wet 
their Hands, and anoint them with Han 
temper'd, and in a manner, enamel them. 
ſelves over with it for the whole Night, 
that the Hannah may take place, Thi 
Tincture is nevertheleſs taken off by Water, 
which makes thoſe, who have newly tubbd 
their Hands with it, waſh them very ſeldon 
for fear of the Haunab's going off: It com- 
monly laſts fifteen Days or more beſote i 
goes away of it (elf. 43> 4 

The Rounas, which our Authors e 
Opoponax, is a reddiſh root, that is employ 


0 
in colouring and dying: It grows very m. Py 
in Perſia, and from thence the Indies, while ;; 
is the beſt Country for colouring and f the 
Ing, receives it. The Cotton- Tree grows Mm / 
and down all over Pers; you may ſee who 

Fields full of it: Ic is a Fruit as large a5 Hong 


Head of a Poppy, but of a rounder F 15 
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They find in every Head ſeven little Grains, 
or black Berries, which are as it were the 
Seed of that Fruit. There grows alſo in 
Perſia, in ſeveral Places, a little Tree, per- 
fectly rare and curious, the Fruit whereof 
is large and long, like green Lambriches, 
which when they come to open, yield a 
downy Silk, as fine as Wadding. I have 
had Quilts and Cuſhions made of it for my 
dn Uſe in Pera. They Card it as they 
do Cotton, without ſpoiling, it. | 


l muſt place among theſe Phyſical Druggs 
ee Bezoar, which is that Stone, that is ſo 
(WW:mous in Medicine. It is a ſoft Stone, 
O omd with ſeveral little Coats and Skins, 
þ 


ter rhe Manner of Pearls, or juſt like 25 
Onions grow. They are found in the Bo- 
lies of He- Goats, and She-Goats, whether 
ame or wild, on the ſide of the Gulph 
di Perſica, in the Province of Coraſſon, 
yhich is the ancient Margiana; and they 
re incomparably better than thoſe which 
re got in the Indies, in the Kingdom of 
olconda, and in the Countries moſt remote. 
hey ſay further, that there are in thoſe 
oontries of the Indies, great Bezoart, 
nur the Bodies of the Aſſes, of the wild Boars, 
t the Porcupines, and in the Bodies 
1e the Geeſe, I have ſeen ſome brought 
om Colconda; but becauſe the Goats were 
ven three Days Journey out of the 
onntry, there were Bezoars but in a few of 
3 them, 
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them, and thoſe were only little pieces, 
We kept ſome of thoſe Goats Fifteen Days 


alive, and that with nothing but common 2 
Green, Herbs; and when we came to open hay 
them, , we found nothing in them. [ kept T 
them at that time to try the Truth of what * 

at 


was, ſaid, that there was a particular Herb, 
which, by heating thoſe Animals, product I fron 
is Stone in their Bodies. The Perſay 
aturaliſts ſay, that the more theſe Animal 
feed in dry Countries, and eat warm and 
Sun: burnt Herbs, the more eiicacious, and 
wholſome is the Bezoar that they yield us 
Coraſſon , and the Borders of the Gulph 
of - Perſica, are Countries by their own M. 
ture dry and Sun-burnt, if there are any 
in the World, One may always in the 
Heart of theſe Stones meet with ſome piece 
of Bramble, or other Wood, round about 
which, the humid Particles coagulate, that 
compoſe and form this Stone. It is to be 
obſerv'd, that in the Indies, they are the 
$he-Goats that bear the Bezoar ; and in 
Perſia the Sheep, and the He-Goats ; and 
this makes the Perſans eſteem moſt the heros 
of their own Country, as being more bot, 
and better digeſted, and ſet but little Value 

on the others, which are ſold at a much ik 
cheaper Rate. The Bezoar of Perſia is ſold 5 
by the Kourag, which is the weight of three apr C 
Meſals ; or to ſpeak more plainly, Fifty Fout "wh 
Pound to the Nourag. 7 the co 
| he hes 
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The Orientaliſts hold, that the Bezoar is 


a Counter Poiſon, for which reaſon they 


have given it the name of Pe-zaer, which is 

as much as to ſay, the Conqueror of Poĩſon; 

or a thing that has the upper- hand of Poiſon. 
Our Word Bezoar undoubtedly procœeds 
from thence, in the ſame Manner as the 
Word Civit, comes from the Word Zabad, 
ich is the Perſian Name. The Bezoar is 
ande uſe of with great | Succeſs in Sudo- 
\ {Wifics ; they give it in Purple Fevers ; they 
more eſpecially preſcribe it in Cordials, 
Confections and Philtres. They ſay it 
warms and enlivens the Spirits, awakens 
Vigour, and confirms the Temperature of 
the Body. The Eaſtern Phyſicians pre- 
ſcribe this in the room of any thing elſe. 
The leſs knowing People, and the Quacks, 
cry it up to the Skies; but in the Bottom, 
it is a Drug that looſes its Eſteem in the 
Eaſt, and that will, in a ſhort time, be entirely 
cry ddown, as I think it is already in Europe. 
The Manner of uſing it in Perſſa, is to 
grate it with the Point of a Pen-knife, or 
to make it into Powder on a Marble, and 


. be uſual Doſe is two or three Grains, in a 
. Spoonful of Roſe-water. The Bezoar is 


every cafily and commonly falſified. The 
greateſt and moſt poliſh'd Pieces are the 


thoſe Pieces being far above the Price of 
re common Pieces ; the Falſifiers of it make 


E 3 more 


- M$ olt to be ſuſpected; becauſe the Price of 
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more by the Drachm than any other way, 
L never ſaw true Bezoars that weigh d above 
Gx Grains; and the true Bezoar is alway 
lighter than the Counterfeit, which is one 
of the Marks the knowing Purchaſers go hy. 
There is another ſurer Mark till, which iz 
to apply an Awl, made red-hot in the Fire; 
for if any Vapour iſſues from it, or if the 
Awl enters it, tis a certain Sign of its being 
a Counterfeit. Roſin and Spaniſo Wax, arg 
the Materials which they commonly make 
uſe of, in falſifying the Bezoar. It, muſt not 
be forgot, that the fine Polliſh of thatStong 
is Artificial; its Skin or Coat, when tis fir 
taken out of the Body of the Animal, 
being Rough and Greeniſh, without as wel 
as within. . 7 8 

As I have had ſeveral Queſtions put to me 
ſince my return, concerning Mugk and An- 
bergreaſe, 1 thought it would be very well 
done of me to ſet down here what | have 
obſervd in my Travels. 


- 


lI believe that all the World knows very 
well, that Mut is the Excrement and Cote 
ruption of a Beaſt, that reſembles a wild 
She: Goat, excepting that her Body and Leg 
are ſmaller. It is to be met with in uppet 


Tartary, in South China, which is bordet. 
ing upon it; and in Great. Tibet, which d 
a Kingdom between the Indies and China 
I never ſaw any of - thoſe Animals alive 


there, but I have ſeen their Skins in ſeveral 
| Places 


— 
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Places. You may meet with Draughts of 
them in the Embaſſy of the Hollanders to 
China, and in the China Iluſtrata of Father 
Kircbor. They give it out as a common 
Opinion, that Mark is the Sweat of an 
Animal, which runs and gathers it ſelf in a 
ſmall Bladder near the Navel. The Orien- 
zalifs (ay more exactly, that it forms it ſelf 
ina receſs of the Body of that Goat, near 
the Navel, the Humour whereof works and 
eats its way out, particularly when the Beaſt 
is in a Heat z that then by dint of rubbing 
it ſelf againſt Trees and Rocks, the Veſlel is 
broke and penetrated, and the Matter 
ſpreads it ſelf into that part, between the 
Muſcles and the Skin, and gathering together 
there, it forms a ſort of Lump or Bladder; 
that the Internal and External Heat,  warrns 
the corrupted Blood, and 'tis that Heat 
| WF which gives ſo violent a Scent to the Muck. 
The Eaſtern People call this the Navel of 
Mut, and alſo the Odoriferous Navel. 
The good Mus is brought from Tibet; the 
Eaſtern People eſteem it beyond that of 
China, whether it be that it has a more 


— — or oa T7 FF” WM e e - e ee 


comes freſher to them; becauſe Tibet is 
nearer to them, than the Province of Xenſy, 
which is the part of China where they make 
the moſt Mus, The great Trade for Mast 
Is carried on at Bout am, a celebrated City 
in the Kingdom of Tibet. The Patans, who 


E4 go 


ſtrong or laſting Perfume, or that their own 
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go to make Purchaſes there, diſtribute it Pe 
out about all the Indies, from whence 'ti Pe 
afterwards Tranſported to all the Parts of MW ſun 
the Earth The Patans are Neighbours td are 
Perſia; and the upper Tartary, and are Sub. 7 
jects or rather only Tributaries to-; the Great 
Mogul. 1997 $f ee 
The Indians make great Account of this 
Aromatick Drug, and eſteem it, as well fot 
its Uſe, as for the great Demand there is 
for it. They uſe it in their Perfumes, in 
their Medicinal Epithems, and Confettiong, 
and in all Preparations which they are ac: 
cuſtom'd to make, in order to awaken the 
Paſſions of Love, and confirm the Vigout 
of the Body. The Women make uſe ot it 
to diſſipate the Vapours, which riſe from 


A 


the) 
ther 
fum 
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fold 
ly, r 
ceſſii 
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ſelf o 
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Arme, 


the Matrix into the Brain, by carrying a my ſe 
Bladder of it at their Navel, and when {WReaſo 
the: Vapours are violent and continual, Wſtreng 
they take the Must out of the Bladder, and Wits: Sr 
incloſe it in a little piece of ſingle Holland, ſides, 
made in the faſhion of a ſmall Bag or Purle, Minder 


Smell. 
ays | 
Kerchi 
Pretty 
ed t. 
y Br, 
ell 2 
Icady, 
is take 


and apply it to the Part, which Modelly 
will not permit me to Name. | 

The beſt Musk in a Bladder, is worth fout 
ſcore and ten Rovpies a Pound; the inſe 
rior ſort goes at forty-five or fifty; A Row" 
is thirty Pence French Money, The Engl 
and Portugueze make many Purchaſes in the 
Tadies to ſell again in Europe. The Hollat 
ders buy theirs in China; the Armenians, lit 
6 Fs > + ; 8 Perſians, 
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Perſians, and the Patans carry theirs into 
Perſis and Turkey,where there is a great con- 
ſumption of them, for certain Reaſons, that 
are very eaſy to Imagine. | 

'Tis the general Opinion, that when 
they cut the little Purſe where the Musk is, 
there iſſues forth from ic ſo ſtrong a Per- 
fume, that the Huntſman is oblig'd to ſtop 
his Mouth and Noſe very cloſe with Linnen 
folded in ſeveral Doubles; and that frequent- 
ly, notwithſtanding that Precaution, the ex- 
ceſſive ſtrength of the Perfume, forces the 
Blood to guſh out with ſuch Violence, that 
he bleeds to Death: I have appriz d my 
ſelf of this very exactly; and as, in effect, 
bave heard the ſame thing told by ſeveral 
Armenians, who had been at Boutam, I am 
my ſelf perſwaded of the Truth of it. My 
Reaſon is, becauſe this Drug does not gain 
ſtrength by Time, but on the contrary loſes 
its Smell intirely at the long run. Be- 
ſides, that Perfume is ſo ſtrong in the 
ndier, that I was never able to bear the 
smell. Whenever I trafick'd for Musk I al- 
ays kept my ſelf in the Air, with my Hand- 


ercdief held to my Noſe, and ſtood at a 


pretty good diſtance from thoſe ho hand- 
ed the Bladders, referring my ſelf to 
y Broker's Opinion of it, by which I am 
ll aſſured, that the Musk muſt be very 
Icady, and perfectly in ſupportable, when 


i taben juſt freſh from the Body. 


1 


I 
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I add, that there is not a Drug in Nature, 
that is more eafily counterfeited, nor more 
ſubject to Adulteration. There are ſeveral 
of theſe Bags or Purſes, to be met with, 
which are no more than barely the Skins 
of the Animals, and fill d with their Blood 
and a little Musk, to give it the Scent, and 
that are not the Purſes which the Wiſdom 
of Nature has plac'd near the Navel, to re- 
ceive that wonderful and Odoriterous Moi. 
ſture. As to the true and genuine Bladders 
themſelves, when the Huntſman does not 
find them full, he ſqueezes the Body of the 
Animal, that the Blood may run into it, and 
fall it up; becauſe tis a receiv'd Opinion, 
that the Blood of Musk, and even the Flelh 
it felf, ſmells well. The Merchants after- 
wards. put Lead, Bulls-blood, and other 
Things, into it, to add to the Weight. The 
Art which the Eaſtern People have to know 
when tis adulterated and when not, is fit, 
to take and weigh it in their Hands, Ex 
perience has taught them, exactly to know 
by the weight, whether a Bladder be alterd 
or not. Their Taſte is the ſecond Proof; 
the Indians never fail of putting into thel 
Mouths the little Grains that are continF 
ally falling from the Bladders, when tbe 
are about buying them ; The Third is, '6 
take a piece of Thread ſoak'd in the Juice 
of Garlick, and draw it through the Blu 


der, in a Needle, for if the ſmell of th* 
Garlic 
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Garlick goes away quite, the Musk is good, 
but if the Thread retains that ſmell, it is 
certainly adulterated. | 

Ambergreaſe is got in the Indian Sea, a- 
long the Coaſts of Africa, which lie be- 
tween the Cape of Good Hope, and the 
Gulph of the Red Sea: The Sea throws it 
out at times, ſo that it goes much farther, 
even up to the River of Ceylan, and the 
Coaſt of Malabar ; but this happens very 
rarely, I have read in a Perſfan Author, 
that the Arabians believe Ambergreaſe to be 2 
Matter produc'd by the Water of Springs 
and Fountains, which are at the bottom of 
the Sea, as the Naphte, which the Winds, 
and the force of the Currents drive into the 
River. They hold, among the generality 
ff the People, on the contrary, that it is 
2 Froth of the Sea, that's harden'd and 
ongeal d. or elſe the Seed that comes out 
t, Wf large Fiſh, which likewiſe grows hard and 
ongeal d. But this is an Opinion that does 
ot carry along with it an Air of Truth; 
or why ſhould nat the Sea, which is frothy, 
nd has vaſt Fiſh every where in it, produce 
his precious Aromatick in other Places of 
he Indies, where there is ſtill more Warmth, 
nd a greater degree of Drought ? The moſt 
nowing Indians ſay, that Ambergreaſe is an 
Ddoriferous Gum, as Incenſe, which grows 

Arabia, and which being waſh'd into the 
4, by the Rains, the Floods, and the Tor- 
rents, 
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rents, which are uſually ſubſequent to theſe ad 
rainy Seaſons, (and theſe happen much a. eſt 
bout the time of our Autumn) is carried by WM © 
the Winds and the Currents of the Monſoon, 4 
towards Africa, and driven along upon thoſe Pe 
Coaſts, even to the laſt great Point of Land. > 
which we call the Cape of Good Hope, where Ml © 
it is again driven back by the Courſe of: 52 
contrary Sea, which runs to meet it from 0 
the Iſland, of Madagaſcar. One of the wiſel I Pe. 
Men in India, and one of the greateſt 5 6 
Lords, by Name Miſzar. cheri felmole, whom * 
the late King of Colcouda, out of a particu: in , 
lar Eſteem, ſent for from Iſpaban, to give Qua 
him his Daughter in Marriage, and who, tte vg 
laſt time I was at Colconda, had the largeſt tron 
Pieces of Ambergreaſe, and the fineſt I evet mor 
ſaw in my Life, was of Opinion, that en 
was Wax and Honey congeal d: He told me, are, 


as he was ſhowing me ſome Pieces, which bel 
were very porous in the inſide, and alma nee : 
like a Spunge ; that the Bees in Africa made 
their Honey among the Rocks, and in tht 
old Trunks of hollow Trees, as they do T. 
the Eaſt, moſtly in Countries that are thin e, 
inhabited, and ſometimes even in othenmen; 
that are very well Peopl'd,: as I have 0h 
feryd in my firſt Volume, that they nne 
their Honey ſo in Mengrelia, and Circaſſu | 
and that the Torrents of Rain, carry piech 
of their rough Work into the Sca, wi 
the-Matter hardening, contracts at laſt - 

; ; ach 


0 - © . 
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admirable Scent, for which it is ſo much 
eſteem d. He ſaid, that the difference be- 
tween Ambergreaſe and the black Amber, 
which is not worth ſo much as the other, 
proceeds from this, that one Honey is not ſo 
good as the other, and that one may per- 
ceive juſt as much difference in the Amber- 
greaſe as one may in the Honey in all the 
Countries where there is wild Honey. This 
precious Drug, which was unknown to the 
ancient Profeſſors of Pharmacy, as well 
Greeks as Arabians, ſmells at firſt very ill to 
what they pretend it does, but afterwards 
in proportion as it hardens, it loſes that 
Quality. I have remark'd, that the Amber 
which is freſh and newly fiſh'd up, hath a 
trong ſmell, which is both diſpleaſing and 
injurious, but goes off in time: They aſſure 
you ſtill further, that the Birds of the Sea 
are very greedy of it, and peck it up, which 
I believe co be very true; however I never 
met with the point of a Bird's Beak in any 
piece of Ambergreaſe, which, they ſay, is fre- 
quently to be met with. 
The Perfans don't uſe a great deal of 
Civet, which they call Zabad : The Wo- 
men rub their Hair with it, having firſt very 
well prepar'd it for that purpoſe. 
Over and above all theſe Medicinal 
Prags, which 1 have told you grow in Per- 
a, there are alſo the Galbanum, which 
grows in the Mountains at ſeven or eight 
Leagues 
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Leagues diſtance from paban: The vegetable ¶ fta 
Alcali, which grows almoſt every where; N Mc 
the Sal Armonaiackh ; the. Orpiment, which £ 21 
uſed for Depilation, or taking away the L 
Hair; this grows in Media, and round abou; the. 
Ca»bin, particularly the yellow ſort. 

I ſhall ſay nothing here of theſe latter 
Druggs, becauſe they are neither ſo extry 
ordinary, nor ſo much enquir'd after, bu 
yet are ſufficiently known already. 


- W 
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C HAP. V. 
Of the Fruits of PERSIA. 


| 1 Begin with the Melons, which are the 
moſt excellent Fruit in all Perſa. They 
reckon in that Country above twenty 
different ſorts of them; the firſt are called 
_ Guermee, as much as to ſay, the hot ones; 
they are round and ſmall, This is a (ot 
of Melon that the Spring Produces ; It | 
very inſipid, and melts in the Mouth ik 
Water. The Perſian Phyſicians adviſe Pev: 
ple to eat plentifully of it; and they fay ! 
is neceſſary to purge one's ſelf with it, l 
the ſame manner as Herbs are uſed to pus? 
Horſes, and at the ſame time. This 5 # 


thing which they never fail to do, as OF 
ſtant) 
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ſtantly as the Year comes - abont, in the 
Month of April. They will eat at that time 
2 matter of ten or twelve Pound of Melon 
2-Day, for a Fortnight or three Weeks toge- 
ther; and this is as much for Health's ſake 
25 it is to pleaſe their Palates, for they look 
upon it as a great refreſher and cooler of 
their Blood; and if a Man is fallen away, it 
will reſtore him again, and make him grow 
fat. They tell you a Story upon this Subject, 
of two Arabian Phyſicians, who coming to 
Iþahan in queſt of Buſineſs, they came there 
exactly in the Seaſon of theſe Guermec, and 
ſeeing the Street full of this kind of Fruit, 
they ſaid one to another, Let ut go further 
m, don't let us ſlay here, there is nothing to 
do for us in this Place; theſe People have 
Remedy for all Diſtempers. However ſome 
wile People believe on the contrary, that tis 
the exceſſive Uſe of this Fruit which cauſes 
thoſe Fevers, that are ſo rief there in 4. 
wm, They ſay, that theſe Melons load 
the Stomach with Phlegm, and that the ſoft 
and Sugar Melons, which muſt of Conſe- 
uence be very hot, and come after theſe 
ed. concoct the Phlegm, and turn it into 
Yeo holar, and that from thence proceeds the 

ever. After theſe Grermec or hot Melons, 
dere come up different ſorts every Day, and 
de later theſe Fruit are, the better. The 
ateſt of them all are White, and you would 
wear, that they were nothing but one en- 


tire 
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tire Lump of pure Sugar. They are 3 
Foot long, and weigh ten or twelve Pound; 
Theſe are eaten in the Winter time. In 
thoſe Houſes where they keep a good Table, 
there is a Service of ' Melons all the Year 
round, becauſe the old ones will keep till 
the coming in of the Guermec Melons. They 
keep them in Caves where the Air can't get 
in, and according to the bigneſs of the 
Place; they have always one or two Lamps 
lighted,” which diſpel the Cold, and hinder 
the Froſt from getting into them. Melons in 
the. common Seaſon, which laſts full four 
Months, are the daily Food and ſuſte- 
nance of the poorer fort of People. They 
live upon nothing elſe but Melons and (u- 
cumbers, the laſt of which they eat without 
paring them. There are ſome that will eat 
fi: e and thirty Pounds of Melon at a Meal; 
wi hout making themſelves Sick. During 
theſe four Months, they come in ſuch valt 
Quantities to Ipaban, that I can't help belie- 
ving they eat more there in a Day, than tit 
do in France in a Month. The Streets are ful 
of Horſes and Aſſes, that are loaded with them, 
from Mid-night till Morning, and all ts 
Day till Sun-ſet. The beſt in the Kingdol! 
grow in Coraſſon, near lower Tartary, in © 
Village call d Craguerde. They carry en 
to Iſpaban for the King, and for Preſents o 
their Friends. They don't ſpoil at all in their 
bringing, tho' they come thirty Days) any 
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off. But this is nothing near ſo wonderful, as 
what I have ſeen at Surat in the Indies; 
for there I have eaten Melons my ſelf, ſent 
from Agra, which is forty Days Journey off, 
and they had been brought to Agra from 
ths Frontiers of Perſſa, be fore that, which 
is forty Days Journey more. A Man carries 
them on Foot, and he can't carry above two 
at a time, they are ſo weighty , and fo 
very big. He carries them in two Pan- 
niers hanging from a Beam like Ballances, 
which he carries upon his Shoulders, and 
Shifts them .every now and then to eaſe 
himſelf, Theſe Porters will travel ſevenor 
tight Leagues a Day with one of theſe Bur- 
tbens. They likewiſe bring the Seed out of 
Tartary, which muſt be renew'd every ſeven 
Years; for after that time, it degenerates 
ntirely, grows inſipid, and the Fruit retains 
nothing of its former Taſte. | 

Among all theſe ſorts of Melont, there 
are Water- Melons or Pateques, that grow up 
and down throughout the Kingdom ; but 
the beſt of theſe, as well as the others, come 
from BaFria, They have Cucumbers, one 
ſort whereof, have few or no Kernels, which 
they eat raw, and without dreſſing them in 
any manner whatſoever; and they have 
like wiſe a Fruit, which they call Badinies, 
which is the Xanthium of Diaſcorides, and 
the ſame with what we call the Love- 
Appler. It has a Taſte that comes very 

Vol. I. "" "0 near 
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near that of the Cucumber, is as big tn 
Apples generally are, and as long again, In 
and when tis Ripe the Skin grows quite 
black; it grows as Cucumbers do, it is very I the 
good in ſeveral different Sauces, and to he 
dreſs d up in many Things; no Body «tg 
them till they are Roaſted : They are tobe 
met with in the Southerly Parts of 1tal. 
There is another Fruit in Perſia tht 
grows upon a Plant, it is round, and about 
as big again as a common Apple, but holloy 
and light, and not worth the Eating; they 
eſteem it only for the Smell; it is alld 
Deſtembovie, that is to ſay, the Perfume of 
the Hand, becauſe they carry it in their 
Hands like a Noſegay. 

Next to the Melons, the moſt excellent 
Fruits in Perfia, are the Grapes and Due; 
there are at leaſt ten or a dozen ſorts of 
Grapes, Purple, Red and Black; the Gre 
are ſo large, that a ſingle one is a Mouthful; 
that which they make their Wine of 2, 
paban is call'd Kicb- Mich, it is general! 
little white Grape, and better than our M 
cadine ; but if one eat too many, they tilt 
in one's Throat, and are overheating whe 
us d to Exceſs ; it is round, and witholl 
Stones in it, or at leaſt, one cannot pet 
ceive there's any in them in the Eating; b 
when the Wine works, you may ſee tit 
Seeds of that Grape float at Top, like lie 


Filaments or Threads, that are as thin l 
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the Point of a Needle, and very tender. 
nn Per//a they keep their Grapes all Winter, 
leaving them half the Winter hanging upon 
the Vine, each Bunch being folded in a Lin- 
nen Bag, to hinder the Birds from getting 
lat them ; they pick juſt the quantity they 
intend to eat; this is the Advantage of 
the dry ſerene Air, which the Perſan, 
breath, that it reſerves every Thing ; 
whereas the Quality of our moiſt Climates 
poil and corrupt all our Fruits. They 


Irak their Raiſfers dry, by hanging Bunches 
f them to the Ceiling,from whence they fall 


rape by Grape. In the Country of Nour- 
ſtor, and near Sultania, where there are 
bundance of Violets, they mingle the 
eaves with the Raiſins, and they ſay it is 
ery good and wholſome for the Stomach, 
t is certain, it gives the Raiſin a better Fla- 
jour, The beſt Raiſins that are to be had 
ound about Iſpahan, are thoſe which the 


1 vebres, or Antient Perſian Pagans make; 
Nad eſpecially thoſe of Negafabad, which 


82a great Market-Town, four Leagues from 
pahan, where none but Guebreslive ; they 
rels their Raiſins with more Care than the 
ahometans ; becauſe they are permitted 

dy their Religion, to drink Wine, as well 
sthe Jews and Chriſtans. | 
As for the Dates, which I take to be the 
elt Fruits in the World, they are no where 
o good as they are in Perſa. They grow 
F 2 in 


1 


68 General Deſcription of PERSIA, 


in Arabia in greater Quantities than they dg 
in Perſia; but beſides, being much leſs in 
Size, they do not come near thoſe of Pe. ſo 
ſia for Goodneſs 3 that both a tthe Time you e 
gather them, and a long time after, are 


cover'd over with thick Juice, like a Sir. the 
rop, which is clammy, and ſticks to the ane 
Fingers, and is more ſoft, and more dell the 
cately ſweet to the Taſte than Virgin-Ho- - 


ney. The moſt exquiſite Dates in the King. 
dom, are gather'd in Comreſtor, in Sf 
at Perſepolis, upon the Borders of the G 
of Perſica ; and more particularly at Jm, 
a Market Town, upon the Road from Ch 
ras to Lear, Some People Export them dy 
in Bunches, or looſe ; but moſt People 
keep them preſerv'd in their own Juice, and 
export them in great Gourds, from filteen to 
twenty Pound Weight. They prepare them 
likewiſe with Piſzachos in Pots, as we do 
Pickl'd Walnuts, There is not more del 
cate Eating in Nature than they are, You 
muſt however, be moderate in the Uſe of 
this Fruit, if you are not accuſtom'd to eat af 
them; for in that Caſe, when People al 
too much, they heat the Blood, even to iht 
making Ulcers ſpread all over the Body 
and to the Weakning of the Sight, a Thing 
which never happens to the Inhabitants d 
the Country, from whence this Fruit comes 
The Dates grow in Tufts or Bunches, 0! 


the Top of the Palm, which is a * 
| | 
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Tree, but taller than any Fruit-Tree what- 

ſoever, and it has no Branches but on the 
| very Top of all. A Man climbs up by 

means of a Rope, which he faſtens about 

the Knots of the Tree, from one to another, 
Land ſo higher and higher, till he gets up to 
the Top; then in an Hours time, the whole 
Fruit of the Tree is gather'd ; for that 
Fruit ſticks together in Cluſters, which will 
weigh from thirty to forty Pound. The 
Date-Trees will bear near two Hundred 
Mans of Fruit at a Time, which is the ſame 
with four and twenty hundred Weight: 
This Tree does not begin to bear till it is 


' Wffteen Years old, but it bears afterwards 
5 or near two hundred Vears together. 

There are in Perſia, all the ſame ſorts of 
"WFruits which we have in Europe, and many 
0 others that we have not; and certainly, 


it they underſtood Gardening as well as 
We, their Fruits would be ſtill incomparably 
finer and more delicious than they are; but 
they have no knowledge at all of the Matter. 
They do not underſtand the Art of Graft- 
png, Inocculating, of ſpreading Trees into 
edgcerows, and breeding Dwarf Trees. 
l their Trees are commonly very high, 
nd laden with Timber. They have ex- 
ellent Apricocks of five or ſix ſorts, and 
other Stone-Fruits that we have, whereof. 
hey have more than fifteen Kinds, that 
lee cceed and grow up one under another. 
F 3 You 
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You may frequently ſee in Perſia, Ne4ariy', 
of ſixteen or eighteen Ounces, and Peachy, 
near as large; but what you will find no 
where elſe, is a kind of Apricocks, which 
they call Tocmchams, that is to ſay, the Sd 
or Egg of the Sun, which are red within, 
and very delicious to the Palate. This ſort of 
Apricocks, and the others likewiſe, are very 
eaſy to open, the Stones within them open 
at the ſame Time, and they contain a ſweet 
Almond, that has an excellent Taſte; they 
Export them when dry d to a thouſand pla- 
ces, and when they are boil'd in Water, the 
Juice which is very pleaſant, thickens the 
Water, and makes it a perfect Syrrop, 28 f 
you had put ſo much Sugar into it. I have 
been at ſome Entertainments in Iſjpaban, 
where they have had above fifty ſorts of Fruit 
at Table, ſome of which grow three or four 
hundred Leagues off. France, or hal, 
can't afford any Thing like it. Nothing is 
more common to be ſeen there than the 
Pomgrannate, which is very excellent: 
There are ſeveral ſorts, as White, Fleſb- Co- 
lour, Roſe-Colour, and perfe& Red ; there 
are ſome which have ſuch tender Kernels in 
them, that you can ſcarce feel them in you! 
Teeth, and others that have not a Mem- 
brane, or little Skin, between the Seeds 
Pomgrannates come from Lſd, which weigh 
above a Pound; the Apples and FO 


— 
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I mean the beſt, come from Jheria, and the 
Parts adjacent; the Dates from Carame nia, 
2s I have obſerv'd ; the Pomgranates from 
Chiras ; and the Oranges from Hyrcania. 
9winces, amongſt the reſt, are very good in 
Perſia, having a ſoft and agreeable Taſte ; 
and among the Fruits for the Curioſity of 
them, they reckon the Onions of BadGria, 
that are as large and ſweet as Apples. 

There are juſt ſuch others grow at Carek, a 

little Iſle in the Gulph of Perſica. Bac ria, 

beyond all the World, is one of the Coun- 
tries that produces the beſt and fineſt Fruits; 
there are Prunes, as our Prunes of Brignole, 
dut more agreeable and better for the Sto- 

mach; half a Dozen bqil'd in Water make a 

gentle Purge, and if you only mingle with 

them as much Sens as one takes up be- 
tween a Finger and Thumb, it makes a com- 
pleat Medicine ; they call them Alow Bocora, 

that is to ſay, Prunes of Bocora, which is a 

Town belonging to the Bafrians, in little 
Tartary, ſituated on the River Oxus. 

The Piſtachot grow at Cabin, and round 
about in the Countries of Media, and are 
larger than thoſe of Syria; they grow no 
where in the World that I know of, but in 
n- ¶ choſe two Places: They have one ſort of 
P:/tacho-Nuts, that I never ſaw any where 
gh Welle, which are not ſo good as the others, 
and are as ſmall as Cherry-Stones ; the 

| Wy eras eat them dry, fry'd with Salt: 

F 4 Tho 
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They give you ſome of them at all Colls WM in 
tions, eſpecially when there's any Wine u in 
the Table. | | | co 

They have moreover, Almonds, gren ex- 
Nuts, little Nuts, Filberds, and Figs, that I tha 
are excellent to the higheſt Degree. The MW in 
greateſt Exportation ot Fruits is from Tin 
Olives likewiſe grow in Perſa, on the But 
Frontiers of Arabia, and in Mazendera of 
near the Caſpian Sea; but they don't know 
how to preſerve them, nor extract Oil out 
of them. 

1 ſhall not diſcourſe in this Chapter of 
the Grain, which the Earth produces for 
the Nouciſhment of Men and - Beaſts, be- 
cauſe I ſhall treat of them in the Chapter uf 
Mechanic Arts, and Trades under the 
Article of Husbandry, or Agriculture. 


— 


C HA. VI. 
Concerning the Flowers of P ERSIA. 


HERE are all ſorts of Flowers 1 
Perſia, that are to be met with l 
France, and in the fineſt Countries of Fun 
but they are not equally diſtributed in! 
the Provinces ; for there are fewer ſorts Maga 
Flowers, and a leſs Quantity, even of to 
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in the Southern Parts of the Kingdom, than 
in the others, an exceſſive Heat being as much 
contrary to the Nature of moſt Flowers, as 
t WH extream Cold; from whence it happens, 
chat there are not ſo many Kinds of Flowers 
in India, as in Perſia, tho they are alike 
in this, that they laſt all the Year round. 
e WY But the Flowers of Perſia, by the Vivacity 
of cheir Colours, are generally handſomer 
chan thoſe of Europe, and thoſe of India. 
Hyrcania is one of the fineſt Countries for 
Flowers ; for there are whole Foreſts, of 
Orange-Trees, fingle and double Jeſſamins, 
all the Flowers that we have in Europe, and 
ſeveral that we have not. The moſt Eaſtern 
Part of that Country, which they call Ma- 
zenderan, is nothing but one continu'd 
Parterre, from September, to the End of 
April. All the Country is at that Time co- 
verd over with Flowers ; and it is likewiſe 
the beſt Time for the Fruits; as on the Con- 
trary in the other Months, they ceaſe to 
Flouriſh, by reaſon of the exceſſive Heat, 
and Malignity of the Air. Towards Me- 
dia, and the Southern Parts of Arabia, the 
Fields produce of themſelves Tulips, Ane- 
mones, ſingle Renunculuss of the fineſt Red, 
and Imperial-Crowns. In other Places, 
as round about Iſpahar, the Jonquils grow 
of themſelves, and there are Flowers that 
laſtall the Winter. They have in the proper 
_ Seaſon, 
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Seaſon, ſeven or eight ſorts of Daf. Wort 
dils, Lilly Convallies, Lillie: and Violets, Wy; 
of all Colours, fingle and double Pink, % 
and the Pinks of India, which are of ſo Wh! 
gay and bright a Colour, that they dae 
the Eye; ſingle and double Feſſamins, and 
thoſe which we call Spaniſh Jeſſamint, that 
for Beauty and Fragrancy, far ſurpaſs thoſe ran 
of Europe. They have a fort of Malloy 
too, that are of a very beautiful Colour, 
The Twlips at Iſpaban have a ſhort Still 
not growing above four Inches from the 
Ground. Among the Flowers that grow, 


during the Winter-Seaſon, are the white and iſh pl 
blew Somboul, which is the ſame Flow Nied 
with what we call the Hyacinth, the Lilly Cr: 
of the Valleys, little Txlips, the Violet, ich: 
the Liriconfancy's, and the Myrrh. In the Win, a 
Spring-time, they have the like Plenty of ſte Pc 
yellow and red Gill;flowers, Ambreit: f 21 


all Colours, and a Flower we have not, 28 
I know of, that ſeems to me to be one ofthe 
fineſt in Nature ; they call it Gulmibel, thats 
toſay, a Clove Gilliflower, becauſe it perſed. 
ly reſembles a Clove ; it is of an incomp# 
rable Scarlet Colour; there is nothing in Ne 
ture or Art to be ſeen, that has ſo lively 
Look with it ; every Sprig bears Thitf 
of theſe Flowers, rang d in a round For 
and about the Bigneſs of a Crovieaks | 
Piece in Circumference. The Roſe, whidl 


5 ſo common among them, is of bs 
"tt 
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orts of Colours, beſides its natural one, 
bite, Tellom, Red, which we call the Sa- 
% Roſe, and others of two Colours, viz, 
ded on one Side, and White or Tellow on the 
ther. The Perſſant call theſe Roſes Don 
Rove, or Two Places. I have ſeen a Roſe- 
ree, which bore upon one and the ſame 
ranch, Roſes of three Colours, ſome Tel- 
w, others Yellow and White, and others 
ellow and Red. They make great Green 
lower-Pots in the Spring, which are very 
preeable to the Eye; with theſe they 
gorn their Apartments, and their Gardens 
placing upon theſe Pots a Couch o 
ted Earth, intermingled with the Seed 
Creſſes, and keeping 1t always coverd 
ith a wet Cloth. The firſt Rays of the 
In, make the Seed ſprout out, and you ſee 
te Pot all over Green, jaſt like the Rind 
aTree over-run with Moſs: But there 
nothing more beautiful to behold than 
e Trees in Bloſſom, particularly the Peach- 


türe, becauſe the Bloſſoms are ſo very thick 
feln them, that you can't look through 
np em. 

Nr! bave made mention, among the other 


ly powers that grow at Iſpaban, of the Hya- 
ig , which they call Somboul ; where- 
don, I muſt tell you, that Pietro della valle 
eaks in his Relations, of a Root exquiſite 
r its fragrant Smell, and Perfume, which 
lays, the Perſians call Sombout Catay, or 


Tar- 
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Tartarian ; and as he ſaid no more of it, 
than barely that it was an Odoriferons Noa, I Fru 
ſeveral People ask d me at my Return, what Nin 
it was? I believe it can be nothing elſe but I pal 
the Spica Nardi, mention'd in the Goſpel, Nat 
which in Engliſh, we call Spikenard; for 
Somboul in Arabick, ſignifies Spike, or Ew 
of Corn, from whence the Arabick fire 
zomers term that Sign of the Zodiack, which 
we call Virgo Somboul, or Bearer of Ears of 
Corn, by reaſon of the Sheaf of Corn, 
which . Painters place in her Hand: But! 
never heard any Body in Perſa ſay, that 
ſuch a Fruit grew there, and I will venture 
to ſay, that Pzetro della Valle is miſtaken in 
that, as he has been in many other Things, 
by taking a Compound for a Root. I have 
made it my general Obſervation in Perſia 
and Turkey too; that they call many Things 
that are, exquiſite in their Kind, Catq, of Fe 
Tartarian ; not that they mean by this, A 


that it came from thence, but only to ex- wy 
_ - preſs the Rarity, and the Value of the = 


Things : As for Example, they call the 
Brocards of Venice, Zerbaft Catay, that is to 
ſay, Tartarian Cloth of Silver. 
After what I have ſaid of the Number 

and Beauty of the Perſian Flowers, on 
would be very apt to imagin, that they mult 
of courſe have the fineſt Gardens in the 
World; but it is no ſuch thing; on the 
Contrary I have found it to be a * 
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Rule, that where Nature is moſt Eaſy and 
Fruitful, they are very raw and unskilful 
in the Art of Gardening. This comes to 
paſs, by reaſon, that in thoſe Places, where 
Nature plays ſo excellently the Part of a 
Gardner, if 1 may be permitted to uſe the 
Expreſſion, Art bath in a Manner nothing 
to do. The Gardens of the Perſſans, com- 
monly conſiſt of one great Walk, which 
parts the Garden, and runs on in a 
ſtraight Line, border d on each ' fide by a 
Row of Plantanes, with a Baſon of Water 
nthe middle of it, made proportionable 
nBigneſs to the Garden, and likewiſe of 
two other little Side- Walks, the Space be- 
geen them is confuſedly ſet with Flowers, 
nd planted with Fruit - Treec, and Roſe- 
Buſbes ; and theſe are all the Decorations 
hey have. They don't know what Par- 
erres and Green-Houſer, what Wilder- 
eſſes and Terraſſes, and the other Orna- 
tients of our Gardens are, The moſt par- 
the cular Reaſon one can aſlign for this, is, 
te bat the Perſians don't walk ſo much in 

ardens as we do, but content themſelves 
With a bare Proſpect, and breathing the 
ber eln Air: For this End, they ſet themſelves 
den in ſome part of the Garden, at their 

lt coming into it, and never move from 
heir Seats till they are going out of it. 


CHAP. 
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Of Metals and Minerals To which I; annex] 
Diſcaunſe of Jewels. 


1 


A Perſia is very Mountainous, it is fil 
4 of Metal and Minerals, which they 
have begun to draw out by Force in this u 
Century, much more than in the preceding 
Ages. It is to the great Abas that this Diligents 
of theirs is owing, and it was the great Nun 
ber of Mineral Waters, which are here an 
there to be met with in all Parts of the King 
dom, which induc'd him to cauſe the Wort 
of the Mines to be carry'd on with Vigom 
The Metals that are the moſt uſual to be 
met with in Perſia, are Iron, Steel, Braſs 
and Lead. They have not as yet, found an 
Gold or Silver there. They are however 
very well aſſur'd that there muſt be ſome 
in the Mines, it being impoſſible that (0 
many Mountains which produce all ſortse 
Metals, and Sulpher, and Salt-Petre, bod 
not likewiſe produce thoſe Minerals of tit 
Sun and Moon: But the Perſſant are tot 
ſlothful to make any Diſcoveries. Amo 
them, if they have what others before then 
us d to have, they ſtop there and fit dom! 
contented, and never trouble their Heads ff 


ſeek further into Things : If they * , | 
; ad 
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active, as reſtleſs, and as neceſſitous a People 
1s we are; there would not have been a 
Hole or a Corner of theſe Mountains, but 
would have been rak'd into, and rummag d 
everal and ſeveral times. That which 
roves it (till further, that there is Silver in 
Fhoſe Mines, is, that the Refiners always 
Ind their Encreaſe in the refining of it, and 
his could never be, but from the Silver 


Y 


bat is in the Lead, which they make 
Ale of in the refining of this Silver, and 
the melting, this unites itſelf to the other. 


he principal Mine which they work upon 
f Silver, even to this Day, is at Kervan, 
the County of Dendamon, four Leagues 
om Iſpaban, in a Mountain call'd Chaconch,, 
Mount- Royal. But as Wood and Coals 
e both very ſcarce at Ipaban, and in other 
aces, Mines are not to be met with that 
dound with Silver, the Expence always 
ceeding the Profit; from whence it is be- 
me uſual to ſay by way of Proverb, for 
| vain and fruitleſs Undertakings, It it the 
line of Kervan ; in that they lay out Ten 
Ir Nine: There are likewiſe Silver Mines 
Kirman and Mazenderan, We have 
eat room to believe, that the Luxury and 
ealth of Perſia formerly came from the 
ines of the Country, which are quite ex- 
uſted, or that they negle&ed to keep them 
dy reaſon of the plenty of Gold and 
ver, which Trade and Commerce bring 
o that Kingdom, The 
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The Iron Mines are in Hyrcania, in Son- 
thern Media, in the Countries of Partlis 
and in BaFria. There is Iron in Abundance 
but it is not ſo ſmooth and tractable as thy 
in England. 1. Bro. 
The Steel Mines are to found in the ſame 
Countries, and they produce a great deal 
for the Steel there is not worth above (+ 
ven Pence a Pound. This Steel is ſo full of 
Sulphur, that if you throw the Filings on 
the Fire, they will go off and make a fe. 
port like Gun powder. It is fine, having 
mighty thin and delicate Grain, a Quality 
which naturally, and without the help of 
Art, renders it as laſting as a Diamond, 
But on the other Hand, it is as brittle a 
Glaſs ; and as the Perſian Artificers don! 
very well underſtand how to fempet 
it, they have no Method among them of 
making Wheels and Springs, and othet mi 
nute and delicate Pieces of Workmanltip 
It however takes a very good Seaſoning dt 
Temper, by being thrown into cold Water; 
and this they do by wrapping it up il 
a wet Cloth, inſtead of putting it into! 
Trough of Water, after having made it vef 
warm, but not red hot. This Steel can if 
ver be join'd with Iron, and if it is put in 
too hot a Fire, it burns, and becomes In 
the Droſs of a Coal. They mix it with! 
dian Steel, which is ſofter, tho' it be equal N 
full of Sulphur, and held in 3 
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eſteem. The Perſians call both the one and 
the other ſort of Steel Poulad Jauberder, 
Waſh'd Steel, which is that we call Damask d 


Europe. They melt it down in a round form 
ike the hollow of one's Hand, and in little 
Equare Sticks. 

Braſs thrives principally at Sary, in the 
ountains of Maaenderan. There is alſo 
ome in BaFria, and near Casbir. It is rough 
f it ſelf, and-to ſoften it, they mingle it 
ith the Braſs of Sweden or Japan; propor- 
joning one part of foreign Braſs to twenty 
f their own: This is the Metal they make 
e moſt uſe of. 

The Lead Mines are near Kirkman and 
id, and theſe laſt are thoſe which have 
e greateſt ſhare of Silver in them. | 
Minerals abound throughout all Perfa ; 
Ibbur and Salt Petre are extracted out 
the Mountain of Damavend, which ſepa- 
tes Hircania from Parthida: Antimony is 
und in Caramenia. But it is a Baſtard ſort, 
that having melted it, they found nothing 
it but fine Lead. Emery, which is near 
ris, is pretty harſh, but it loſes its harſh- 
ls when it is pounded ſmall; quite con- 
ry to that of the Indies, which the ſmal- 
it is made, the more ſtrong and ſharp it is, 
which Reaſon it is counted much better. 
tor the Vitriol and Mercury, thoſe are things 
they want in Perſia, as much as they do 
Vol. I, G Tin, 


Steel, to diſtinguiſh it from the Steel of 
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Tin. They are forced to ſend for them to 
the Indies. 

Salt is made by Nature alone, without the 
leaſt Art, Sulphur and Alom are made af. MW 
ter the ſame manner. There are two fort | * 

of Salt in the Country, that of the Earth MW | 
and that of the Mines or Rocks. There h ( 
nothing ſo common in Perſia as Salt, for 8 
a 
P 
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on the one hand there is no Duty laid upon 
it, and on the other you may ſee whole 
Plains ten Leagues or more in length, co- 
ver d quite over with Salt; and fo you will 
find others as much cover'd over with &. 
pbur and Alom. You paſs by a vaſt Quan 
_ tity of them in the Roads of Parthida, Per 
ſida, and Caramenia. There is a Plain o 


Salt near Caſban, which you muſt paſs thr je, 

to go to Hircania, where you will meet inf 

with Salt as neat and pure as any can b. ö 
whatſoever. In Media, and at Iſpaban, th gde 

— Salt is taken out of the Mines, and cary d 19 b. 
| great Quarters like Free-ſtone. It is ſo har yy 
in ſome Places, as in the uninhabited Corona 7, 

via, that they make uſe of it as Stones in th vil 
building of poor Peoples Houſes. 900 

The Marble, the Free. ſtone, and the Sad its 

come from Hamadan particularly, which leng 


| the ancient Saſa. There are ſeveral ſorts qq f 
Marble in Perſia, as White, Black, Red, ani vith 
ſome vein d with White and Red. lt Marl 
brought from Nair, near a Market- Town them 
Suſiana, call d Sary; it breaks into wy en 

1 4018 
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Fables, juſt like Slate; but the moſt ad- 

mirable of all, is that which comes from a 
Place hard by Tauris. It is almoſt as tranſpa- 
rent as Rock- Chryſtal, and you may ſee thro' 
Tables of an Inch thick, if not more. This 
Marble is white, mingled with a green paliſh 
Colour, like the Fadde, which is a precious 
Stone, of a pale Green: It is fo tender, that 
a Knife will enter it, which makes many 
People think, that it is not a true Mineral, 
neither has the Conſiſtence of Parts, and 
cement like a true Genuine Stone. 

The Perſians dont make uſe of a Flint to 
their Guns, nor to ſtrike Fire with. They 
have a Wood which ſerves them inſtead of 
Steel and Flint, and has the ſame Effect, 
becauſe if one is ſtruck againſt theother, they 
nflame and fire immediately. 

Towards the Frontiers of Arabia, on the 
de of Babylon, there are whole Rows, from 
'0 1 whence you may gather that ſort of Pitch 
Which we call Bitumen. | 

In the Countries round about Taxris, you 
will find the Mineral Azure, but it is not ſo 
good as that which comes from Tartary ; 
Its Colour alters, becomes dark, and at 
length vaniſhes quite away. 

In Armenia and Perſida, you may meet 
with abundance of Bole-Armonick, and a 
Marl which is like White Soap, and ſerves 
Wim for the ſame Uſes as Soap. The Wo- 
Wn uſe jt, moſt eſpecially when they waſh 


n 
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Mines of Iſnglafs diſcovered there. 
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their Heads at the Bagnio. There are alſo 


In Hyrcania, on that fide they call Mazen- ll © 
deran, they have found the Pretoleum, or il © 
Naphtha: There is both white and black. 
It is uſed in varniſhing and painting, and in 
Phyſick too, for the curing of raw cold 
Humours. There is a great deal of Naphtha 
to be met with in other Places, as in Chaldea, 
where the meaner ſort of People burn the 
Oyl that is made of it. 

But the richeſt Mine in Perſia is that of the 
Turkey - Stones; they have it in two Places, 
at Nichapour in Coraſton, and in a Mountain 
that is between Hyrcania and Parthida, four 
Days Journey from the Caſpian Sea, named 
Phirous-Cou, or, The Mount of Phirons, who 
was one of the ancient Kings of Perſia, that 
conquered this Country, and built up Towns 
and Caſtles in it. Pliny calls this Mountain 
the Caucaſus. The Mine of the Turkey-Stones 
was likewiſe diſcovered, during the Reign 
of that Phirous, and took its Name from him. 
So does the fine Stone that we get out 
from it, and call Turkey Stone, becauſe it 
comes from the true ancient Tarkey, for they 
in the Eaſt call it Phirouze. They have ſince 
diſcovered another Mine of theſe ſort of 
Stones, but they are not ſo fine and lively; 
they call them New Turkey-Stones, which 18 
what we call the new Rock, to diſtin- 


guiſh them from the others, which are ol 
Tur 
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Turkeys : The Colour of it goes off in 
time. They keep all that comes out of the 
old Rock for the King, who after he has 
pickd and cull'd the beſt, ſells or trucks 
away the remainder. The Miners and the 
Officers overlook it, taking care to carry off 
as much as they can; and from thence it 
comes to paſs, that one ſo often runs great 
Hazards in buying theſe Turkey-Stores, 

After theſe Mines of precious Stones, I 
muſt ſet down the Fiſhery of Pearls, which 
is all along the Gulph of Perſſca, but par- 
ticularly round the Iſle of Baberin. This 
fihery has a prodigious Plenty, and produ- 
ez more than a Million of Pearls a Year. 
{ have ſeen a Pearl taken out of it, that 
neigh'd Fifty Grains, and round to Per- 
kition : This was a great Rarity, the lar- 
reſt Pearls in that Sea weighing no more 
generally than Ten or Twelve Grains. The 
fih-r-men are obliged, under the ſevereſt 
Penalties, to preſent the King with the 
Pearls that are above that Weight; but (till 
that is a Point in which they perform their 
Truſt only when they have not an Oppor- 
tunity to break it. The Perſſans formerly 
paid a Tax to the Portuguexe, that they ſhould 
not trouble them in that Fiſhery : But ſince 
the Power of the Portugueze is fallen in the 
"ares, and that tis ſo low as we ſee it at 
this time of day reduc'd, the Perſian have 
pay de little or nothing, 400 what they did 

G 3 Was 
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was only by way of Preſent ; but now they I ge 
give them nothing at all. . | 

The Pearl has pompous Names every 
where throughout the Eaſt, The Tark; 
and the Tartars call it Margeon, a Word 
which ſignifies a Globe of Light. The Pex. 
fans, Mervarid, that is to ſay, Offspring 
of Light; and Loulon, which ſignifies alſo 
Luminous and Brilliant; it is to expreſs its 
Fineneſs to the Eye. And truly the Pearls 
of Perſia have much more Splendor in them, 
and a higher Colour than the Pearls of the 
Weſt. The Term of Loulou is very proba- 
bly the Original of the French Word Lueur, 
that is to ſay, a glimmering Light, juſt as 
from the Word Mervarid, the People of the 
Weſt of Europe, have iram'd the Name o 
Margarites, by which they us'd to (ignihe 
Pearls: They take them in very large 
Oyſters, near the Iſle of Babarin, where the 
Sea is made ſoit and ſweeten'd, by the In- 
rermixture of a prodigious number of Sub- 
terraneous Canals that carry their Water! 
- thither. They ſay that theſe Pearl-Fiſher 
men draw out ſweet Water, by laying 
of Pipes to the Hole by which the Wa- 
ter diſcharges it ſelf into the Sea. They 
even ſay, That when the Portugueze wers 
Lords of Babarin, as they were almoſt 
of the whole Gulpb, they provided theit 
Ships with Water out of that very Place 
drawing it up from the Deep of — 


as. 
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dea by Pumps. The Diversthat fiſh for Pearls 

are ſometimes near half a quarter of an Hour 
under Water, and ſhew an inconceivable 
Strength of Nature in theſe hazardous En- 
terprizes. | 

[ muſt add in this Place, that the Perſfars 

make a Diſtinction between Emranlds 3s 

we do between Rubies, They call the fineſt 
fort, the Emranlds of Egypt, the next ſort, 

old Exzraulds, and the third, new Emraulds. 
before the Diſcovery of the New World, 
Enraulds us d to come to them from Egypt, 
vbich were higher colour'd, as they pre- 
end, and harder than the Emranlds of the 
Weſt. They have ſeveral times ſhewn me 
eme of theſe Emranlds, which they call 
lmroud-Meſri, or of Meſraim, the ancient 
Name of Egypt; and likewiſe, Zemroud- A, 
beni, of Aſuan, a Town of Thebaida, call d 
dena by the ancient Geographers. But 
tough they ſeem to me to be very fine, of 
avery deep ſinking Green, and of a ſpright- 
ly Luſtre z yet I thought I had ſeen as good 
tom the Weſt-Indies, As for what belongs 
to the Hardneſs, I cannot ſay any thing to 
It, having never had an Opportunity of 
Tryal; and as it is certain that there has 
been no Talk this great while of any Mines 
f Enraulds in Egypt. It may very well be, 
bat the Emronlds of Egypt were brought 
hither by the Canal of the Red. Sea, coming 
elther from the Weſt-Indies, by the Philip- 
G 4 Piant, 
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pians, or from Pegu, or from the Kingdom of 
of Colconda upon the Coaſt of Coromandel, co 
from whence they daily got out Emraulds, bei 
The Perſſans will have it, that the Mines of W ou 
Egypt yield likewiſe the Oriental Ruby, the vil 
Topaz, and the Carbuncle; that Stone mere: W the 
ly nominal, which is to be met with no Ml of 
more, and was very probably never any Wl fick 
thing elſe but an Oriental Ruby of a higher WM ther 
Colour than uſual. They call this imagi- 
nary Stone 7cheb Chirac, the Flambeau of the 
Night, becauſe of the Property and Quality 
it has of enlightning all things round it; 
Cha Mobore, Royal Stone, and Cha Deva- 
cran, King of the Jewels. They attribute 
to it Supernatural Virtues; and that their 
Relation ſhould not fail of being fabulous 


enough, they tell you, that the Carbwncle My 
was bred cither in the Head of a Dragon, D 
a Griffin, or a Royal Eagle, which was ar 
found upon the Mountain of Caf. The aller 
Orientaliſt give this Name to the Hyperborean ſtrait 
Mountains. As to the Ruby, they call iti ate y 
Yacut Feylani , and Tacut is apparentlyM porti, 
the Radix or Root of the Term Hyacinth, and v 
a Name which we give to Rubies that areMWtheir 
ſoft and tender. It is true, there are Mines Cour! 
of precious Stones in Ceylan, but then thereſſ high 
are none of them but what are ſoft and ten end T 


der. They likewiſe call it Balacebani, theYWthrow 
Stone of Balacchan, which is the Pegs, from they p 


whence I judge might be deriv'd the Namq not 
9 
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of Balays, which they give to their Roſe” 
colour'd Rubies. It is natural that the Eaſt, 
being the Source of the Mines from whence 
our precious Stones come, we ſhould like- 
wiſe have their original Names come from 
thence along with them. Even the Name 
of Jeweller, which is given to the Traf- 
fckers that way, came undoubtedly from 


thence; for in all the Eaſtern Countries, 
they call them Jenaery. 


* 
dl. 


CH Ar. VIII. 
Of ANIMALS Tame and Wild. 


— 


[Moſt place the Horſe at the Head of all 
Domeſtick Animals. The Horſes of Per- 


a are the fineſt of all the Eaſt. They are 
he filler than the Exgliſb Saddle-Horſes are, 
an trait before, a little Head, and Legs that 
it ne wonderfully thin and fine, exactly pro- 


y portion'd, mighty gentle, good Travellers, 
«tb, nd very light and ſprightly. They carry 
zel their Noſes to the Wind when they run a 
Courſe, and gallop with their Heads lifted 
bigh in the Air, and this as they are bred 
ind Taught : But leſt their Heads ſhould be 
the brown back upon the Horſeman's Breaſt, 
rom tbey put them on a kind of Caveſon, which 
ama nothing but Leather, and like a _ 
0 ut 
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but broader, and very finely embroiderd, I Tt 
which bridles in their Noſes, and paſſing I an 
between the Legs, is faſten d like the Breaſt- I bu 
leather to the Girth under the Horſe's Belly, WM do! 
The Horſes wear a long Tail which they Li 
braid, and tie up ſometimes, They are 1 
very gentle and and managable, eaſy to feed, ¶ the 
and do good Service till they are eighteen or ¶ hay 
twenty Years old. They know not what a MW very 
Gelding is among all the Horſes they have MW iy 7 
in Perſia. | have told yon they are the WM hun 
fineſt in the Eaſt ; but they are not for that MW I 
Reaſon the beſt, nor the moſt ſought after, WM Aſc: 
Thoſe in Arabia ſurpaſs them far, and are WM The 
mightily eſteem'd in Perſea for their lightneſs: N ars, 
They are in their Make like perfect Jades, 
and being lean and wither'd, they make a 
wretched Figure. The Perſſans ſay, that to 
try the Horſes which are ſold for Arabs of: 
good Breed, which is in Arabia Felix, you 
muſt make them go thirty Leagues an end, anc 
at a good rate, and aftewards lead them 1n 
to the Water up to their Breaſts, and the 
give them their Oats ; if then they fall tc 
their Oats greedily, they are true Arabia 
Horſes. The Perſians have ſeveral Tart: 
rian Horſes too, that are lower than tho 
of Perſia, and more burly and ugly, b 
will bear more Fatigue, are more lively an 
nimble for the Race. Horſes are very de: 
in Perſia; the fine ones are valu'd from 
Thouſand Livres, to a Thouſand Crow? 
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The great Exportation of them to Turkey 
and the Indies is what makes them ſo dear ; 
but they can't carry any out of the King- 
dom, without a ſpecial Permiſſion from the 
King, 


there, after the Horſe, is the Mule; they 
have very good ones in Perſia, that Pace 
very prettily, never Stumble, and very rare- 
ly Tire. The higheſt Price of a Mule is five 
hundred Livres. 

The other Beaſts of Uſe, after theſe, are 
Ales, and they have two Kinds of them; 
The Aſſes of the Country, which are like 
urs, ſlow, and heavy, are employ d for 
thing but to bear Burdens; and a Breed 
Arabian Aſſes, that are mighty fine Beaſts, 
nd the beſt Aſſes in the World; they have 
mooth ſhining Hair, they carry their 
leads lofty, their Feet are light, and they 
ove them gracefully as they go along; 
lieſe are kept for Riding; the Saddles 
wich they put on their Backs are round, 
like Pack-Saddles, but flat at Top, made 
ther of Cloth or Tapiſtry , with Stirrups, 
and Furniture: They fit nearer towards the 
Crupper than the Shoulders. Some of them 
dave all Silver Furniture, and their Maſters 
ove them for their Lightneſs and eaſie 


ing. There are ſome of them valu'd 


a tour hundred Livres, and there is no 
uh thing as having one that is tolerably 
good 


The beſt and commoneſt way of riding 
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good under five and twenty Piftoles. They 44 
eſteem them the ſame as Horſes. The ! 
Church-men, that are not in any Poſt or 15 


great Benefices, affect riding upon Aſſes. 
They teach theſe tame Beaſts nothing but I . 
to pace; and the Art they have of breeding 3 
them up to it, is by tying their Legs, the 920 
foremoſt to the hindermoſt with two Cot- 
ton Cords, which they proportion to the 
Step of the Aſs that is to pace, and theſe 
Strings they buckle up to the Girt on each 
fide, in the Place where the Stirrups uſually 
hang. There are a ſort of Grooms that mount 
rhem Night and Morning, and exercife 
them, till they have learnt perfectly how to 
pace. They learn it by being driven on by 
the Groom, and at the ſame time ſtopt by 
the Cord, when they ſtep'd to ſuch Diſtan- 
ces as are proper to form the Pace. They 
commonly make a manag d Beaſt or two go 
Side by Side with them when they are train- 
ing them up, that they may take the Ste 
the ſooner -: Theſe Beaſts go ſo quick, that 
there is no following of them without gal 
loping. They likewiſe teach their Horſe 
to ſtop ſhort of a ſudden, and fall back ot 
their Breech in the middle of a Courſe. 
The Perſians underſtand Horſes very wel 
and have mighty good Jockeys. I have al 
ready ſpoke of the Food of Horſes in the 
Firſt Volume. They make their Litters 0 


their own Dung dry'd and beat to ron 
Witt 
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with which they throw up their Beds two 
or three Inches thick. Every Morning they 
ſpread the Dung of theſe Beaſts in the Stable- 


Yard, to dry in the Sun, and at Night, upon 


2 little beating, it crumbles into Powder: 
Being ſpread out all Day to dry in the Sun, 
the Smell of it evaporates away, ſo that the 
Stables have no ill Smell. They uſe alſo 


mother Expedient to prevent that Smell, 


vw. By mixing ſome Salt with the Horſes 
Barley when they feed them. The Curry- 
combs of that Country are made without 
Handles, the edges of them are dented, and 
eye inſtead of Rubbers; they rub them 
iter that with a Felt: They keep their 
tables very clean, ſo that they do not ſmell 
ours do, There ate no Mangers neither, 
zin our Country: The Horſes eat their Oats 
nd Barley in a Hair Bag ty'd about their 
leads, the Horſes Shoes are flat, without 
eels, and thinner than ours; yet they laſt 
nuch longer, by the Reaſon, the Perſſan 
lier Hoofs are much harder than ours, 
ind much better and ſounder, and bear 
Mailing every where, which is owing to 
be wholſomneſs of the Air. Thoſe light 
nd ſmooth Shoes make the Horſes ſwifter 


naRace. . They do not Shoe their Horſes 


n Winter, and in Froſty-weather, other- 
viſe than in Summer, but they Nail on their 
ves with Nails of bigger and ſharper 
Heads, Other Beaſts are Shod in the tons 

an- 


* — 
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Manner as thoſe are, except in Winter, in] ſuc 
thoſe Parts where it freezes. There is no feat I eit 
of the Horſes ſliding in Perſia, for the Streets Pre 
are not Pav'd. They have a way alſo in] 2nc 
Winter of Painting the Horſes with Hen, thi: 
that yellow Paint abovementioned, uſed 
likewiſe by Men and Women; they anoin 
their Legs, and their whole Bodies, up te 
their Breaſts with it, and ſometimes thei 
Heads ; they ſay that it keeps them from the 
Cold, tho it is rather uſed for Ornament 
for in ſeveral Parts it is done at all Seaſons 
They Paint on the King's Horſes for diſtin 
ction ſake, a broad Tagged Lace, with Flouri 
ſhes like thoſe of Coronets. 

In Perſia, none but the King can keep 
Stud of Horſes, The Governours and Lieu 
tenants of Provinces, who have any 0 
their own, keep them with his Leave. Th 
King has very large Studs in all Parts of th 
Kingdom. In Media, and in the Provinc 


of Pera, and chiefly, near Perfepolis, wher i ve 
the beautifulleſt Horſes of the Kingdom a The; 
bred. There are Stables alſo in every Prc by ft 
vince, and in moſt great Cities, that therſate 
may be always Horſes ready for the Troop per t 
ers, the Trades-men, and all others in toy”! 0 
King's Pay, and to the Officers ; for they'd 
never deny a Horſe to any of thoſe Me 1 k 
when they ask for one; but when onqg "ic 
they have had one, they cannot return biu die 


they muſt keep him, They ſend ſomety |: 


—— 
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ſuch vaſt Number of Horſet to the King. 
either from his Studs, or by the Way of 

«lf Preſents, that his Stables cannot hold them; 
and then they are divided among the Weal- 
thieſt Houſe-keepers, to every Houſe one, 
nd they are oblig'd to keep them, till they 
are ſent for; they have in the mean while 
the Liberty of riding them. All the King's 
Hrſes are Mark'd with a large brown Tu- 
lip, on the near Thigh. All other People's 
Horſes are Mark'd on the other Side. Thoſe 
who have any of the King's Horſes cannot 
ſell them ; but they may ſwap them between 
dem; and when the Horſes die in their 
lands, they muſt cut off the Piece of Skin 
mere the Mark is, with a little Fleſh to it, 
nd carry it to the King's Maſter of the 
lurſe in that Place, who blots the Horſe ont 
« the Regiſter, after they have taken an 
bath, that the Horſe died a natural Death, 
md not for want-of Care, and then they 
ve another given them, with asking for. 
They affirm, that the Officers of the Stables, 
Y ſteeping that Bit of Horſe-Skin in the 
Water for a few Hours, know what Diſtem- 
per the Beaſt died of, whether of Hunger, 
or of hard Work, or whether it has been 
bd; for ſometimes a Trooper when he 
an keep bis Horſe no longer, is willing to 
one be rid of him; or he that has a bad one, 
bin wides the ſame Thing, that he may ask for a 
tir bener. They obſerve in Horſe Bargains, 
ſach the 


4 
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the ſame Conditions as they do with us, and Wer 
may return them three Days after Trial. of 
I will paſs by the Trappings and Saddles Miro, 
of Perſia, which are the ſame as in Turkey, Nau 
except perhaps the Saddles, which are a lit- 
tle higher, yet they never, or very ſeldom, Ii. 
hurt their Horſes, becauſe the Cuſhion be. Moi 
ing looſe from the Saddle, the Groom ſees 
preſently whether it hurts the Horſe ; and 
every Morning he beats the Cuſhion with 2 
Flint to ſoften it. Theſe Cuſhions are richly 
Embroider'd on the Back- ſide, and a little 
on the Right-ſide. The Perſians allo ride 
with ſhort Stirrups, as the 7ar{s do, but 
their Trappings are richer. 
. They ſlit the Aſſes, and ſometimes the 
Mules Noſtrils, that they may draw in more 
Air, and breath more freely in running 
They Purge all thoſe Beaſts in Spring. fire | 
with a light and juicy Plant, call'd Ka 
which works them violently for four of 
five Days; then they give them green Bale) 
for five or ſix Days, which they blend after 
wards with their chopt Straw for three 0 
four Weeks: They do not ride the Horſe 
for the firſt Fortnight, they keep them 1 
the Stable; and alſo they give them no Lit 
ter for the firſt ſix Days. | 
Theſe Beaſts are ſubject to many Diſtem 
pers, moſt of them unknown in our Coun 
try; for Inſtance, when they eat too muc 
Barley, they are troubled with ſwollen Fee 
gro 


a 


n 


WW 


grow Weak, and in their Breaſts riſes a kind 
of Wen, which they cure, either with a hot 
Iron, and no Barley for ſome Days, or with 
launcing the Swelling which they keep open 
and running with a Willow 'twig run thro' 
i, There grow ſometimes in the Horſes 
Noſes too Griſtles, one on each fide, which 
ke away their Stomachs, and ſwell their 
bellies, and make it as hard as a Drum, and 
uſe the Horſes to lie down Night and 
yy ; and if they are not look d after, they 
le of it in eight and forty Hours. They 
that Diſtemper Nachan : As they pre- 
atlyknow it, by ſqueezing the Beaſt's Noſe, 
they cut it open on each fide ſpeedily, 


& can, and immediately the poor Beaſts re- 
her, and are as ſound as ever. Beſides, they 
ie another Griſtle growing ſometimes 
in the Fleſh, on one ſide of their Eye, 
ch expoſes them to the hazard of their 
rs, which they likewiſe draw out by 
king an inciſion in the Part, after they 
e caſt the Horſe dowry. Laſtly, thoſe 
als loſe again their Stomachs, by a ſwel- 
in their Lips, which is cured with run- 
Wan Awl through a vein in the roof of 
it Months. They cure moſt other Di- 
pers incident to Horſes, either in their 
tFeet, or Hoofs, with a hot Iron, im- 
lately, Tis likewiſe the eaſieſt and the 
Cure for the Men of the Eaſt Coun- 
Vol. I. H try, 
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il take out of it thoſe Griſtles as whole as 
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try, as I ſhall inform ye in its proper Place. 
I have ſeen in Perſia, a receipt for fatning I a; 
a Horſe, tried very ſucceſsfully ; they knead MW j;x 
ſome Skake-skin and Meal together, and 
make it up into Balls as big as an Egg, which 
they give their Horſes. th 

The Camel is a Beaſt much prized by the} 
Eaſtern Peple; they call him Kechty Krowh 
Konion, i. e. a Ship of the Continent, upon 
the account of the great Load he carrie, 
which is uſually twelve or thirteen hun- 
dred weight for great Camels; for there ar 


two ſorts of them, Northern and Southern 10 
ones, as the Perſians call them. The latter Mad 
which travel from the Perſian Gulph to Ir 
har, and no further, are much ſmaller tha e 
the other, and carry but ſeven hunde ant: 
weight: Yet they bring their Maſters e 
much or more Profit, becauſe they coſt lit eu r 


tle or nothing to keep. They lead the 
without Halter or Reins, grazing on thi 
Road as they go, for all their Load. The Cent 
ſhed their Hair fo clean in the Spring, tha 
they look like a ſcalded Pig, and then the 
Pitch him all over, to keep the Flies fro 
ſtinging him. The Camels Hair is the mol 
profitable Fleece of all tame Beaſts ; tht 
make of it very fine Stuffs; and in Eug 
we make Hats of it with a little Beaver m 
ed with it. They take notice when he 
in Love, that they may encreaſe his Los 
for otherwiſe he would be ungovernable 

| a 
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and ſometimes alſo he muſt be moraille. He 
flings and capers then about the Country 
like the nimbleſt Horſe. They obſerve like- 
wiſe, that his Love-fit continues always five 
or ſix Weeks, and then he eats much leſs 
than at other times. Tis remarkable, that 
when thoſe Creatures couple together, the 
females lie on their Bellies as when they 
re loaded. They are eleven or twelve 
Months a breeding ; and when they have 
wrought forth their Young ones, Grooms 
y them on their Bellies with their Feet 
folded for fifteen or twenty Days and Nights 
nthat poſture, to uſe them to it. They ne- 
tr lie otherwiſe, and have nothing but a 
Ile milk given them, to teach them to be 
ontent with a little Food; and they are fo 
ll uſed to It, that they will be eight or 
kn Days without Drinking. As for Food, 
tis the leaſt feeder of all Beaſts by far; 
ts 2 wonderful thing to ſee ſuch large 
Lratures kept with ſo ſmall a matter. There. 
ne abundance of them in Perſia, and they 
ny on a good Trade with the Tarks, who 
W great Numbers of them. The Perſar 
amels have but one Bunch, but the Indian 
nd Arabian ones have two. They breed 
fie Southern and Eaſtern Parts of the 
untry, as towards Arabia and Tartary, 
Wards the Indies and Perßßan Gulph, a kind 
' running Camels. , They call them Reva» 
„ 1. e. going. They trot ſo ſwiftly, that 

2 they 


Aſſes alſo. They tell all the Beaſts of Bur 
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they put a Horſe to the Gallop to follow 
them; tis that kind of Camels which the 
Hebrews call Gemela Sarka, flying Camels, 
In ſome of theſe Provinces, and eſpecially F 
towards the Perſian Gulph, they feed thoſe 
Beaſts with dried Fiſh and Dates; and the L 


den in the Eaſt Country by the Number of 
ſeven, called Kater, becauſe ſay they, 
Groom can look after ſo many. Anothe 
remarkable thing about Camels, is, that the 
are taught to go, and are led with a kind o 
a Tune, they order their Steps by cadend 
of the Voice, and go either quick or ſlo 
according to their Leader's Muſick: A 
likewiſe when they will have them perfor 


an extraordinary Journey, their Maſterse A 
tertain them with one of their favouri 10 
Tunes. 
The Perſian Oxen are like ours, except * 
wards the Borders of India, where they ba oo 
a Bunch on their Back: They cat little BF. . 
all over the Kingdom: They breed them Wi 
only for Carriage and Tillage: They Sh PT 
thoſe for Carriage, becauſe of the ſtony HW; 7 
they travel on. 4 "RT p, e 
There are no Hogs in Perſſa, but in I. ia 
and Media; in other Places they breed 1 7 
a ſort of ſmall Wild-Boar like a Pig. J, 
the Armenians, who inhabit the Country, i'r 
Iſpahan, bring them in Winter to (ell to de. 
Chriſtians ; the Skin of them is black me f 


rot 
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Wl cough, like that of the Boar; the Fleſh is 
WW red, lean, and dry, not ſo well taſted as the 
* Wl Pigs or the Boars Fleſh. 411 
l [ ſhall ſpeak of the ſmall Cattle in the 
Diſcourſe about Meats ; and ſhall only ſay, 
that Perſia abounds with Sheep and She- 
Goats : There are ſome of thoſe Sheep which 
we call Barbary Sheep with great Tails, one 
whereof weighs above thirty Pounds. That 
Tail is a great Load to thoſe poor Beaſts, 
nd 'tis the more troubleſome, becauſe tis 
ſmall and narrow at the Top, and broad and 
travy at the Bottom, and ſhaped like a 
feart. You ſee ſome often that cannot 
draw it after them; to thoſe they tie a little 
Cart with two Wheels to carry their Tails 
fer them the more eaſily. The moſt plen- 
ul Provinces of Pera in Cattle, are Bac- 
tiana, Media, and Armenia ; I have ſeen 
ere ſome Flocks of Sheep that cover d five 
it ſix Leagues ſpace. All 7urky is ſupplied 
mth Cattle from thoſe large Flocks, as far 
8 Conſtantinople. 

As to Veniſon, there is not ſo much of it 
n Perſia as there is in our Country, becauſe 
'*rſiq is, generally ſpeaking, an open Coun- 
hy: The Wood Countries, ſuch as Hirca- 
wa, Iberia, Chaldea, and next to thoſe, Ar- 
nenia and Media, have abundance of Bucks 
nd Deer ; in the hilly Countries are wild 
Me-Goats, and almoſt all the Kingdom over 
ie finds Rabbets and Hares, but in no great 
H 3 Plenty, 


— 
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Plenty. The Antelope is a very common | 
Beaſt all over the Eaſt: It is very pretty, MW laſ 


and ſmaller than the Deer. There are ſo of 
many of them in Europe, that it is needleſs WM Dr 
to deſcribe Him. It is ſuppoſed, that it is the WM ces 
Beaſt which the Hebrews call Chet, and per 
which they write with too Letters Caph and Ci 
Trſade, frequently mentioned in Scripture, ken 
Wild Beaſts are not very common in Per- to 
fa, generally ſpeaking, becauſe tis no Wood Vo 
Country, as I have obſerved ſeveral times: fin 
But in all Woody Countries, as in Hircavic WM vb! 
and Chaldea, there are abundance of Liows Wi (tun 
Bears, Tygers, Leopards, Porcupines, and bm 
Wild Boars. The Saying of the Ancients 0: 
of Hircania on that Account is very true, via. Loa 
That Hircania is the: Country of the Wilde” 3 
Beaſts. And when I was there, they hinder d len 
us from wandring out of the Towns, and of ber 
walking alone above five hundred Paces di 6na 
ſtance, leſt we ſhould be torn by ſome ou l 
- thoſe Beaſts, Take Notice however, that F 
there are but few Wolves in Hircania, anc ladd 
in the other Provinces z but you may ſeę lte 
every where a Beaſt that roars hideouſly Ml ce; 
called Chaka! ; he is very greedy of dead bie 
Bodies, which he digs up, except ſomebody fit 
watches the Grave. I have given a DeW'er: 
ſcription of them in my Journey from Pari mal] 
to Iſpahan, gero 
0 Or 


I have 


Sh 
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have but a Word to ſay concerning the 
lnſects of the Country, there being but a tew 
of them, which is to be imputed to the 
Drought of the Climate. In ſome Provin- 
ces there is an infinit? number of Graſhop- 
pers; you may ſee them fly along like 
Clouds, and ſo thick, that the Air is dar- 
ken'd with them. I ſhall have an occafion 
to ſpeak of them fully in the ſequel of this 
Work. There are, in ſome Parts of the 
lingdom, ſome large and black Scorpions, 
which are ſo venemous, that thoſe who are 
tang by them, die in five Hours: And in 
ome other Places Birds of a dreadful length, 
. An Ell long, and in bigneſs like a great 
Toad ; they have a rough Skin, and as hard 


2. 

. Ses Dog. Lis reported that they fall on 
Aden ſometimes, and Kill them. In the Sou- 
obern Provinces there are abundance of 
i- Cnats, ſome with long Legs, like thoſe we 


all Midges, and ſome white and as ſmall 
8 Fleas, which make no buzzing, but Sting 
d uddenly, and ſo ſmartly, that the Sting is 
like the prick of a Needle. Among the 
reeping Inſects, there is a long ſquare Worm, 
cad vbhich they call Hazar-pag, or a thouſand 
feet, becauſe it whole Body is full of Feet, 
De berefore it crawls very faſt : It is longer and 
arif knaller than a Caterpillar, and its Bite is dan- 
gerous, and even Mortal, when they get in- 
o one's Ears. 
1aVe 
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FA. 
Of the Tame and Wild Birds, and of Hunting 


HEY have in Perſia the fam 
winged Fowl which we have ih 
Europe, but not in ſuch Plenty. The 
Turkeys are ſcarce there: About thirty 
Years ago the Armenians brought a great 
many from Conſtantinople to Iſpaban, which 
they preſented to the King for a Rarity 
And to make them Amends, they weretold 
That the Perſians being unacquainted with the 
Way of feeding them, entruſted them with the 
Care of them And ſo they were diſtributed 
to ſeveral Houſes, to each Houſe one. The 
Armenians being tired with the Care and 
Charge of them, did let them ſtarve almoli 
in every Houſe, I have ſeen ſome that 
throve pretty well, in the Territory 0l 
Iſpahan, four Leagues off the City, at ſome 
Country Armenians Houſes, but they hat 
very few. Some belive that that Fow 
comes from the Eaſt-Indies, becauſe of it! 
French Name, Cock of India; but, on thi 
contrary, there are none at all. It mu 
come from the Meſt- Indies; except it Wi 
called Cock of India, becauſe, being bigge 
than ordinary Cocks, it refembles in Bigne 
he Indian Cocks, which are bigger 4 

. tha 
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than the ordinary Cocks of all other Coun- 
tries. The Perſians fatten ſome Hens which 
grow as big as any we have of that ſort. 
And the Armenians have Capons which 
grow ſo big and ſo fat, that they muſt be 
killed for their Fat. | 

Tame and wild Pidgeons are to be found 
in all Parts, but the wild ones are in greater 
Plenty ; yet they breed abundance of Pid- 
cons all over the Kingdom, upon the ac- 
count of their Dung, which is the beſt for 
Melons. I don't think there are any finer 
Dove-Coats in any part of the World. I 
have given a Draught of them on the other 
ide. Thoſe great Coops are fix times as big 
the biggeſt we have; they are built with 
Fick overlaid with Plaiſter and Lime, full 
a within of Holes for the Pidgeons to breed 
= in. All may build them that will, except 
thoſe Inhabitants who are of a different Re- 
gion from the Natives, there being no 
Clauſe to exclude them from that Privilege, 
tis but paying the Dung Tax. They reckon 
above three thouſand Pidgeon- Houſes about 
Iþahar, all built for the ſake of the Dung, 
20 "ore than for the ſake of the Breed of the 
= *idgeons, as I bave obſerv'd. They call 
It Tebalgons, i. e. enlivening: It is ſold a 
I tiſty, or Four - pence, the Twelve Pound 
Weight, on which the King lays a ſmall 
Tax. One of the beſt Sports the Rabble 
an have, is to catch Pidgeons in the Coun- 


try, 
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are ſcandalous, denoting an idle Fellow, and 
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try, and in the Cities alſo, tho* tis forbid- 
den. They take the wild Pidgeons by 
means of the tame ones, which are bred up 
for that purpoſe, and which they cauſe to 
fly all the day-long after the wild ones; 
andall thoſe they meet with they take in 
amongſt them in their own Flock, and carry 
them to the Dove Coat. | 

Sometimes tame Pidgeons bring away like- 
wiſe other tame Pidgeons from their Dove- 
Coats; ſo that all of a ſudden a Pidgeon- 
Houſe happens to be gutted and clear'd : No 
Satisfaction muſt be expected in that Caſe; 
the Pidgeon that flies into a ſtrange Pidgeon- 
Houſe, is accounted a wild Pidgeon. Thoſe 
Pidgeon-Hunters are called Keſter-baze, and 
Keſter perron, i. e. Deceivers and Stealers of 
Pidgeone. Thoſe Words, in a moral Senſe, 


a Pick-pocket : Truly the PidgeoneStealers 
ſpend whole Days at that Trade, and are 
not diverted from it by the Severity of the Will. 
Winter-Seaſon. TY big 

The Partridges in Perſia are, I believe, the WW ud 
biggeſt Partridges in the World, and of ang þ 
exquiſite Taſte ; tis a common thing to find Mt be 
ſome as big a Chicken. As to the Water B 
Fowls, ſuch as Geeſe, Ducks, Plovers, Cranes, MW. f 
Herons, Dy-dappers, and Snipes there ate 
ſome in all Parts; but there are greate 
Numbers of them in the Northern Provinces 


as in Armenia, Media, and Iberia, In theft y 
Autum 


* 
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Autumn and Winter-Seaſon there are alſo 
ſome as big as Turbey Ponte; the 
Fleſh of them is grey, and as delicious as 
that of the Pheaſant ; their Feathers are 
long and beautiful, and on their Head is a 
bunch of them, that looks like a Plume of 
Feathers. 

As to Singing Birds, they are the ſame in 
Perfia as in Europe. The Nightingale ſings 
in all Seaſons, but louder in Spring than at 
other times; The Chaſſinch warbles charming- 
ly ; The Lark ſings continually, and learns 
all forts of Tunes; The Martin alſo learns 
al he is taught; And another Bird like him, 
which they call Noura, twittles twattles all 
ly-long, and repeats comically what he 
tears others ſpeak. 

Among the Wild Birds, the moſt wonder- 
ful is that long Bill Bird, calld in Exgliſb, 
lie Pelican. The Perſians call it Tacab, 
e, Water drawer, or Water-carryer ; and 
lo M;ſe, i. e. Sheep, becauſe in Perſia it is as 
lg as a Weather; its Feathers are white, 
nd as ſoft as that of a Green Gooſe; by 
Is Head one would take it for a Monſter, 
t being ſo much leſs than its Body, and 
ts Bill ſo much longer proportionably, 
. from Sixteen to Eighteen Inches long, 
nd as big as one's Arm; under its Bill 
ung a Skin which it gathers up, and 
reads out like a Fan, that holds a Pail-full 
Water; it commonly lays its Bill on — 
Bac 
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Back to reſt it: That Bird lives upon Fiſh, Ml * 
and it is wonderfully cunning in catching Wl ? 
of it, watching it in Streams, and taking it F 
in its Bag, as in a Net ; when it opens its ! 
Bill, a Lamb might go through it: Then 
Name of Water-carryer, given it by the! 
Perſians, is becauſe that Bird, in the Deſarts [ 
of Arabia, and in other Places where there WI 2 
is no Water, is obſerved to build its Net WM Þ 
far from the Water, for Safety-ſake ; be. 
cauſe there being little Water in Arabi, t 
every body takes his Station near the Places ** 
where they find any. Now they affirm, thai | 
when its Young-ones want Water, it flies f 
two Days Journey from them, ſometimes, " 
to fetch Water, and brings it in its Bag. TI 
Mihometans believe, that God makes uſe oli * 
that Bird to ſupply the Pilgrims going toll 
Mecca with Water, when they find none l 
the Deſart, as he did make uſe of a Cro "8 
to relieve the Prophet Elias. Tis upo 0 
that account, perhaps, that we have give * 
that Bird the Name of Pelican, becaule 1 la 
really kills itſelf with the Care it takes of 
its Young-ones, as the Naturaliſts have re lat 
lated of their imaginary Bird, that peck G1 
open its Breaſt to feed its Young-ones wii l 
its Blood. | Ne an 
There is a kind of Bird in Perſa that i ** 
curious and wonderful, by the Effect Spring br 
Water has upon its Nature, for it ſmells ! = 


and follows it where-ever it is carry d, wit 
q 
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an unaccountable Fondneſs, It is as big as 
z Chicken, and has black Feathers, and grey 
Fleſh, and broad Wings, and flies in Flocks 
like Starlings ; they live on Graſhoppers 
where · ever they find them : And if a Coun- 
try be plagued with thoſe miſchievous In- 
ſects, one may be ſure to rid it of them, if 
one can but bring thither a company of thoſe 
Birds. The Perſians call them Abmelec, 
i.e, Water of Graſhoppers; intimating 
that Bird, which 1s allur'd by a certain Wa- 
ter, and eats Graſhoppers. The Water which 
has that powerful Influence on them, comes 
from a Spring in Ba@riana. They bring it 
in Glaſs-Bottles unſtopp'd, and keep it al- 
wys in a high and airy Place both on the 
Road and at Home : The Birds that follow 
it, tho they don't taſte a drop of it, always 
ſet near the Place where tis laid, and begin 
gain to fly, when thoſe that carry it ſet 
forwards again. 11] relate here upon that 
account, a Paſſage out of an old Eaſtern Re- 
lation, Entitled, Ihe Travels of Villamont, 
in the 97th Page, where he confirms my Re- 
lation, _ In Cyprus, about Harveſt time, the 
Ground breeds ſo many Graſhoppers, that 
they darken ſometimes the Light of the Sun; 
and where-ever they light, they burn and 
walte every thing without any poſſibility of 
preventing it, for the more you deſtroy, the 
more the Ground breeds. God raiſed them 
an Inſtrument tip deſtroy them in this man- 


ner, 
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ner. In Perſia near the City of Cxerch, is a Ml"! 
Fountain, the Water whereof has the Pro. co 
perty of deſtroying thoſe Graſhoppers, pro- 
vided it be brought in a Flaggon, and comes 
not under any Houſe or Cave, and be ſet 
on a riſing Ground within ſight of ſome 
Birds that follow it, and flie after the 
Men that bring it, and cry out continual- 
ly. Thoſe Birds are reddiſh and black, and 
go in Flocks like Starlings, The Turks and 
Perſians call them Muſſulmans. Thoſe Birds 
were no ſooner come to Cyprus, where the 
Graſhoppers were, but they preſently killed 
them with their Flight and their Singing; 
but if the Water be loſt or ſpilt, thoſe Birds 
diſappear ; as it happen'd when the Turk: 
took the Iſland ; for one of them going up 
to the top of the Steeple of the Cathedral of 
Famagoſta. found the Flaggon of Water, 
which he broke, ſuppoſing it to be full of 
Gold, or ſome otherprecious thing, and fo 
ſpilt all the Water. The Cyprians have 
been plagued with Gra-ſhoppers ever ſince. 

They catch Birds of Prey on the fide of 
Iberia to the North of Media; and they 


bring ſo many from other Places, that I que- Cor 
ſtion whether there be as many in any part * 
of the World. Perſia is very well ſeated on *% 


that account, being near Mount Caucaſus, 
Circaſſia, and Muſcovia, from whence come 2 
the beſt Birds of Prey: They take alſo 
abundance of them on the Hills, fifteen and Ther 


twenty Leagues off of Chiras, in the Pro- 
vince 


—_——— 
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vince of Perffa ; and they ſay that the largeſt 
come from thence, They underſtand like- 
wiſe extraordinary well there to teach them 
how to Hunt. The Perſicns teach the very 


zirds of Prey conſtantly kept in the King's 
ird-Houſe, viz. Spar-hawks, Hawks, Merling, 
Gorfalcons, Tierulo, Goſs-hawks and Lanners. 
all the Nobles alſo keep ſeveral for Hunt- 
ng, to which the Perſſans are inclind from 
their Youth, and even ſeveral of the com- 
mon People; for every body has the li- 
betty of Hawking, Shooting, and Hunting. 
(ne may ſee all the Year round, in the City 


uckwards and forwards with a Hawk on 
teir Hand: And as the King often preſents 
lids of Prey to his chief Officers, eſpecially 
b the Governors of Provinces; one may 
then ſee the Officers ſeven or eight Days 
vgether combing, ſtroaking, and continu- 
y commending the Beauty and Cunning 
df the Bird. They put on his Head a Hood 
kt with Precious Stones, and little Golden 
lells about his Feet) The Nobles have alſo 
vloves made on purpoſe to wear when they 
bold their Birds, that are ſet round with 
'recious Stones; they dreſs likewiſe their 
birds with Je/ſſes and Golden Vervels. The 
rant call the Bird-Houſe Barkand and 
luchcbane, i. e. a Houſe of Deceitful Birds. 
There they keep a Regiſter-Book of all ary 
Birds 


(ws to Chaſe, There are eight hundred 


md in the Country, the Falconers going 
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Birds preſented to and by the King, where Meri 
the Perſons, Names, and Time, is ſet down Mr 
and where the Bird is deſcribed. The Birds Mt 
of Prey are very Chargable in that Kingdom, 
being fed with Fleſh, and nothing elſe; 
and ſome are ted with Fowls Fleſh all Day 
long. 

I muſt not paſs by a Bird of Prey which 
comes from Muſcovy, much bigger than that 
I have ſpoken of, being almoſt as big as an 
Eagle. Thoſe Birds are very rare, and the 
King has all thoſe that are in his Kingdom, 
none being allow'd to have any but himſelf, 
It being uſual in Perfia to ſet a Value on 
the Preſents made to the King : Without 
any Deduction, thoſe Birds are ſet down at 
a hundred Tomans a Piece, which amount 
to fifteen hundred Crowns. And if any of 
them die by the way, the Embafſador brings 
his Majeſty the Head and the Wings of it, 
and he is allowed the Value of the Bird, as 
if it was alive. They ſay that Bird builds 
its Neſt ir. the Snow, which it melts to the 
Ground with the heat of its Body, tho it 
be a Fathom high : That when the Young 
ones are ready to fly away, the Old one 
puſhes them before her to the Hole ſide ; and 
if they want Strength to go over, and tum {Wt 
ble in, the Old Bird flies over it, fills the Me 
Hole full of Snow, and ſtifles them as a de- 
generate Brood. They affirm almoſt the nd 


very ſame thing of the Myſcovian Hawks, WW" 
except-¶ V. 
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» Meaxcepting, that ſometimes out of a whole 
1 Mood, one young one only is ſtrong enough 
1; Mtoraiſe its ſelf out of that deep Neſt. Tis 
n MWipon that Account that the Myſcovite 
.. b, and the Hawks of Mount Cancaſus, 
y re ſo much valued. 

They teach thoſe Birds by ſetting them at 
-þ WCranes, or other Birds, that are Hood- 
at ink d, that they may not know where to 
p, and how to fly ; then they uſe thoſe 
rds thus taught, to take, Jy all paſling 
licds Eagles, Cranes, Wild-Ducks, Geeſe, 
latridges and Guails, Secondly, the Rab- 
it, and the Hare; they teach them likewiſe 
hold any Wild Beaſt, except the Mild 
bw; and the Way to teach them, is, by 
hing a Bit of Fleſh to the Head of one of thoſe 
of Wiid Beaſts and ſtuff d with Straw, which 
er lay on four Wheels, and keep moving as 
ic, Ws the Bird is eating, to uſe him to it. 
aer thoſe Birds are taught, they carry them 
1ds Hunting in this Manner; Firſt, they hunt 
the be Beaſt, till it is tired, then they let the Bird 
» it WY; he fits on it's Head, beats the Eyes of it 
mth his Wings, and pricks it with his Tal- 
bns, and with his Bill, which ſo ſtuns the 
imorous Beaſt, that it falls down, and gives 
ld? Hunters time to come to it. When tis a 


3 


the Niuge Beaſt, they let go ſeveral Birds, which 
de- ¶ lotment it one after another. They ſet no 
the Ned at the Wild Boar, becauſe it is not fear- 
ks, WW” but on the contrary Furious, and would 


Vol, I, tear 
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teaf the Bird to Pieces. Some have been WW tn 
taught to aſſault Men; that was common in Wl he 
the beginning of the laſt Age; and they (ay, Wl to 
that there are ſtill ſuch Birds in the King's the 
Bird- Houſe. I have not ſeen any of them, $1 
but I hear'd that Aly-conly-can, Governour On 
of Tauris, whom I was particularly acquain- ur 
ted with, could not forbear diverting him- Wi, 
ſelf with that dangerous and cruel Sport, be 
tho' with the loſs of his Friends. It hap- WM tr i 
pen d one Day that a Bird was let go on a WW |: 
Gentleman, and put out his Eyes, not being Wat 
taken off in time, ſo that he died of the md 
Fright,and the Pain. The King beingacquain- ue 
ted with it, was ſo incens d againſt the Go- bxc 
vernour; that a little after tor that Fault, and that 
ſome other Miſdemeanor, he turn'd him out of 166 
his Favour. That Bird aſſaults Men, as well bn 
as Beaſts. He lights on the Head, and wi 
ſtrikes and tears the Face with his Wings an 
and Beak, if he be not ſoon taken off; for Wn: 
at that time, he hears neither Voice nor be. 
Drum, and pulls the Face in Pieces in ſpigit Doc 
of any Body. All Swords Men being Hunts- WW ht 
Men, uſually carry at their Saddle-bow, a v 
ſmall! Kettle-Drum, about nine Inches Dia- lun 
meter, to call the Bird back, which they ud 
call Tavelabas. ; niet 
In great Hunting Matches, they uſe wild Wing 
Beaſts, that have been taught, ſuch as Lrons, f 
Leopards, Tigers, and Panthers, The Fer- Bite: 


fans call thoſe taught Beaſts, Tourxe. 7 


/ 
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bort no Man. A Horfeman carries one of 
them behind him, Hood - winkt with a Cloth 
Roll, and tied with a Chain, and ſtands in 
he Way of the Chaſed Beaſt, as cloſe to it 
u may be ; when the Horſe-men ſees” any 
oming, he pulls off the Beaſts Hood, and 
uns his Head towards the Prey ; if he fees 
t, he gives a Shriek, leaps down, falls on 
he Beaſt, and pulls it down, if he miſſes it, 
it is commonly diſcouraged, and ſtops; the 
aſter goes to him, comforts him, makes 
uch of him, and tells him it is not his Fault, 
nd that he had not been ſet directly before 
he Beaſt. They ſay be underſtands that 
kxuſe, and is ſatisfied with it. I have ſeen 
at Cort of Sport in Hircania, in the Year 
1666; and they told me, that the King had 
lbme of thoſe Beaſts bred up to Hunting; 
"hich becauſe they were too big to carry 
m Horſeback, were carry'd in Iron Cages, 
Man Elephant without the Hood ; that the 
lteper had his Hand always on the Cage 
Door, in order, when he perceived the 
ep, and gave a Shriek, to let him out im+ 
lediately. Some of thoſe taught Beaſts 
unt cunningly, creeping on theit Bellies 
nder the Buſhes and Hedges, till they be 
"thin reach of the Prey, then they ruſh' 
don it. | 

fn a Royal Hunting-Match, and in all 
Feat Hunting Bovts, they lay a Net round a 
ittle Valley, or a Plain, and chaſe Beaſts 
4 wth from 


__ 
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from - fifteen to twenty Leagues diſtance, 
round about the Country, which ſome 
thouſands of Country People range over, 
When there is a great Number of Beaſts in 
the Net, and they are all hedg d in by 
Troops of Horſe-men, the King comes in 
with his Company, then every one fa!ls on 
what's next to him, Stags, Boars, Lions 
Wolves, and Foxes, and they make a horrid 
Slaughter of them, commonly amounting 
to the Number of about eight hundred Beaſts 
They ſay, that in ſome of thoſe Hunting$ 
Matches they have kill'd to the Number o 
fourteen thouſand Beaſts. In the. commo 


Hunting Bouts, when à Beaſt is taken, they ""! 
ſtay till the beſt Man of the Company comes they 
who ſhoots an Arrow at him, then evet ep. 
Man falls on. Und 
The Perſians are not unacquainted with 
Dog-hunting, the King has Hounds, and ler 
ſome Nobles likewiſe ; but they are ſcarce Fi 
becauſe that Creature is look'd upon by thi 2 
Perſians as the moſt impure, and therefore 
is an Abomination to them. The Bird! E 
likewiſe good for the Water, and will fetch * 
and carry like a Dog. 1 * 
Hunting the wild Goat is curious Sport n t 
thoſe Beaſts being light Footed,” and hard t 0 
come at; they ſhoot them with a Musket it 0 t 
this Manner ; they teach the Camel to fol el 
low that Creature flowly, and come up to it *% 
the Hunts-man hides himſelf behind th e 
n Camelſi ite 


rin 7 


„camel, and when he is within reach of the 
e Goat ſhoots it, the Camel runs after it; 
1nd when it falls he ſtays by it, if he comes 
hack, tis a Sign the Marks-man has miſt 


- 


his Aim. 
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HERE are two ſorts of Fiſh, Sea-Fiſh, 
and Freſl+ water Fiſh; The Caſpian Sea, 
which belongs to Perſia, is very full of Fiſh; 
they export the dried Fiſh into all Parts, 
eſpecially the Sturgeon, the Salmon, and a 
lind of large Carps, call d Deſpiteb, which 
82 very good Fiſh ; But there is not, I be- 
lere, in all the World, a Place ſo full of 
fin as the Perſian Gulph z they Fiſh twice 
Day along the Shore, and take all the Sorts 
od! Fiſh which Europe affords; but it is 
mich better, more delicious, and in greater 
Plenty ; the Fiſhermen ſell it by the $ea- 
ide, and what they have left at ten a-Clock 
ort n the Morning, or at Sun-ſetting, they 

at brow it into the Sea again. They brin 
et ien the Coaſts of that Gulph, ſome Fiſh, 
fol de Fleſh whereof is red, which weighs be- 
git een two and three hundred Pound; they 
th ake it on the Coaſt of Arabia, and Salt it 
mel "ie Beef; but it doth not keep long, be- 
13 cauſe 
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1 Cauſe the Salt of chat Placę is corroding, 
14 and eats up every Thing; that's the Reaſon 
hey Salt no Fiſh, bim dry in the Sun, or in 
the Smoke, what they defign to keep. Freſh. 
water Fiſh is not ſo plentiful, becauſe there 
are but few Rivers in Perſſa, and they take 
abundance of Water out of them, ſo that 
very little Fiſh can breed there. We muſt 
except out of that Rule the River Ku, 
which is very full of Fiſh, and runs into 
eri a. There are three ſorts of Freſh-wate 
ll Fiſh in that large Empire; that of Lakes, 
| that of Rivers, and that of Keriſes, or Sub 
| terraneous Canals; . Thoſe: of + Lakes are 
[ amongſt others, Traute, Carps and Shads 
| Touts are only to be found in Armenia 
1 they are red as large and good as 1 
. any; part of the World. The moſt com 
mon River Fiſh is the Barbel, : which breed 
alſo in the Canals. The Canal Fiſh is very 
common, ſome of them are very large, but the 
are not wholſome, and the Spawn of the 
eſpecially is dangerous, being a certain and 
violent Vomit, by Reaſon that the Sun ne 
ver ſhines on that Eiſh, and that it breeds 
raw: Waters; or becauſe they take it wit! 
the Nx Vomica, or the Vomiting Nut 
There are abundance of Crabs in the Rive 
of Iſpabanʒ they crawl up the Trees, ane 
live upon them, among the Boughs, Nigh 
and Day, whete they go and take them, be 
ing a delicious Food. 290 £5: 
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0f the Temper, Manners, and Caſtoms of 


the PERSIANS. 


THE Perſian Blood is naturally thick ; it 

may be ſeen by the Gxebres, who are 
be remainder of the ancient Perſians ʒ they 
re homely, ill ſhap'd, dull, and have a 
ogh Skin, and an Olive Complexion. The 
me Thing is obſery'd alſo in the Provin- 
& next the Indus, whereof the Inhabitants 
elittle better ſhap'd than the Guebres, 3 be- 
muſe they marry only amongſt them: But 
n the other Parts of the Kingdom, the Per- 
ſur Blood is now grown clearer, by the 
nixture of the Georgian and Circaſſian Blood, 
which is certainly the People of the World, 
which Nature favours moſt, both upon the 
Account of the Shape and Complexion, 
nd of the Bo/dneſs and Courage; they are 
lkewiſe Sprightly, Courtly and Amorons. 


There is ſcarce a Gentleman in Perſia, whoſe 


Mother is not a Georgian, or 2a Circaſſian 
Woman; to begin with the King, who 
commonly is a Georgion, or a Circaſſian by 
the Mother's ſide; and whereas, that Mix- 
ure begun above a hundred Years ago, the 
Female kind is grown fairer, as well as the 
other, and the Perſian Women are now 

L 4 very 
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very handſome, and very well ſhapd, tho 
they are (till inferior to the Georgians : As to 
the Men, they are commonly Tall, Straight, 
Ruddy, Vigorous, have a good Air, and 
a pleaſant Countenance. The Temperate- 
neſs of their Climate, and the Temperance 
they are brought up in, do not a little con. 
tribute to their Shape and Beauty. Had it 
not been for the Alliance before men- 
tion d, the Nobility of Perffa had been the 
uglieſt Men in the World; for they original. 
ly come from thoſe Countries between Ching 
and the Caſpian Sea, call'd Tartary z the In- 
habitants whereof being the homelieſt Men 
of Alia, are ſhort and thick, have their 
Eyes and Noſe like the Chineſe, their Face 
flat and broad, and their Complexion yel- 
low, mix'd with black. 

As to the Natural Parts, the Perſcans have 
them as beautiful as their Bodies; their 
Fancy is lively, quick and fruitful ; their 
Memory eaſy and copious; they have a 
ready diſpoſition to: Sjences, and to the L- 
j beral and Mechaxick Arts, and to War alſo; 
[| they love Glory, or rather Vanity, which 
is only the Shadow of it; they are of a 
tractable and complying Temper, of an caly 
and plodding Wit ; they are courtly civil 
compliſant, and well-bred; they have na- 
1 turally an eager bent to Poluptuouſneſs, 
1 Luxury, Extravagancy , and Profuſeneſs 3 
'1 for which Reaſon, they are ignorant boſs 
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of Frugality and Trade. In a Word, they 
ate born with as good natural Parts as any 
other People, but few abuſe them ſo much 
25 they do. (1: 

They are true Philoſophers on the account 
of Riches, and the Misfortunes of the 
World, and on the Hope and Fear of a Future 
ate ; they are little guilty of Covetouſ- 
neſs, and are only defirous of getting, that 
they may ſpend itz they love to enjoy the 
freſent, and deny themſelves nothing that 
bey are able to procure, taking no Thought 
for the Morrow, and relying wholy on Pro- 
ndence, and their own Fate; they firmly 
believe it to be ſure and unalterable, and carry 
bemſelves honeſtly in that reſpect; ſo 
when any Misſortune happens to them, they 
ne not caſt down, as moſt Men are, they 
only ſay quietly, Mek toub eſt, i, e. That is 
mitten, or, it is ordained, that that 

bould happen. | 
Twenty Year ago, it was the Opinion of 
kreral People in Europe, and of the moſt 
Noted and moſt Underſtanding Men, that 
be Perſſams would embrace the fair Oppor- 
unity of the Twrþs great Defeat to recover 
babylon from them; and that they would 
declare War with the Sultan, now they 
aw him ſo low, beaten every where, and 
oling ſuch large Countries. And I always 
aid on the contrary ; That Iwas ſure they 
vould take no Notice of it, becauſe tis _— 
u- 
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Humour of the Perſians, above all things, to h: 
value Life, and to enjoy it. They have layd Ml fr 
by their Warlike Temper, and have given be 
themſelves up to Mantonneſe, which they F. 
don't ſuppoſe can be found in a great Buſtle, I 
and in dubious and laborious Undertakings, v. 
Thoſe Men are the moſt laviſh Men in ¶ bi 
the World, and the moſt careleſs of the ie 
orrow, as J ſaid juſt now. 5 dy 

They cannot keep Money; and whatever 

a Nen to them, they waſte all in a very Wl v4: 
ittle time. Let, for Inſtance, the King give Ml $1 
fifty or a hundred thouſand, Livres to any th: 
Man, he lays it out in leſs than a Fornight, pit 
in buying Slaves of both Sexes; in hiting lis 
handſome Wives; in ſetting up a noble vt 
Equipage in furniſhing a Houſe, or cloath- "io 
ing himſelf richly : And ſo ſpends the woe 0; 
Sum ſo faſt, without any regard to the Tine ee 
to come, that unleſs ſome new Supplies in-W ti: 
| tervene in two or three Months time, our thc 
. Gentleman will be forced to ſell again hi Op 
i whole Equipage by Piece-meal, beginning giv 
1 with his Horſes; then his needleſs Servants Ml df 
1 then his Concubines and Slaves; and laſtly WM Na 
| even his own Cloaths. I have ſeen a thou the 
i! ſand Inſtances of that Kind, one of them e 
mongſt the reſt is very ſtrange ; An Eunuch the 
1 who had been long Lord High Chamber W: 
| lain, and for two Years the declared FavouJiF Pra 
3 - rite, the power of diſpoſing of all Poſts ani 


Employments, and commanding as if himſelt 


had 
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imſelk 
had 
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had been King, and who conſequently had 
frequent and favourable Opportunities of 
heaping up vaſt Riches, was turn'd out. of 
Favour, bat however not out of his Eſtate. 
Two Months were ſcarce elaps d, but he 
was forcd to borrow Money upon Pawns, 
bis Credit was at an End, as well as his Mo- 
ney ; not but that he had acquired vaſt Riches, 
but he waſted them as faſt às he got them. 
The moſt commendable Property of the 
Manners of the Perſians, is their kindneſs to 
rangers; the Reception and Protection 
they afford them, and their Univerſal Hoſ- 
nitality, and Toleration, in regard to Re- 
gion, except the Clergy of the County, 
who, as in all other Places, hate to a fu- 
nous Degree, all thoſe that differ from their 
Opinions. The Perſians are very civil, and 
rry honeſt in Matters of Religion; fo far 
lat they allow thoſe who have embraced 
heirs, to recant, and refume their former 
Opinion ; whereof, the Cedre, or Prieſt, 
fives them an Authentick Certificate for 
atety ſake; in which he calls them by the 
Name of Apoſtat, which amongſt them is 
the higheſt Aﬀeont. They believe that all 
Men's Prayers are good and prevalent ; 
therefore, in their Illneſſes, and in other 
Wants, they admit of, and even deſire the 
Prayers of different Religions: I have ſeen 
it practis d a thouſand Times. This is not 
o be imputed to their Religious ing; 
tho 
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tho' it allows all ſorts of Worſhip; but 1 
impute it to the ſweet Temper of that Na- 
tion, who are naturally averſe to Conteſt 
and Cruelty. nod 26 

The Per/ians having the Character of 
Manton and Profuſe; one may eaſily be- | 
heye them to be Lazy alſo ; thoſe two Pro- pr 


perties being inſeperable. Their Averſion t 
to Labour is the moſt common Occaſion of ll f. 
their Poverty. The Perſſans call the Lazy, 5 
and Unactive Men, Serguerdan, 1. e. turn- 1 
ing the Head this Way, and that Way. he 


Their Language is full of thoſe Circumlo- 
ctitions ; as for Inſtance, to expreſs a Man re- 
duced to a Mendicant State, — ſay, Gorch f 
Negui Micoret, he eats his Hunger. : 


The Perſians never Fight; all their Anger, n 
being not bluſtering and paſſionate, as in , 
our Country, goes off with ill Language; I an 
and what's very Praiſeworthy, is, that, | 
what Paſſion ſoever they be in, and among u 
whatever profligate Wretches they may * 


light, (till they Reverence God's Name, 
and he is never blaſphemed, That Nation. 
cannot conceive how the. Europeans, when Th 
they are in a, Paſſion can diſown God C. 
tho they themſelves are very often guilti e 
of taking his Name in vain, without any the. 
Need or Provocation'; their uſual Oath 
are, By the Name of God; By the Spirits e 
the Prophets ; By the Spirits, or. the Genin 
of the Dead; as the Ramans ſwore, By the 


Genin 


— 
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Genius of the Living. The Gentlemen and 
Courtiers commonly ſwear, By the King's 
Sacred Hand, which is the moſt inviolable 
Oath. The common Affirmations are, Upor 
my Head, pon My Eyes. ALES 


f Two oppoſite Cuſtoms are commonly 
practis d by the Perſians ; that of praiſing 


God continually, and talking of his Attri- 
butes, and that of uttering Curſes, and ob- 
ſcene Talk. Whether you ſee them at 


„nome, or meet them in the Streets, going 
bout Bufineſs or a Walking; you ſtill hear 
3-H them uttering ſome Blefling or Prayer, ſuch 
go moſt great God; O God moſt praiſe- 
erh ; O merciful God; O nurſing Father of 
a WA bind; O God forgive me, or, help me. 


The leaſt Thing they ſet their Hand to do, 
they ſay, In the Name of God; and they 
tever ſpeak of doing any thing, without ad- 


— ting, Ifit pleaſes God, Laſtly, they are the 
= moſt devout, and moſt conftant Worſhip- 
= pers of the God-head ; and at the ſame time, 


tome out of the ſame Men's Months a thou- 
and obſcene Expreſſions. All Ranks of 
Men are infected with this odious Vice. 
Their Bawdy talk is taken from Arſe, and 
(et, which Modeſty forbids one to Name; 
and when they intend to abuſe one another, 
they invent ſome naſty Trick of one ano- 
ther's Wives, tho' they never ſaw or heard 
of them; or. wiſh they may commit ſome 

Wi \aſtineſs. *Tis ſo among the Women, and 
_ | when 
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when they have ſpent their Stock of bawdy e 
Names, they begin to call one another Je 
Atheiſts, Idolaters, Jews, Chriſtians ; and to I. 
ſay to one another, The Chriſtians Dogs are pe 
better than thou, may ſt thou ſerve for an Offer. NE 
ing tothe Dogs of the Franks. © 11 

Men of all Ranks, as is beforemention'd, WW! 
are obſerv'd to uſe ſuch filthy Expreſſions, WM"! 
but not ſo common, and to that degree; for 
I muſt confeſs, that the Mobb is generally 
infected with it. The firſt time I waited 
on the Lord Steward of the King's Hon- 
ſhold, in the Year 1666, the Perſian Court 
being in Hircania, a Man of Dictinction came 
to him about ſome Buſineſs, the Lord Stew. 
ard ſaid to him, why dont you go to the 
firſt Miniſter, to whom I have already ſent 
you back; the Man Anſwer'd very Mo- 
deſtly; My Lord, I have been there, and be 
told me, that your Majeſty (they give that 
Title to the Noblesas well as to the King) is 
to determine the Matter; Gaumicoret, an- 
ſwer d he, I wonder d to hear the Lord Steward 
ſpeak in that Manner of the firſt Miniſter; 
for the Word Gau, ſignifies a Turd, and 
Micoret, he eats : That's the uſual Expreſ- 
ſion amongſt them, to intimate a wrong ot 
falſe Anſwer. 

That's one of the leaſt Faults of the Per- 
ant; they are beſides, Diſſemblers, Cheats, 
and the baſeſtand moſt impudent Flatterers ia 


the World. They underſtand Flattering 
TER, very 
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tery well z and tho they do it with Modeſty, 
yer they do it with Art, and Inſinuation. 
Yon would ſay, that they intend as they 
ſpeak, and would ſwear to it: Neverthe- 
ſs, aſſoon as the Occaſion is over, ſuch. ag 
; Proſpe& of Intereſt, or a Regard of Com- 
jiance, you plainly fee that all their Com- 
ments were very far from being ſincere. 
They take an Opportunity of praifing Men, 
ben they come out of a Houſe, or paſs by 
hem, ſo that they may be heard; and they 
heak ſo ſeaſonably, that the Praiſe ſeems 
become naturally from them, and carries na 
r of Flattery along with it. Beſides thoſe 
res which the Perſians are generally a- 
ited to, they are Lyers in the higheſt De- 
me; they ſpeak, ſwear, and make falſe 
poſitions upon the leaſt Confideration 
hey borrow and pay not; and if they can 
lheat, they ſeldom looſe the Opportunity; 
ley are not to be truſted in Service, nor in 
Hother Engagements; without Honeſty in 
tir Trading, wherein they over- reach one 
0 ingenioully, that one cannot help being 
b1'd ; greedy of Riches, and of vain Glory, 
 Reſpe& and Reputation, which they 
ndeavour to gain by all Means poſſible. 
king void of true Virtue, they affect the 
Mew of ir, whether out of a Deſign to im- 
Pole on themſelves, or the better to attain 
ts in e Ends of their vain Glory, their Ambi- 
ring n, and their Wartonneſs, Hypocriſy is 
very the 
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the common Diſguiſe they appear in; they 
would turn a League out of the Way, to 1 
avoid a Bodily Pollution; ſuch as bruſhing 
as they go by a Man of a different Reli- 
gion, and receiving one in their Houſe in 
Rainy Whether, becauſe the Wet of his 
Cloaths pollutes whatever 'touches them, 
whether Perſons or Goods : They walk 

vely, make their Prayers and Purgations 
at ſet Times, and with the greateſt Shew of 
Devotion; they hold the Wiſeſt and God: 
lieſt Converſation poſſible, diſcourſing con: 
| ftantly of Gods Glory, and of his Great; 

neſs, in the Nobeleſt Terms, and with all 
the outward Shew of the moſt fervent Faith 
Altho' they oy naturally diſpos d to good 
Nature, ' Hoſpitality, Pitty, Contempt ol 
the World, = of its Riches, they afted] 
them nevertheleſs, that they may appear te 
be poſſeſt of a larger Share of them tha 
they really are. Whoever ſees them on) 
paſſing by, or in a Viſit, will always giv 
them the beſt Character in the World; bu 
he that deals with them, and pries into thel 
Affairs, will find that there is little Honeſt 
in them ; and that moſt of them are White 
Sepulcres, according to our Saviours Exprel 
ſion, which I think the more proper hett 
becauſe the Perſians ſtudy particularly 
ſtrict Obſervation of the Law. That is it 
Character of the Generality of the Perſian 


But there is without doubt, an e | 
2 ch 
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that general Depravation ; for among ſome 
of the Perſiant, there is as much Juſtice, 
tncerity, Virtue and Piety to be found, as 
nong thoſe who profeſs the beſt Religions. 
bt the more one Converſes with that Na- 
jon, the fewer one finds included in the 
Iweption, the Number of Truly, Honeſt 
i Courteous Perſians being very ſmall. 

After what I have been ſaying, one will 
ldly be perſwaded, that the Perſſant are 
heareful of the Education of Youth as they 
ally are ; which is very true, notwith- 
ding. The Nobility, i. e. Men of Diſtinct- 
In and ſubſtantial Houſekeepers Children, 
tor among the Berſians there is no Nobility 


ay ſo called) are very well brought ap. 
1 ey commonly take in Eunvchs to look 
* ler them, who are inſtead of Governors, 


w them very ſtrictly. and carrying them 
It only to viſit their Relations, or to ſee 


pi r Exerciſes performed. or the Solemnity 
* Hfeaſts. And becauſe they might not be 
nel led at School, or at the College they 
ö 


* not ſent thither, bot have Maſters at 
bme, They are likewiſe very careful that 


* ty don't converſe with the Servants, Jeſt 
* n ſhould hear or ſee an immodeſt thing; 
r A Id that the Servants carry themſelves be- 
"Wt them reſpectfully and Diſcreetly. The 
Pa ommon People bring up likewiſe their Chil- 


1 ncarefuly ; they don t ſuffer them to ramble 
| K about 


I" have them always in their Sight, keep- 


Mindful, and Chaſte in their Life and Cot 


of Europe. Their Air, their Countenane 


fail complimenting one another about . 


2 r 
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about the Streets, to take ill Courſes, te 
learn to Game, and to Quarrel, and leat 
rogueiſh Tricks. They are ſent twice a Dy 
to School, and when they come back, thei 
Parents keep them by them, to initiate then 
in their Profeſſion, and in the Buſineſs the) 
are deſigned tor: The Youth do not begi 
to come abroad into the World till they | 
paſt twenty, except they be marry d before 
for in that Caſe they are ſooner ſet at L 
berty and left to themſelves. By the wor 
married, I mean joined to a Wife, or 
Spouſe by Contract; for at ſixteen or f. 
venteen, they give them a Bed ,- fellow, 
they be Amorous. They appear, at the 
entrance into the World, Wiſe, Well-bret 
Obliging, Shame: fac d, little Talkers, Grav 


verſation: But moſt of them take to' 
Courſes ſoon, and give themſelves up!. 
Luxury; and for want of an Eſtate or i 
come to indulge their Inclinations, they f- 
to unlawful Practices, which offer themſelv 
e\ery Minute, and appear very plauſible. 

The Perſians are the moſt Civiliz'd Peop 
of the Eat, and the greateſt Compliments 
in the World. The Polite Men among 
them, are upon a level with the Politeſt Mi 


is very well compoſed, Lovely, Grave, M 
jeſtical, and as Fond as may be; they nev 
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tq Precedency, either going out or coming into 
earl ; Houſe, or when they meet, but tis over 
preſently. They look upon two Things in 
our Manners, as very ridiculous, viz. Con- 
ending ſo long, ac we do, who ſhall go firſt; 
nd covering our Head, to do Honour to 


xp ny Man, which amongſt them is a want of 
Yo ket, or a Liberty which no body takes 
* but with his Inferidrs or familiar Friends: 
| 


vol bit our Left is their Right, and ſo s all 
ver the Et. They ſay. that Cyres began 
to place Men on his left Hand, out of 
A ret to them, becanſe that ſide is the 


maker part of the Body, and the moſt ex- 
pled to Danger,” * OE 
They viſit one another regularly on all oc- 
ons of Mirth and Sadneſs, and at ſolemn 
faſts, the rich wait then for the Viſits of in- 
krior People, which they return afterwards. 
de Courtiers go and pay their Cotnpliments 


1 Night and Morning to the Miniſters, and 
e wit upon them from their Palace to Court. 
. They are led into large Halls, where they 
cop ft Tobacco and Coffee before them, till 


de Lord, who is ſtill on the Woman's 05 


FT Ones out. As ſo0n as they ſee him, ever 
| ane riſes, and ſtands up in his 'own Place 3 
* te goes by, bows his Head to the'Company, 


nd the Company to higg, again, but much 
wer ; then he goes ant firs down in his 
luz) Place: He beckons to the Company 
K 2 to 


They obſerve the right and the left Hand, 
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to fit down; and when he is ready to go, 
he riſes, goes out firſt, and every one bh 
lows him. The Rich receive alſo. in that 
manner- their Inferiors, but they uſe more 
Ceremony with their Equals, and their Supe. 
riors: They wiſh them well come before they 
fit down, and mind to fit, down but after they 
are ſat, and to riſe after them when they go 
out. The Maſter of the Houſe fits always 
at the upper end: And when he is willing 
to ſhew any Body ſome particular ReſpeR, he 
beckons him to come and fit down by. him 
he does not offer him his Place, for the 
Perſon he offers it to, would look upon it 
as an Affront, but out of an extraordinar 
reſpect to him, and goes and fits down belidg 

the Stranger below him. | 
Whenthe Perſon viſited is in his Hall, and i 
an Eminent Perſon, they behave themſelve 
in this manner: The Viſiter goes in ſoitly 
ſteps to the next empty Seat. where he ſtand 
with his Feet cloſe to one another, his Hand 
over one another in his Girdle, (tooping 1 
little with his Head, with his Eyes fix'd, and 
a grave. and thoughtful Countenance, til 
the Maſter of the Houſe beckons to him tc 
fit down, which he never fails to do pre 
ſently, either with his Hand, or with hi 
Head. When a Man receives a Viſit fron 
his Superior, he riſes as ſoon as he ſees bi 
come in, and offFs to meet him half wa 
If he is viſited by his Equal, he riſes ha 
wal 
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fol- Ml way. If by an Inferior ſomewhat deſerving, 
hat MW he only makes a motion of riſing... Viſiters 
ore Wl ſeldom rife if any Body comes into the Room, 
except the Maſter of the Houſe doth it, or 
ny body has ſome particular Reaſon of 
hewing that reſpe& to him that comes 
n, There is beſide much more Ceremo- 
j obſerved in Perſia at ſitting down. Be- 
bore Men to whom Reſpect is due, a Man 
| its preſently on his Heels, with his knees 
im nd Feet cloſe to one another: Before his 
cn {quals, he fits eaſier, that is, be fits on his 
n i brech, his Legs a-croſs, and his Body up- 
nary bt. They call that Poſture- Tebazanon, 
(108 fitting on four Knees, becauſe the Knees 
Wu Ancles lie flat on the Ground: Friends 
1d 19 nd familiar Acquaintance ſay preſently Sie 
re ar eaſy, i. e. croſs your Legs as you pleaſe; 
ity bit unleſs they have ſat half a Day in 
ano be ſame Place, they don't ſhift their Si- 
andi ation. The Eaſtern People are not near 
ing s reſtleſs, and ſo unuaſy as we; they fit 
mvely and ſoberly, make no motion with 
beir Body, or very ſeldom, except it be 
m (lt eaſe themſelves, but they never make 
ny to help their Diſcourſe; our way 
pon that account ſurprizes them ſtrangely 5 
br they don't believe, that a Man that is in 
ö bia bis Wits, can be ſo full of Action as we are. 
nato amongſt them a great piece of 
ö ba Rudeneſs for a Man to ſhew his Toes when 
be fits, he muſt hide them under his Gown. 
That the Reader may the better underſtand 

K 3 who 


& 


+» Houſe; has been empty ; otherwiſe no body 


—— — 
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how they fit in Perſia, I have cauſed two 
Figures to be ſet on the other ſide, where 
the Poſtbre is exactly repreſented. Their 
uſual: way of Saluting is with a Nod, or lay. 
ing the r Right. hand on their Mouth, which 
is the way among Friends after a long Ab- 
ſence.” Laſtly, they alſo Kiſs one another, 
and give a ſhort Embrace, after a return 
from a long Journey, and on extraordinary 
Occaſions. Hf Het 7 

Thoſe are the uſual Manners relating tc 
Action; thoſe relating to Diſcourſe are yet 
ſmoother, and more obliging. They receive 
their Viſiters pleaſantly with a Koc. homedy 
. e. you are come in good; Safa à crudy 
you purge us with your Preſence; Gia hum! 
calibut ; the Place you uſe to fit in at mf 


has been here deſerving the Honour, to ſup 
ply your Abſence, and ſuch like Compli 
ments; which are multiplied and repeated e 
very foot, according to the keſpect they hav 
for the Viſiters. IIl repeat it once more 
The Perſians are the moſt kind People it 
the World; they have the moſt moving ane 
the moſt engaging Ways, the moſt comply 
ing Tempers, the ſmootheſt and the mo 
flattering Tongues, avoiding in theit Co 
verſation, Relations or Expreſſions whicl 
may occaſion Melancholy Thoughts: An 
when the Diſcourſe or Occaſion oblige 
them to it, they uſe -Circumlocutions ! 
DUE 105» 1-11 = * +« * SVOR 
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woid.at leaſt the Tragical Terms; for In- 
tance, if they would ſay that a Man is dead, 
they ſay,  Amrekodber chuma bakehid i. e. 
be has made you a Gift of the Share of Life 
vhich he had, otherwiſe, he might have 
liv d ſtill many Years; but out of the 
Love he has for you, he has joined 
em to thoſe: you have yet to run. I re- 
member upon that Account, a ſhort: and 
ngenious Story of the General of the Muſ- 
letiers, in the time of Aba the Second; 
That Prince, who was a Man of bright 
Parts, had given that General a White Bear 
o keep, which had been brought him from 
Myſcovy, ſuppoſing that he would take more 
Care of it than they would in the Park of 
vid Beaſts: However, the Bear did not 
e long, the King being acquainted with it 
ſome time after, defired to know whit he 
died of, and asked the General, Whats - 
ome of my white Bear? Sir. Anſwer'd he, 
has made you a Gift of the ſhare of Life he. 
kd, The King ſmiling ſaid to him, You are 
our ſelf, ſor wiſhing that the Years of 
OG Beaſt be added to mine. They tell another 
ory pretty like that of th- ſame General, 
Wich 1 infert here, __ Defign to 
Kquaint:the/Reader with the Perfar kxpreſ- 
ns, The King was Walking a ſhort League 
ft of Iſpaban, along the Hill Rouſopha, 
> thick Cloud lighting on the Point of 
i Rock, the King (aid to the General, Look 
1 K 4 at 
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48 that black Cloud, on the Point of that Rock | 
it is | he the Hats of the Franks. The 
Eaſtern Nations give that Name to the 
European Chriſtians, That s true, Sir, an- 


ſwer'd the General, and God grant you muy Wl 
Conquer them all; How is it poſſible, Replyd . 
the King Smiling, that I ſhould Conquer then Wl 
all, who are two thouſa»d Leagues off me, when WM 
T can't Conquer the Turks, who are my neareſt Wi 
Neighbours 2 They condole in theſe Terms, n 
Sercuma Salamet bachet, i. e. May your Head 
be ſafe and ſ und; otherwiſe. Tur Life is oi t 
dear ti me that I care little mbo d et, ſo N 
do but live; or your Preſ-ruation is my only l; 
Concern. | I 
The Compliments obſerv'd in Letters Wl th 
_ AMemoiers, and Petitions, are (till longer and . 
exacter than the Verbal ones, which are 


ſpoken in the Preſence of Friends: But 
ſeeing I ſhill have an Occaſion to diſcourſe 

of them elſewhere, I ſhall only ſay bere 

that they have a Book on Purpoſe, con 
taining the Titles to be given to all Order 

of Men, from the King to the Cobler, That 

| Book is call'd Tenaſſour, i. e. Method 01 
- Rule. Men of Buſineſs have it by Heart 
I ſhall give no'Abſtrats of them, becault 

the Stile of them may be ſeen in the Letter 

I have Inſerted in my Journey from Par 

to Tſpahay, and in ſeveral Petitions, whicl 

one may 'read hereafter, One of their Po 
liteneſſes in Diſcourſe, is to ſpeak * 


4 , 
. . 


— 
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t, WH in the Third Perſon, both when they ſpeak 
o others, and ſpeak of themſelves, much 
x WM in the ſame Manner as the Germans do. 
t As civil as that Nation is, they never 


a& out of Generoſi y; tis a Property they 
re Strangers to in the Eaſt, their Bodies and 
Eſtates being Subject to a Deſpotick and Ar- 
titrary Power, their. Minds and Hearts are ſo 
likewiſe ; They do nothing but out of a 
I Principle of Irterej?, that is to ſay, out of 
Eye or Fear: And they cannot conceive 
hat there ſhould be ſuch a Country where 
feople will do their Duty from a Motive of 
Intue only, without any other Recompence. 
kt is quite the Contrary with them; 
they are paid for every thing, and before 
land too. One can ask nothing of em, 
but with a Preſent in one's Hand; and they 
hre thereupon this Proverb, That one comes 


urſe kit from 4 Judge, as one went to him ; A 
ere tach as to ſay, that if one goes there with 1 
con empty Hind, one comes back without 
der hing any Juſtice done one. The pooreſt | 


nd moſt miſerable People never appear 
kfore a Great Man, or one from whom 
bey would ask ſome Favour , but at the 1 
ame time they offer a Preſent, which is ne- | 
fr refus d, even by the greateſt Lords of the = 
Ingdom, ſuch as Fruit, Foul, Lamb, &c. ; 
lrery one gives of that which he is poſſeſt | 
if moſt, and of the Profeſſion which he is p 
if, and thoſe who have no Profeſſion give 
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Money. It is accounted an Honour to r 
ceive theſe ſorts ot Preſents; they make 
em Publ ickly, and generally take that time 
when there is moſt Company. This is the 
general Cuſtom throughout all the Ea; 
and it may be, one of the Ancienteſt in the 
World. As this ſeems very Mean «nd Dijſ: 
honeſt with the Europeans, I ſhall not add; 
that it is neither-perhaps the; moſt - Reaſons 
able, and I ſhall not take upon me to defend 
it. I ſhall only ſay, that the Perſrars do 
the Service always for which they take tht 
Preſent, and that they do it Inſtantly, ot 
the. firſt Opportunity that offers. They 
likewiſe make Preſents to their Patrons and 
Benefactors, upon Feſtivals, and other ſuch 
like ſolemn Occaſions, without asking any 
Particular Favour of them. 

The Perſians neither love walking Abroad 
nor Travelling. As to that of walking 
Abroad, they look upon that Cuſtom ol our: 
to be very Abſurd; and they look upon 
the walking in the Alley, as Actions on 
proper for a Madman, They ask ver) 
gravely for what one goes to the End ot 
the Alley, and why one does not ſtand (till 
it one has Buſineſs to go there. This pre 
ceeds no doubt from their living in a Climate 
that is more even than ours. They are 00 
ſo Sanguine as we are Northward, nor ſe 
Fiery. The moſt Spirituous part of tbei 


Blood perſpiring mare than it does with a 
wer f Wick 


. 129809. 
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„ bich is the Reaſon that they are not ſo 
ke! object to the Motions of the Body, which 
ne. ook ſo like Ligbtneſs and Diſquietude, and 
he Wybich go often to Extravagence, and even 
; Jo Madneſs. They don't know ſuch a Re- 


be redy in Perſia, as that which we call Exer- 
%; they are much better ſitting or leaning, 
1d, ban walking. The Vomen and the Ex- 
n. Winch: generally Speaking, uſe no Exerciſe, 
od ad are always fitting or lying, without pre- 
do Wjidicing the Health: For the Men, they ride 


m Horſeback, but never walk and their 
teerciſes are only for Pleaſure, and not for 


hey WT health. The Climate of each People is al- 
and us, as I believe, the principal Effect of 
uch te Inclinations and Cuſtoms of the Men, 
any Which are no more different among them, 


dan that of the Temper of the Air is diffe- 
rut from one Place to another. As for what 
Hates to travelling, thoſe Journeys that are 
tide out of pure Curioſity, are ſtill more in- 
vnceivable to the Perſans, than walking A+ 
road, They have no Taſte of the Pleaſure 
e enjoy in ſeeing different Manners from 
urs, and hearing of a Language which we 
% not Underſtand, When the French 
lompany in the Eaſt- Indies ſent Deputies 
the King of Perſia, the King of France 
e naht two likewiſe, but without any Cha- 


or ſ der, Nam d Lalain, and Bouwllaze; and 
tbeigze Credential Letter imported, That theſe 
oa nile men having an Inclination to Travel, and 
Wick ; | 


Joining 
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joining with theſe French Merchants, who arg 
the Deputies, in order to ſee the World ; the 
King made uſe of this Opportunity to write tg 
his Perſian Majeſty, to recommend this Comp 
pany of French Merchants te him. | came 
to the Court of Perſia when theſe Gentle: 
men were ſolliciting their Affairs, concer 
ing which the Miniſter talk d with me very 
often, and I found immediately, that thi 
Letter was not at all pleaſing to them upo 
many Accounts; as among others, becauſe 
it was Occaſionally ſent. The Miniſte 
ask d me, if we had no more Regard fo 
the Great Kings in our part of the World 
than to ſend Letters to em by People no 
Deputed on Purpoſe: But they hung migh 
tily upon thoſe Words, Gentlemen who ha 
a mind to Travel, which could not be pu 
into their Language, without an Air of Ab 
ſurdity, being a thing not practis d, or eve 
fo much as known. They ask d me if 
was poſſible that there ſhould be ſuch Peop! 
amongſt us, who would travel two or thre 
thouſand Leagues with ſo much Danget 
and Inconveniency, only to ſee how they we 
wade, and what they did in Perſia, and ui 
#0 other Deſign. Theſe People are of Op 
nion, as I have obſerv'd, that one canne 
better attain to Virtue, nor have a full 
Tafte of Pleaſure than by reſting and dwe 
ling at Home, and that it is not good « 
Travel, -but to acquire Riches. _ * 
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— Wlicve likewiſe, that every Stranger is! a Spy 
ve if he be not a Merchant, or a -Handicrafts- 
the WM lan, and the People ot Quality look upon 
i to be a Crime againſt the State to receive 
em among them, or to Viſit them. It is 
zmel tom this Spirit of theirs no doubt, that the 
lebens are ſo groſly Ignorant of the pre- 
ent State of other Nations of the Worid, 
nd that they do not ſo much as underſtand 
legraphy,, and have no Maps; which 
wmes from this, that having no Cufioſity 
o ſee other Countries, they never mind 
he Diſtance, nor Roads, by which they 
night go thither. They have no ſuch 
ting among em as Accounts of Foreign 
Countries, neither Gazette, Neme AI- 
wr, nor Offices of Intelligence. This 
would ſeem very ſtrange to People who 
aſs their time in asking after News, and 


f Able Health and Reſt in a Manner, are In- 
evei keſted in it, as well as to thoſe who apply 
if eemſelves with ſo much care to the Study 
deopi the Maps and other Accounts; but this 
three however very true; and as I have repre- 
ange ed the Perſans, it is plain, that all 
ey went Knowledge is not tequſite for the Plea- 


We and Tranquility of the Mind. The 
niſters of State generally Speaking, know 
more what paſſes in Europe, than in the 
orld of the Moon, The greateſt Part, 
en have have but a confus'd Idea of 
pe, which they look upon to be _ 
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little Iſland in the North Seas, where there 
is nothing to be found that is either Good or 
Handſome ; from whence it comes, ſay they, 
that the Europeans go all over the World; i 


| ſearch of fine Things, and of thoſe mbich 1 


Neceſſary, as being deſtitute of them. 
Let notwithſtanding - what I have bee 
ſaying, it is certainly true, that there is not 
that Country in the World, which is + 
dangerous to travel in from the Security o 
the Roads, for which they provide with 
great deal of Care; neither is it leſs Exp: 

ve any where, by Reaſon of the gre 
Number of publick Buildings, which the 
keep tor Travellers, in all Parts of the E 
pire, as well in the Cities, as in the Con 
try. They lodge in thoſe Houſes witho 
being put to any Charge; beſides which 
there are Bridges and Cauſways, in all t 
Places where the Roads are too bad, whic 
are made for the Sake of the Caravans, an 
of all thoſe who travel from a motive e 
Gain, e 

The Cuſtom of the Perſians who Traffic 

or are in Buſineſs, is, that when they ha! 
got a Sum of Money together, they emplc 
it firſt of all in Purchaſing a Houſe, whil 
they never buy quite built, but rebuild it 
the Size which they would have it ; maki 
uſe of a Proverb, That a Houfe which a M 
buy's quite built, is no more proper for his 
mily, than a Garment that he buy's rei 
| ; md 
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made i ſit for his Body. There are few 
1 ol People in Perſia who Rent Houſes. The 
pooreſt ſort are generally the Owners, of 
the Houſes wherein they dwell. This 
proceeds from two Cauſes, Firſt, That 
the Perſians have not a Genius naturally 
bent upon Traffick. And the Second is, That 
their Religion forbids them taking any In- 
 1- {fret for lending of Money, which is the 
Reaſon, why every one avoids paying of 
Rent, but chooſeth rather to buy a Houſe, 
tecauſe: he does not know how to employ 
his Money better. The next Purchaſe-to 
he dis which the Perſians make, is what 
they call Bazarga, or Market- place, which 
on Gallery of Shops from one End to the 


thode other, moſt commonly Vaulted over, which 
iel bey cauſe to be built near their Houſe, or 
tt ich they buy as Occaſion offers. That 
hic enerally is the firſt Land Eſtate which they 
5, an by, They afterwards purchaſe a Bath, 
ive ben a Caravanſeray or Inn. One might per- 

laps imagine that theſe Eſtates pay em a 
af leatly or Quarterly Rent, as they do with 
y hay” but one-fhall be ſurprized to find that 
-mpl ley lett thoſe Places by the Day, and 
whit adlige them to pay their Rents every Night, 
14 it ot fo much as truſting em till next Morn- 
maki s; which is the Reaſon why thoſe. who 

qurre Eſtates and build upon em, cauſe 


lie Buildings to be cloſe to their Gates, that 
re beir Servants may the more commodiouſly 
* receive 


= 
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receive their Rent. "This however reſpech 
only the meaner ſort of People, the others 
paying by the Week or the Month: But 2s Ml 
they have no great Moveables in the Ef, Wl 
that they neither make uſe of Tables, nor Mc 
Chairs, nor Bedſteads, nor Cabinets, nor near 
ſo. many Utenſils for the Kitchin, a Lodger Wl: 
may much eaſier run away from them than . 
with us. The richeſt among em, af. 
ter having amaſsd a great Eſtate for them. 
ſelves and Children, ſet themſelves about WI! 
Publick Edifices, as Colleges, with Founds- 
tions for ſo many Students; after that, Ce 
ravanſeray's or Iuns upon the great Roads, 
for the reception of thoſe who travel that 
way, without cofting them any thing ; then 
Bridges; and they end with Moſques, with 
a Revenue to entertain Prieſts, and ſome- 
thing to diſtribure Charities. The Perſans, 
who call theſe Foundations Sonab a caret, as 
much as to ſay Merit tor the future Lite, ſay 
likewiſe, that theſe Beneficences are kreir 
Jar), as they ſpeak it; that is to ſay grow 
Ing Goods ; becauſe ſay they, the Praye 
that are ſaid in theſe Free Lodgings, and it 
theſe Temples, and when one actually mak 
ufe of the other Accommodations, turn te 
the advantage of the Founders, and are at 
tributed to them. | 
There are no other Carriages in Perſſa bo 
Beaſts for the Saddle, and great Tubs in thi 


Nature of Cradles, cover d and ſhut, wher: 
$7 is.) - 4 11 
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h Min the Women of Quality Travel, two upon 
erz Wl: Camel, of which I ſhall give a Deſcrip- 
ion elſewhere. They have neither Coaches, 
aft Chariots, Litters, nor Chaiſes, whether be- 
, Wauſe the Country is Mountainous, or that 
his is a Country broke off by Canals on 
wery ſide, every body goes on Horſeback, 


et 
r upon a Mule, or upon thoſe ſort of Aſſes 
af. lat Amble, and go nimble and eaſy. The 
em. op- keepers and Handy- crafts Men, have 


heir Saddle-Beaſts, and none but the poor- 
{ ſort go on Foot. I leave it to the Rea- 


Co Wir, to make yet more Remarks on the Man- 
ads, Wis of the Perſians, in the Series of my Re- 
that ions, where I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
then if them. 

with The Names which the Perſrans bear, are 


hren em, either at their coming into the 
World, or when they are Circumcis'd, as 
hey are to all the other Mahometans: And 
lleſe Names are taken either from Eminent 
ſons of their Religion, from the Old- Teſta- 


row"! trom their Hiſtories, or they are Names 
rape Power; for every one takes or gives him- 
nd inf: Name, according to his Mind ; but they 


we no particular Sir-Names, or Names of 
e Family and Line ; for their Sit- Names 
ey take to themſelves by way of Honour, 
e Proper Name of their Father, and ſome- 


ſea bo Mes that of their Son. in ſaying, ſuch a one, 
in tf" Father of ſuch a one, or ſuch a one, the 


dM of ſuch a one; as for Example, Abra- 
Vol. I, ham, 


* 
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bam, the Son of Jacob, and Mahammed, the 
Father of Aly, This 1s the Cuſtom, time 
out of Mind, of naming themſelves in the 
Eaſt. You may ſee it likewiſe in the Od. 
Teſtament, where one finds, for Example, 
the Kings of A Hria call'd Ben Adad, xg 
much as to ſay Sons of Adad, and thoſe o 
Paleſtine call'd Abimelec, that is to ſay, Son 
of Melec, a Term that ſignifies King, It j 
likewiſe very common among em to bare 
ſeveral Sir-names, the one taken from the 
Name of his Father, and the other from hi 
Son; and even to bear the Name of ſeve 
ral of his Children, as the Calif Abrachid 
the fifteenth Calif of the Race of the Ab, 
fades, who is ſometimes named Aon Jafer 
ſometimes Abon Mahammed, which are the 
Names of his Sons. In ſhort, it is very com 
mon with them to take tor their Sir-name 
the Calling that has been exerciſed, whethe 
by the Father, or by his Anceſtors, whethe 
Liberal or Mechanick, by which they rais q 
themſelves in the World, Mahammed Cain 
Mabammed the Taylor, Soliman Atari, Soli 
man the Druggiſt, Jouacri, the eweller, Star 
boni, the Conſtantinopolitan, by Reaſon of hi 
having got an Eſtate. there; and what! 
Remarkable, as very Praiſe-worthy in m 
Opinion, that they are not aſhamed of best 
ing theſe Sir-names after they become Rich 


are raiſed to the higheſt Dignities, and a en 


put into the greateſt Employments. Thi 
I 


r 


1 
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the s becauſe they are rais'd by the Sciences, 
me by their Employments, and eſpecially by 
theMthcir Riches. - There are but very few who 
„d- ue tied to it by Deſcent. | 

As for Titles, they are not at all affected in 
he Eaſt, wether from Birth or Office. Every 
e ol ne faſtens to his Name as he pleaſes, with- 
wt the haughty Titles of Duke, Prince, and 
It i ling: There are thoſe which they never put 
eiter the Name, as the Title of Mirza, which 
pnifies the Son of a Prince, This is to 
litingaiſh the Royal Perſonages from the 
xt of the World, who place theſe Titles 


chidWWMicfore and after their Names quite another 
Abu, and contrary to others. One very 
fafer range Thing, and which one would ſcarce 
: thlWilicve, is, that the Perſians Glory in bearing 
comp ee Title of Slaves. I ſpeak of the People 


wsd at Court, and who were born or ꝓred 
to Employments; they call themſelves, 


ſetbeſh way of Honour, Slaves of the King, or 
rais ileves of the Saints ; for Example, The Duke 
Caan re of Ibrahim, or of Mahammed, or of 
lie King. Theſe ſort of Names, denote ge- 
| _ krally a Man in Offices, or one who aſpires 
0 b em, 


When a Male Child is born into the 
World, it is the Cuſtom for the Father to 
pe every thing that he has upon him, to 
im who brings him the News. They 
ime to him with their Turban off their 
kad, and ſay to him, Tor have 4 Male Child 

L 2 bors : 
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born; and he muſt ſtrait make a Preſent for 
this good News, and as it were to buy his 
Clothes again, and what he has upon him. 


— © 

OT, * ; 

C A P. XII. t 
Concerning the Exerciſes and Games of the 
PERSIANS, p 


| Join theſe two Actions together, becauſe 
the Perſian Term which ſignifies one, ex- 
preſſes likewiſe the other; and that the P.M; 
fians call their Exerciſes honeſt Games, andi 
the Games unlawful Exerciſes. In eff:&, 8M, 
the Exerciſes of the Perſians are Games ol; 
Dexterity, the Deſign of em being to ren; 
der the Body Supple and Vigorous, and learn, 
em how to uſe and handle their Arms. Bur 
as the Body muſt be ready form d, and ſtronꝗ „ 
for theſe Exerciſes, they ſeldom begin pray, 
ailing till they are eighteen or twenty Year}, 
of Age, the Youth till then being under thy, 
Correction of the Maſters of the Science hin 
and the Conduct of Eunuchs. Here are tr 
principal Exerciſes in which the Perf"... 
occupy themſelves ; Th 
. Firſt of all, to bend the Bow, the Art ol... 
which conſiſts in holding it right, bending}, 
of it, and letting the Cord go with calc 
without letting the Left-hand which hold 


the Bow, and which is ſtretched out 
| | lengtt 
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for jength, nor the Right-hand, which handles 
his Wl the String, ſtir the leaſt in the World. They 
1m. I texch em at firſt, to bend it eaſily, and then 
harder by Degrees. The Maſters of theſe 
Exerciſes teach 'em to bend the Bow before 
em, behind em, and ſide-ways, up and 
down ; and to be ſhort, a hundred ſeveral 
ways 3 always quick and eaſy, They have 
Bows that are very difficult to bend ; and 
to try their Strength, they hang them 
wainſt a Wall to a Peg, and they tie Weights 
o the Cord of the Bow, at the Place where 


Per they put the notch of the Arrow: The ſtif- 
andi ca of em will bear five hundred weight be- 
fe, fore they will bend. When they can handle an 


ordinary Bow, they give 'em others to bend, 
which they make heavy by putting a great 
many thick Rings of Iron upon the Cord: 
There are ſome of theſe Bows that weigh 


IM" bundred Weight; they handle them, 
PI bey bend them, they unbend themy as I 
7 have ſaid, as they are Jumping, Toſſing and 


lumbling, ſometimes upon one Foot, ſome- 
mes on their Knees,and ſometimes Running: 
The clattering of theſe Rings make a trouble- 
me Noiſe : This is to get more Strength. 
They judge that they perform that exercife 
well, when, in holding the Bow in the Left- 
Hand ſtretch'd out very ſtiff, faſt, and with- 
but ſhaking, they bring the Cord or String 
vith the Thumb of the Right-hand to their 
as if they were to hang it upon it. 
| L 3 
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For the better performing of this Exer- 
ciſe, they wear a Ring on their Thumb, an 
Inch wide within, and half as much with. 
out, upon which the Cord or String of the 
Bow bears: This Ring is made of Horn or 
Ivory, or of Jadde, which is a ſort of Green 
Alabaſter : The King has one of herd Bone 
and light, its natural Colours being Red and 
Yellow, which grows, as they ſay, like a 
Tuft upon the Head of a great Bird in the 
Iſle of Ceylan. When they are very wel 
Skill'd in bandling the Bow. their firſt Exer- 
eiſe is to let fly the Arrow in the Air, and 

who ſhall make it fly higheſt , they ac- 
count him a clever Archer, and the Bow the 
beſt, that throws an Arrow to the elevation 
of forty-five Degrees, which is as far as the 
Bow will bear. The next Exerciſe is ſhoot 
ing at the Mark; and it is not only the 
ſhooting into it, but the Arrow mult be 
thrown firm, and without ſhaking, inte 
ite They afterwards learn to draw it witt 
Strength and Weight. They Exerciſe them 
ſelves that way after this manner; The) 
make about four Foot high, a Frame ol 
abont two Foot Diameter, ſloping, about five 
or ſix Foot deep, fill'd with wet and fin 
Gravel, like the Frame of a Founder 10 
Caſting. They take their Bow and Arron 
without Squares, and when they are read) 
to ſhoot, there comes a Servant with a grea 
Flint-ſtone in his Hand, and ſtrikes hom! 


„ th. — 
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er. Wl joſt in the middle of the Frame, which is 
an more to hinder them from taking Aim where 
th. Wl to ſhoot, than to harden the Gravel. They 
the Wl ſhoot into it with all their Strength, and the 
Arrow generally ſinks half-way into it. They 
draw it out, and ſhoot again into the Place, 
till ſuch time as the Arrow is buried in it. 
They ſucceed in that Exerciſe according as 
they bury the Arrow at fewer or more times, 
and that falls out as they ſhoot ſtrait to the 
ame Point. Theſe Exerciſes are to teach 
em to ſhoot the Arrow, the Art of which, 
na Word, conſiſts in ſhooting a great way, 
in ſhooting true, and in ſhooting ſtiff and 
frong, that the Arrow may enter and pierce 
tion trough. They learn to ſay, at ſhooting 
the laſt Arrow, Tir a ker derdil Omar; May 
th Arrow, this laſt Bout, enter the Heart of 
the r: And this is to keep up the averſion 
nd hatred they have for the Se of Twrks, 

into whereof Omar is the ſecond Pontif after 
with Mibammed. It is to be obſerv'd, that the 
chem Wl Arrows for theſe Exerciſes, have a round 
piece of Iron, ſmall and obtuſe, whereas 
me oF iieir Arrows for Battle have Iron like the 
ut five point of a Lance, or like our Lancets. 

The ſecond Exerciſe is to handle the 
dare; and as this Art conſiſts in having a 
Irong Wriſt and very pliant, they teach the 
Touth to handle the Sabre with two Weights 
In their Hands, in turning them up and down 
before and behind, quick and ſtrong: And 

L 4 " = 
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in order to make their Joints the more pli- 
able, and the Nerves the more ſupple, they 
put, during the Exerciſe, two other Weights 
upon their Shoulders made like a Horſe-ſhoe, 
that it may not hinder their Motion. This 
Exerciſe is good for Wreſtling, as well as 
to make em uſe the Sabre well. 

The third Exerciſe is that of the Horſe, 
which conſiſts in Mounting well, to have 3 
good Seat, to gallop with a looſe Rein with. 
out ſtirring ; to ſtop the Horſe ſhort in his 
Gallop, without moving one's ſelf, and to 
be ſo light and active upon a Horſe, as to 
tell, upon the Gallop, twenty Counters up- 
on the Ground one after the other, and 
to take 'em up at their return, - without 
{lackening their Speed. There are People 
in Perſia that fit ſo Firm and Light upon a 
Horſe, that they ſtand ſtrait on their Feet 
upon the Saddle, and make the Horſe Gallop 
in that manner with a looſe Rein. The 
Perſians ride a little Side- ways, becauſe they 
turn themſelves fo in performing their Ex- 
erciſes on Horſe-back, which are of three 
Sorts, to play at the Mall, todraw the Bow, 
and to throw the Javelin. Their Play at ec 
the Mall is perform'd in a very great Place, 
at the end of which are Pillars near each 
other, which ſerve for the Ball to paſs thro. 
They throw the Ball in the middle of the 
Place, and the Players with a Mall-ſtick in 


their Hand, gallop after it to ſtrike it 5 art; 
of? | | le 
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li- the Mall- ſtick is ſhort, they muſt ſtoop be- 
ey Wl low the Saddle-bow to ſtrike it, and by the 
bts Rules of the Game, they muſt take their 
Aim gallopping. They win their Match, 
bis MW when they have made the Ball paſs between 
| a3 be Pillars, They play at this Game, having 
teen or twenty on a fide. The Exerciſe of 
he Bow on Horſe-back is perform'd by 
hooting at a Bowl or Cup behind one, put 
pon the end of a Maſt or Pole about twenty- 
ix Foot high, where they get up by little 
kibs of Wood nailed to it, and which ſerve 
z Steps. The Gentleman takes his Career 


up-WWiwards the Pole with his Bow and Arrow 
and n bis Hand, and when he is gone by it, he 
zoutWMends himſelf backwards either tothe Right, 
ople {Wc Left ; for they muſt know how to do it 


oth Ways, and lets fly his Arrow. 


feet This Exerciſe is common to all the Towns 
Mop" Perſia. Even the Kings, Exerciſe them- 
Theſes that way. King Sephy, Grand Father 
they the King now Reigning, excell'd in t; 
r Ex- always brought down the Cup at the 
three or ſecond Time. King Abas his Son 


ns as Dextrous likewiſe at it. Soliman, who 


ay ac ceeded him, took leſs delight in it than 
Places predeceſſors. The Javelin, which they 
each in theſe Exerciſes, and is call'd Gerid, 
thro WP much as to ſay, the Bough of a Palm- 
of there, becauſe it is made of the Boughs of 
ick ia ery Paelm.-Tree, is much longer than a 
it: A 12a, and very heavy, inſomuch, that 

a it 
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x Wl foring the time of Wreſtling, to animate 
Adem, gives the Signal. They begin, by 
at Mn:king a thouſand Bravadoes and Rodo- 
or nontades; then they promiſe each other fair 
on Play, and ſhake Hands. That being done, 
they ſtrike at each others Buttocks, Hips, 
the Wind Thighs, keeping time with the little 
Tabour ; then they ſhake Hands again, and 
rike at each other as before, three times 
| pgether. This is as if it were for the La- 
lies, and to recover their Breath; after that, 
hey cloſe, making a great Out-cry, and 
ive with all their Might to overthrow 
heir Man, The Victory is never judg'd to 
(peWienifie any thing, till the Man be laid flat 
yon his Belly, ſtretch'd all along upon the 
be round. | ay 
Fencing, is another Exerciſe for the Pub- 
k Show and Diverſion. The Fencers 
king upon the Spot, in fight of the Specta- 
ders, lay their Arms upon the Ground at 
it eir Feet, Theſe are a ſtraight Sabre, and 
wu ler, they kneel down, and kiſs them 
tha ein their Mouth, and with their Forehead ; 
d, 20ien they get up again, taking them in their 
d 20nd ; at the Sound of the Tabour, they 
AdvelWnce and skip about, making a thouſand 
of, Violtures and Motions with their Arms very 
s HaWrterouſly ; then they begin, and reach 
reng ite another ſeveral Strokes with the Sword, 
1p0" Iich they receive upon their Buckley : 
yo fy always ſtrike with the Edge, if ** 
I 0 


N orC 


[v9 


156 A General Deſcription of PER SI * 


do not come too near each other, for then 
they preſent the Point. Theſe Fencers are 
ſometimes in good Earneſt, and draw Blood; 
but if the Combate becomes too hot, they 
are parted. | 

Beſides theſe Exerciſes which are for the 
Diverſion of the Perſfrans, they have of 
thoſe who Dance upon the Ropes, Poppet- 
Shows, and doing Feats of Activity as adroit 
and nimble as in any Country whatever, 
They dance upon the Rope bare-Foot, 
They draw a Cord from the Top of a 
Tower thirty or forty Toiſes high, quite 
down, and pretty ſtiff; they go up it, and 
afterwards come down, which they don't dc 
by crawling down upon the Belly, as the 
do elſewhere, but they come down back 
wards, holding by their Toes, which the 
faſten in the Rope, which of conſequence 
cannot be very big. One cannot well ſee ! 
without having a dread upon one, efpectallz 
when the Rope-Dancer to ſhow his Strengt 
and Activity; carries a Child upon hi 
Shoulders, one Leg on one fide, and th 
other on the other, that holds by the Fore 
head. They don't dance upon a ſtrait Rope 
as the Rope Dancers in Europe do; but the 
make Leaps and Turns. Their fineſt Tur 
is this, They give the Rope Dancer two hol 
low Baſons, like Soop Diſhes; he puts the 
upon the Rope, the bottom of the Baſo 


being one againſt the other, and he 9 
f 8 . 
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that Baſon whidh is uppermoſt, having his 
Backfide in the hollow of the Baſon ; he 
4. MW takes two Turns, backward and forward 

cen at the ſecond Turn, he cauſes the un- 
dermoſt Baſon to fall dexterouſly, and reſt 
he (I won that which is uppermoſt, upon which 
he again takes two Turns, and then makes 
t fall again, and he himſelf is aſtride upon 
the Rope. There are of 'em that dance 
pon a Chain inſtead of a Rope. | 

Beſides theſe Dancers, there are Vaulters, 
ho leap with a ſurpriſing Activity. They 
amp thro a Hoop trim'd with the Points 
a Poignard, between the Spaces, which 
re not at a Foot diſtance, but are put thro 
nſuch a Manner as to bend ſo eaſily, that 


* be Body cauſes em to give way going 
the rough. They likewiſe leap through a 
nene pe which two Men hold faſt in a Square, 
ſee i tom ſixteen, to eighteen Inches only, 


mich they hold about five Foot from the 
Hound. One can ſcarce get a Child thro' 
„ but thoſe who hold it, know how to 


nd th large it ſo dexterouſly, that it cannot be 
frcerv'd, 


P 
_ Their YVaulters take their turn with Flam- 
at the in their Hands lighted at both Ends, 
ſt Tur mich they every Moment paſs over their 


es without burning themſelves. They 


ts the ill cauſe a Spade red-hot to be hammered 
Ralo bon an Anvel placd upon their naked Bel- 
e ſits 1 keeping themſelves bent backwards up- 


on 
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on their Hands and Feet, about five or fix 
Inches from the Ground, after having caus d 
a Poignard to be put under their Back, the 
point not above an Inch from it, to ſhey 
that the Stroaks of the Hammerer don't move 
em, for if they had, the Poignard muſt have 
ſtuck in their Back. The Vaulter or Tun- 
Bler keeps himſelf in that Poſture till the 
two Hammerers have finiſh'd the Spade, 
When that torn is accompliſhd, there comes 
another Vaulter, who puts himſelf in the 
ſame Place and Poſture, upon whoſe Belly 
they put an Apple or a Melon, which a Man 
comes and cuts in two with one Stroke of a 
Sabre, taking his Aim very higb, without ſo 
much as touching the Skin. 

Their Juglers make uſe of Eggs inſtead o 
Balls under their Cups to play their Tricks 
withal: They put about ſeven or eigh 
Eggs in a Bag, which they bave ſtamp d up 
on before-hand, and which they cauſe to be 
done by thoſe of the Spectators, who have 
a mind to it; and in a moment afterward: 
they will cauſe theſe Eggs to become Piage 
ons or Pullets Then they will give you the 
Bag to ſee and handle, which is their Pouch 
and when they are | ſufficiently convince 
that there is nothing in it, they put it up! 
the Ground in the middle of the Place, an 
in a Minute's time they take it in the! 
* and pull out all the Utenſils of a Kit 
chin. | 


The 
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x The Puppet-ſhows and Jaglers ask no Mo- 
d ney at the Door as they they do in our 
e Country, for they play openly in the pub- 
w WW lick Places, and thoſe give em that will. 
16 They intermingle Farce, and Juggling, with 
ve : thouſand Stories and Buffooneries, which 
- they do ſometimes Mask'd, and ſometimes 
he Un-mask d, and this laſts twoor three Hours: 
le. And when they have done, they go round 
cs Wl to the Spectators and ask ſomething ; and 
be Wi when they perceive any one to be ſtealing off 
Il fore they go to ask him for any thing, the 
an Maſter of the Company cries out with a loud 
i 28 Voice, and in an Empbatical manner, That he 
pho ſteals away, is an Enemy to Ali. As who 
hould ſay among us, An Enemy to God and 
bs Saints, For two Crowns the Juglers will 
tne to their Houſe. They call theſe ſort 
« Diverfions Maſcare, that is to ſay Play, 
Pleſantry, Raillerie, Repreſentation ; from 
» Delnbence comes our Word Maſquerade. . 
beſides the Perſian Juglers, ot which there 
e in all the Towns of the Kingdom, as I 


ne been ſaying, there are Companies of 
u (hal hlian Juglers in the great Cities, eſpecially 


t Iſpahar,, but who don't know any more 
lan thoſe of the Country. I admire at the 


vpoiilredulity of many Travellers, who have 
, 20friouſly reported that theſe Juelers know 
they to produce in a Moment, ſuch and ſuch 
a Ku Tree loaden with Flowers and with Fruit; 


like Eggs hatch upon the Spot, and a thou- 
; ſand 


ſand other wonderful things of that Kind. 


in his Relations, tho from the manner of 


— — r OO EEO 
* 


was, a little green Bough of that kind « 
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Mr. Taverner among others, puts it plainly Na 


his telling it, he muſt needs diſcover enough Mit t 
of the Cheat. I knew that they were ſo Ho 
from the firſt time that I ſaw them perform'd; e. 
becauſe that from my Miſtruſt, I obſeryd 
em narrowly. The Juglers ſhow their Tricks 
in this manner ; They ſpread a Cloth, round 
or ſquare, according to the Court or Gar- 
den where they are made to Play, and they te 
always ſpread it at a little Diſtance from the 
Spectators: When all their Pieces are ready 
they open the Cloth in the Preſence of the 
People; then they take a Stone or Kerne 
of ſome Fruit in Seaſon, and with their uſu 
al Affectation, Strutting, and abtindanct 
of Stories of their Conjuring-Book, fit on ene 
to dazle the Sight of the Silly or Ignorant 
they plant it in the Ground in the midd! 
of their Tent, then water it, and afterward 
cloſe it up again : That done, they plan 
themſelves between theTent and the Spett: 
tors, and play other Tricks of Paſs, &. 
During which time, one of the Compan 
flips cleverly under the Cloth, and plants 
the Ground, juſt where the Kernel or Sto 


Tree which they had promiſed. In the mea 
time every one is attentive to their oth | 
Tricks; which when they had been at abo 


a quarter of an Hour, they open my J 
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tefore the Company, and with great Excls- 
nations ſhow,this Sucker-Plant. One of them, 
the more to impoſe upon the Fooliſh, lies 
that time upon it and ſprinkles it with his 


ſo W009, cutting himſelf for that purpoſe under 
de Arm pit, or elſewhere, All the reſt begin 
4 Wheir Invocations, and ham Wonder, then 
ey let fall the Cloth again, and fall to 


heir other Tricks as betore. This Diverſion 
lſts, by five or fix Fits, or Intervals, an Hour 
two, and till ſuch time as they have ſhown 
tis Young Plant four or five Foot high, 
meh (ome Fruit upon it. This is their Mi- 
de; at the ſight of which, the Servants, 
nd 2]! thoſe who are ſo toolith to believe 
It ſtand in great Admiration. The firſt time 
he this Trick, I would willingly have 
ume nearer the Tent, the better to have 
ken it done: Theſe Juglers oppos d it: L 
em not to come near it themſelves; and 
dſhow it at ſome diſtance; (till that could 
bt be done, that was to diſturb and hinder 
ir Operation. then let them alone to 


tit; but 1 caus d them to be watch'd by two 
pan krvants, who ſaw all their Play; and I 
nts cover d em my ſelf by my Attention. I 
Sto this Trick of the Tree in ſeveral Places, 


id it was ſtill the ſame thing, [ have 
eard it affirm'd, that ſome of em perform 
ls Trick with counterfeit Wood. The 


abo dan and Perſſan Tricks are all the ſame, 
e Je bich certainly much ſurpaſs ours in Inge- 


beſoſſ Vol. 1. M nuity 


nuity and Nimbleneſs, and they make the 
Matter very dexterouſly, and with a wolf 
derful deal of Art. I have ſeen at Colcon; 


another's Shoulders; the fourth had a Chil 


Chineſe and thoſe of Japan perform, 
ſpeaking of thoſe of the higheſt For 
They aſſure ye, that there are of em ib 
make em fall Limb by Limb, firſt one Le 


laſt of which is the Head: That thoſe Ju 
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four Women ſtand. ſtrait a end upon o 


in her Arms, and ſhe who bore or carry 
the others, ran; for (ſhe went, as they e 
it, faſter than a foot pace, The ſecond jump 
upon the ſhoulders of the firſt : The oth 
two got up by a Tree, I have heard to 
to the late Mr. Carron, (one of the Ab 
Men that the Indies and Trade had en 
form'd) ſome of the beſt Tricks which t 


take a Child, throw it into the Air, 2 
then another, and ſo of all the reſt, ti 


ters join the Parts again upon the Ground 
after which, the Child gets up and appea 
as it was before. There is no poflibility « 
being made ſenſible of this Story or Fabl 
this is without doubt a Trick that there is 
way to comprehend unleſs as a Trick of De 
terity, which is pertorm'd by the quicknels 
the Operation in changing the Objects, a 
thereby deceiving the Eyes of the Spectato 
I ſhould never have done, were I to ſet do 
every thing I have heard told concernil 
theſe Indian and Chineſe Juglers, where 4 

77 woul 
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ould make me believe there are Impoſtures 
Wir Witcherafts ; in a Word, that the Devil 
as in it. I try d all I could to (ee the like, but 
o no purpoſe always, the Magick Whitening 
came near it: And I found my ſelf con- 
nually oblig'd to acknowledge the Cheat. 

The Perſians call the Games of Chance, 
um: Their Religion forbids em, and 
te Polity authoriſes that Prohibition, by 
wpoſing Fines on thoſe who Play. The 
lebel darbachi, which is one of the great 
ficers of the Court, to which is annex'd 
at of Infpe&or over the Publick Women, 
id who takes their Tribute, is eſtabliſhed 
kewiſe over the Play, and receives the 
nes, One may ſee how- eaſy it is to for- 
tar Play, when one reſolves againſt it, in 
ut the Perſians do not Play, generally 
taking, tho' they look upon the ſin of 
lay to be Light and Venial, whereas the 
eof Wine is common enough among them, 
lbough their Religion forbids it more ſtrict- 
There are even Doctors who hold, that 
tt Games of Hazard are not forbid; 
when they play for Mony, and not 
den they don't play for any; but the 
r is a Conſequence of the other, ſeeing 
lit they can never play at Games of 
ance but for ſomething. The meaner 


. of People have Cards, which they call 
e Tbey are of Wood very well 
uon Inted : The Pack has fourſcore and ten 


ds in it, with eight Suits : They play 
b M 2 very 
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very aukwardly, and without any Inventio 
They have, again, the Totum-Dice, Bowlin 
Tennis, Chuck; but there is not one Man! 
a hundred that plays there; and thoſe th; 
do play are the very Vulgar ſort, of Peop Ve 
They play at Tables in the Coffee -Houſe 
and at a Game with Shells, which the Tur 
have mightily in Uſe: And theſe Gam 
have been carry d out of Europe into Pen 
by the Armini ans. It is the ſame thing wit 
the Play of the Eggs, which is very con 
mon towards the New-Vear. They mal 
em of all Colours, Painted and Gilt, th 
are worth a Piſtol or two a Piece. The 
are ſome, the Shells whereof are harder th; 
your ordinary Eggs, they having a Sect 
to harden them. Some People of Qualit 
but very few, play at Chefs. They bo 
this Game forbid among the reſt ; but th 
don't look upon it to be Diſhoneſt like tl 
others. This Game has been the Subject Me. 
many Learned Diſputes concerning its O 
ginal, and the Etymology of its Tern 

he Perſians maintain that it is an Inventit 
of their Anceſtors, and the Terms of t 
Game are in effect, Originally from ene 
Ancient Perſcans : They call it Sdreng 3 whi 
implies a hundred Thoughts or Cares, ot 
cauſe one's Thoughts muſt be wholly N 
ploy d upon it: Others will have it ff 
Chetreng, which is almoſt the ſame thin 
for in Perſia the Letter &, and the Letters 
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ion ne clos'd the ſame way ; Chetreng ſigniſies 
in be Grief or Anguiſh of the King, by Rea> 
oa of the Extremity to which the King of 
heſs is reduc d. Chee and Mate, come from 
ic or Chamat, which is the moſt conſide-- 


pl 

A ble Term of this Game, which they make 
une of to expreſs that the King is near being 
amen, and ſignifies that the King is under 


Conſternation, or amaz d. The Perſians 
deem this Game mightily, ſaying, that he 
o knows hom to play well at « Game of Cheſs, 
t to govern the World. They fay like- 
iſe, that to play well at it, one muſt make 
Party hold out three Days. | 

| ſhall ſpeak of Singing and Dancing in 
e following Diſcourſe, in the Chapter of 
Wick ; but I ſhall conclude this with the 
ſcription of a very ſolemn Diverſion in 


the %, which is the Feaſt of the Chatir, or 
ke tot. man of the King, This is, when the 


herſeer of the Foot- men has a mind to be 
eiv'd into the King's, Service. He muſt 
from the Gate of the Palace to a Pillar, 


entiꝗ ich is a French League and a half from 
of e Palace, and fetch twelve Arrows from 
om Hence one after the other, between the 
which Suns. He is not receiv'd as the King's 
res, MPotman till after that Trial. When King 
ly e an was mounted on his Throne, they 
it fed him ſome things in his State; and 
thing they ſpoke. very much concerning the 


lt of the Chatir, he order d that it ſhould 
| * be 
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be ſolemniz d with all the Pomp imaginab[e 
and that they ſhould ſpare no Coſt; and 
this is that which was perform'd the 2611 
Day of May, 1667; a Day ſet a- part by thi 
Aſtrologers, who judg'd that to be the mo 
Auſpicious for this Feſtival. ' The Genen 
of the Musketeers who was, at that time, thi 
Favourite, had brought a Chatir the D. 
before to the King, who promis d to tak 
him, if he accompliſh'd his Courſe, and gay 
him a Calaat or entire Habit, with Perm 
fion to begin at four a Clock in the Mor 
ing this was granting him a Favour ofnig 
an Hour; for the Order, as I have ſaid, 
for them to do it between the two Suns, 
they call it: And they immediately gi 
Orders for opening the Houſes, ſetting ol 
the Shops, and watering the Streets all alo 
the Ways: That was done to a nicety; a 
the next Day every thing was ſet out, adorn 
and fitted. The Place Royal of Iſpahan w 
emptied and made clean, like a great Roo 
for a Ball: Before the Great Gate the 
was a Tent built fourſcore Foot long, abo 
thirty wide, and high in Proportion, bo 
upon gilt Pillars, and ſtretch'd ſloping, 
that it was open upon the Gate, andt 
Corner of the Place by which the Run 
came: The Tent was lin'd with fine Tabb 
and with Brocard ; the Bottom was cove 
with a Rich Carpet, all of a- piece, havi 
ſquares of Brocard: At the Pillars . 9 
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ent hung Plumes of Herons, and of all 
ther ſorts of Feathers, from Top to Bot- 
m, which the King's Footmen wear on 
heir Heads and Girdles, with little Bells, 
hich they tie round 'em likewiſe, to keep. 
emſel ves in Action. At one Corner there 
35 a Beufet of Veſſels of Gold and Preci- 
w Stones, with ſeveral Liquors; and in 
other, twenty Baſons of Gold of all ſorts. 


g Merch. panes, and dry and wet Sweet-Meats. 
mi en or twelve of the King s Footmen rich- 
do dad, each in different Colours, and dif- 
nig 


rently trimm'd ; for in by 1 they don't 
bow what a Livery is, did the Honours of 
et Tent, to whoever was pleas'd to come 
id ſee it, who was of ſufficient Quality to 
iter it, as being the Maſters of the Feaſt. 
de Uſhers of the King's Guard being at the 
hors of the Tent, and the Body Guard 
king a Lane in the Place at all the Ave- 
Its, Overagainſt che Great Gate of the 
lace were nine Elephants ranged in Order, 
Ivered with rich Houſings, and ſet out 
th ſo many Chains and Fetters, with other 
Imaments, all of Maſly Silver, which ano- 


ng, er Beaſt would have ſunk under the 

1nd eight of. Each Elephat had his Manager | 

— ud after the Indian manner, very well ſet * 
abb 


If, The biggeſt Elephant was Harneſsd 
Id ready to receive the Prince upon a co- 

d Throne placed upon his Back, inſtead 
Ia Saddle. This Throne wz « big enough 
M 4 for 
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for him to lie at length. Arms, as the Bowl 
Buckler, and Arrows, are always hung at on 


wil 
of the two Staffs that ſupport the uppe po 
part of the Throne: And after that you (eter 
at the South End of the Place , in one par, 
the Wild beaſts train d up for Hunting, Ae 
the Lion, the Panther, the Tiger, and others þ 
and in another Place Indian Chariots, draw! 
by beautiful Oxen all White: And the Beaſi e 
for Combat, as the Bufflers, Bulls, Helft an Wy | 
Rams, each with a Collar furniſhed wit hn 
little Baggs filled with Amulets or written. 
Papers, to ſerve. as a Preſervative. T 1B, 
Mahometans hang of theſe Amulets, not onl lis 
to the Necks of theſe Beaſts, but likewiſe itt 
all others; to the Necks of their Wives au 
Children. They even hang them to Inan e 
mate things: You will ſometimes find the . 
aite cover d over. with them. The othe [r 
Pac of the Place which is to the Nort of 
had likewiſe its Companies for Diverlionhhi 
and for S$hzw ; theſe were the Rope Da een 
cers, Companies of Women Dancers, Con ier 
panies oi Foot men ready to Dance; Bodi ere 
of Jugglers for a thouſand ſeveral ſorts Mic 
Tricks, ſuch as Legar-de-Main, Fencers, Pu e 
2 ſhows, Oc. and at a diſtance from thenikix' 
ompanies of Players upon all ſorts of r 
ſtruments. The right Chatirs or Footmenun 
kfow how to Dance or Vault, efpecialliſ c: 
hoſe of the Great Men, and they make theſie 
Jnce for their Diverſion ; for in the a, 
oli | es ie Dancing 


1414 
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Dancing is reckon' d Diſhoneſt, or if you 
al, Infamous; and there are none but the 
bablick Women who Dance. Hereupon I 
emember, that in the Minority of the King of 
ine, there came a Perſian to Paris, whom 
the King of Perſia had ſent into Europe with 
French Merchant, ſettled at 1ſpahar, to fell 
Wilks, and bring from thence ſome curious 
erchandizes of Europe. They ſhow'd Eve- 
thing to the Perſſan, who did not under- 
und a Word of any European Language. 
ſhey brought him amongſt other Places, to 
Ball where the King Danc'd; and when 
ils Majeſty Danc d, they bid him take Notice 
Him: And they afterwards asked him, 
ether or no the King did not Dance 
ell? By the Name of God, replied he, He 
lan excellent Chatir. b 
in this manner the Grand Place was diſ- 
pled and ſet out. The Streets througli 
ich he that Run muſt paſs, which for the 
Wheateſt part were cover d Markets, were 
lewiſe wonderfully ſet out; the Shops 
ere ſpread with rich Stuffs, and ſome were 
out with Arms like the great Room of an 
. ip "1% with a great many Colours inter- 
eit ux 1 9 7 
f 1 The Way was water d every time he that 
0c un came to go by it, the Moment before 
cia came, and they ſtrewed it with Flowers. 
cnc ſie Suburbs were ſpread with Pavillions, 
the City likewiſe, to the turn where 
nan. he 


on 


— „ „el 
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ü derb wn A Body of Lig 
to the nuber of two or three Thouſand 


were there in one Place. That of the lik 
Number of Arminians, in another. Thi 
Ianicoles, or Worſhippers of Fire, in on 


Place, the Jews in another; every Body 7 
well plac'd as he could to pleaſe the King 
who had defir'd it. At the Gates of the Gres 
eſt Lords who were in the way, were Table 
covered with Perfume-Pots, Sweet- Water 
and Baſons with Sweet- meats: Inſhort, all th 
Way was as it were border'd with Inſtrument 
of Muſick, with Kettle-Drums and Tru 

pets, who play d in Companies, as ſoon 
they perceived him who Run, was coming 
He was in his Shirt with a ſingle Roll e 
Cloth pretty thin, with a Silver Ground 
which cover d his Breech : He carried a Lit 

nen Cloth in ſeveral Doubles folded upc 

his Stomach in a St. Andrews Croſs, whit 
kept his Breaſts up very cloſe, and was tit 
to his Waſte : And he had another Linne 
Cloth that went between his Legs we 
boud : His Arms, Legs, and Thighs, we 
rubed with an Ointment of a dark Yello 
Colour made up with a mixture of Oi 

Roſes and an Oil of Nutmees and Cinamo 

He had Footmens Shoes on upon his be 
Feet, which is a Shooing peculiar to che 

And though he had no Stockings on, a 

have ſaid, he had Garters. © In ſhort, he h 


a Cap upon his Head which came , a1 


4 


{ 


= 


1 
Fa 
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the bottom of his Ears, adornd witk 


10 bree or four little Feathers, as light as F wa 
lid ind. Upon bis Bonnet, Neck, Arms, 
Th upon his Stomach, you fee Amuletts, 


on ng as | have been repreſenting to you but 

ſnow. | 7. 1-220. 0 
ine in this Manner the Foot-man was fitted 
it. He always run his Courſe with a great 
any in Company ; ſixteen or twenty 
otmen belonging to great Lords, run on 
ot before him, and by his Sides, at the 
te he went at, relieving one another. 
hey were preceeded by a Number of 
ntlemen, five and twenty, or thirty in 
bmber, among whom there were more- 
er, ſome of the greateſt Lords, who run 
0 hundred Spaces before, more out of 
ate, than to make Way. A Courier on 
pd rpoſe, nam'd by the King, follows him 
h Courſe, to be a Witneſs of it. They. 
reſh his Face at every Turn, with ſweet 


ang ters, and they throw ſome all along 
Waden his Thighs, Arms, and Legs, to re- 
wein them. They continually Fan him, 
elo ech behind and on his Sides; and all that 
0:1 With ſo much Dexterity and Nimbleneſs, 
mod the Way was always coverd with 
; balople, both Foot and Horſe ; there is 


er any Body before him. Every one 
ounded his Praiſes, and made a thou- 
nd Vows for him, calling upon God, 
M imploring the Saints with Cries, that 

| rent 
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took an Arrow out” of one of the King's 
Officer's Hands, and there put it thro his 
back. Theſe Arrows are about a Foot long, 
nd not thicker than a large Writing Quill, 

W having a little ſort of a Streamer at the 
End of it, like that which is put to the 
lonſecrated Bread. The Foot: man perform d 
lis fix firſt Courſes in ſix Hours, for the 
W others, he took a little more time. The 
greateſt Lords of the Court, as I have ſaid, 
il Accompanied him, one after the other 
n his Courſes. Gbeic- Aly Can, Governour 
it the moſt important Province in Perſſa, 
nd at that time, "mightily in Favour, tho? 
te was ſixty eight Years of Age, rode ſix 
Lourſes with him, changing dis Horſe 
o many times. The fiaſt Miniſter, almoſt 
s old as the other, rode three Courſes, 
ſhe Nazir, or High Steward, a Lord of 
ery near the ſame Age, perform'd but two 
lourſes, being call'd elſewhere, upon the 
lings Service + But the better to make his 
lourt to the King, he made his only Son, 
Mouth of about two and twenty Years of 
ge, well made, and charmingly handſom, 
frform the twelve Courſes intire, he 
Ontinu'd running, without any Intermiſſion, 
dom four of the Clock in the Morning, 
WW fix at Night, in the midſt of all this 
Wiurly-burly, and terrible Noiſe, and without 
= Refreſhment, but a little Cordial. 
The King had order d, that twelve a 

pa 


. 
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pal Workmen belonging to the Palace, 


\ i ſhould run each of them a Courſe with the 


Footman, which was accordingly done, 
I tollow'd: him all the ſeventh - Courſe, in 
which he began to ſlacken his Pace, by 
*Reaſon of the Heat of the Sun, and the 
Sand he paſs'd ; nevertheleſs he always put 
me to the Gallop. When he came into the 
Palace Royal, there was ſuch Hollowing, 
Shouting, - Muſick playing, and above all, 
-upon certain Kettle-Damms, carry'd upon 
Carts, which were bigger than Tunns, 
I never heard ſuch a Noiſe in all my Life: 
And I learnt afterwards, that they heard it a 


League off. At the ſixth Courſe, the King 


came to the Door of the Tent, to ſee him 


who run, come in, and to encourage him. 


At the eighth Courſe, the Tent was ſerv'd 
with thirty Baſons of Maſſiff Gold, full of 
good Meat, to regale the Foot-men ; and at 
three in the Afternoon, the King appear d 
at the Windows of the Pavillions, which 
were upon the Place, before the great Gate, 
then began all the Diverſions which had 
been prepar'd for that Purpoſe, each before 
him, without any Regard to the Spectators; 
the Beaſts to Fight, the Men and Women 
Dancers to Dance, each Company apart; 
the Rope-Dancers to fly about, the Jugg- 
lers to play their Tricks, the Wreſtlers to 
Engage. This Confuſion of Exerciſes and 


Sports, where one did not know which 5 


7 4 — _ 
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fx ones Eyes upon, was the moſt whimfical 
Sight in the World ; but every one almoſt 
was intent upon the Fighting of the wild 
Beaſts, which is one of the moſt raviſhing 
Sights among the Perſians : Among the reſt, 
that of the Lion or Panther, with the 
Bulls; and upon the Fight of the Buffler, 
the Rams, Mol fe, and of the Cocks. Theſe 
Horn d Beaſts don't Fight with one another 
ifter equal Manner; for theſe Buffers ruſh. 
pon, and take hold of one another's Horns; 
bey puſh at one another and never quit, 
ill one or other is overcome, and fled out of 
be Liſt : But the Rams ruſh upon one ano- 
her at ten or twelve Yards diſtance, and 
deet each other with ſuch a dreadful Shock, 
dat one may hear the Stroak at fifty Yards 
iſtance; after that, they retire quick, 
inning backwards to about the ſame diſt- 
nce, when they return to the Charge, and 
in againſt one another again, and ſo 
n, till one or tother be laid upon his 
hack, or that the Blood guſh out of his 
lead : As for the Wolfs, they ſtand upon 
beir Feet, and take hold of one another's 
„dies: As this Beaſt is heavy, they muſt 
tke him Angry before he will Fight ; and 
bey do it after this Manner, they tye him 
it by one Foot to a long Cord or Rope, 
ben they ſhow him a Child, or little Boy 
the Place, and they let him go at him; 
tuns hard at him, thinking to glut him- 

ſelf ; 


43 
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ſelf; but when he is juſt ready to throk 
-bimſelf upon the Child, they gather in thi 


go alittle, upon which he warms, ſtand 


ſtir him up, by irritating him, till he wa 


the wild Beaſts, becauſe I ſhall have Occa 


Horſeback at Five a-Clock, and going be 


1 


Cord, and draw him back, then they le 
up upon his Feet, and roars, to which thej 


grown as furious as they would have hin 
I ſay nothing here concerning the Fights 9 


ſion to mention them elſewhere. To con 
clude this Relation of the Feaſt of thi 
Chatir, I ſhall ſay, that the King gets o 


fore him, he meets him again at the Gat 
of the Suburbs: When he underſtood th 
King came, he took a little Child, whiel 
he found in a Shop, and put it upon hi 
Shoulders, to let him ſee that he was no 
Spent ; and this redoubl d their Shouts an 
Acclamations of Joy. The King call'd t 
him as he was going by, and told hit 
he would give him the Calaat, or Raya 
Garment, from Head to Foot, 500 Toman 
which is 22000, 500 L:ores, and mak 
him Chief or Head of the Chatirs, hie 
is a conſiderable Truſt, in reſpect to the 
come. All the Grandees ſent him likew! 
Preſents. Yet it was ſaid that he had n( 
run well, becauſe he bad not brought tl 
twelve Arrows in twelve Hours, but hi 
taken near fourteen to do it in. They | 
that a Foot man in the Reign of Chaſe 
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Id it in that Time. It is a fine Foot-Courſe, 
to run ſix and thirty Leagues in twelve 
Hours. 


NO "09" 8 


Cn ae, XIII 


Of the Cloaths, and Houſehold-Goods. 


T HE Cloaths of the Eaſtern People are 

no wiſe ſubje& to Mode; they are 
always made after the ſame Faſhion, and if 
the Wiſdom of one Nation appears in a 
wnſtant Cuſtom for their Dreſs, as has been 
Wd, the Perſian ought to be mightily 
tmmended for their Prudence; for they 
ver alter in their Dreſs, and they are no 
ore addicted to change in their Colour; 
Weir Sbadowings and Make ot the Stuffs. 
have ſeen ſome Cloaths that Tamerlain 
Fore, which they keep in the Treaſury at 
Paban ; they are cut juſt in the ſame Man- 
Fr as thoſe that are made at this time of 
Day, without the leaſt difference. 

I have plac'd on the fide ſeveral Pictures 
Men and Women, drefs'd after the Perſſan 
Manner, to the End, that you may have a 
wore diſtin& and quick Idea of their Dreſs, 
ban by a Deſcription, The Men wear noBree> 
es, only a pair of Drawers lin d, which 
by | N 7 hang 


n 
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bang down to their Ancles, but which 
have no Feet; they are not open before, 
but muſt be undone when they have occa- 
ſion to make Water. You muſt take No- 
tice, that the Men put themſelves all in the 
ſame Poſture with the Women, when they 
are doing the Works of Nature, and in that 
Poſture they untie their Drawers, and pull 
'em down, tho' but a little way, and after 
they have done their Occaſions, they get 
up and tie 'em again. Fhe Shirt is long, 
and covers their Knees, paſſing over their 
Drawers, inſtead of being put into them, 
It is open on the right Side, upon the Pap, 
to the Stomach, and on the Sides below, 
as ours are, having no Neck to it, only 
ſtitch'd as the Shifts of our Women are in 
Europe. The Women, who are rich, and 
ſometimes the Men, new border the Neck 
of the Shirt or Shift, with an Embroidery 
of Pearl, about a Fingers breadth, upon 
ſolemn Occafions. Neither the Men, not 
the Women in Perſia, wear any thing at 
their Necks. The Men put a Cotton Walte 
coat, which they faſten before, upon thelf 
Stomachs, and falls down to their Hams, 


and over it a Robe, which they call Caba, 
as wide as a Woman's Petticoat, but very 
firait above, paſſing twice over the Sto- 


mach, and is faſten'd under their Arms 
the firſt round under the left Arm, and th 
other which is uppermoſt, under the rig 
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Arm. This Gown is cut floaping, in the 
Manner you fee it ja the Figure, which is 
on the Side. The Sleeves are narrow, but 
as they are much longer than they ſhould 
be, they Plait 'em at the Top of the Arm, 
and button em at the Wriſt. The Gentle- 
men likewiſe wear the Cabai after the 
Georgian Manner, which are not different 
from others, only that they are open upon 
the Stomach, with Buttons and Loops: 
Tho' this Waſtcoat be very well fitted to the 
Back, yet they tie two or three Sathes 
bpon it, folded donble, about four Fingers 
wide, Rich and Genteel, which makes 'em 
2 wide and ſtrong Pocket, to put what they 
have in, with greater Security than in our 
Breeches Pockets. They put over the Robe 
2 ſhort, or cloſe bodied Coat, and without 
deeves, which they call Courdy; or a long 
one, and with Sleeves, which they ca 
ladabi, according to the Seaſon. Theſe _ 
cloſe bodied Coats are cut like the Robes, 
that is to ſay, they are wide at Bottom, 
and narrow at Top, like Bells ; they are 
made of Cloth, or Gold Brocade, or a thick 
attin, and they daub them all over with Gold 
or Silver-Lace, or Galloon , or they Embroi- 
der them z they are Furrd, ſome with Sable- 
Tins, and others with the Skins of the Shee 
of Tartery, and BaFriana, the Hair of which, 
s finer than that of the Horſes, and of no 
longer Carl than the Gold- Sand. There is 
N 2 no 
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no better Fur, nor warmer than thoſe 
| Sheep-Skins, The cloſe-bodied Fur- Coat. 
have a Facing of the ſame Far, that is in the 
inſide, which comes from the Neck to the 
Breaſt, like a Tippet ; and next to it, under- 
neath, there is a row of Buttons, quite 
down, which are more for Ornament than 
Service, for they ſeldom button their cloſe- 
bodied Coats. The Stockins are of Cloth, 
and all of a Piece, as I have ſaid, that is, 
they are cut like a Sack, and not according 
to the Shape of the Leg ; they come but juſt 
up to the Knees, below which they tie them; 
they put a Piece of red Leather, very well 
ſtitchd, to the Heel of them, to hinder 
the Heel of the Shoe, which is ſharp, 
from doing it any harm, and piercing thro, 
which it would do in three or four Days 
time. It is only ſince the Perſſans traded 
with the Europeans, as well by the Means of 
their Armenian Subjects, as of the Europeam 
Companies, that they have worn (Cloth. 
Stockins in Perſia, No body wore them 
before that time; and the King himſelt 
covered his Legs, as the Soldiers, Carriers, 
Foot-men, Country People, and abundance 
of the common People do to this very Day, 
by wrapping a coarſe Linen Cloth round 
their Legs, about ſix Fingers wide, and about 
three or tour Ells long, juſt as if they Were 
ſwadling a Child This way of covering 


their Legs and Feet is very commodion 
an 
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and proper for Servants; they make them 
light or thick, according to the Seaſon of the 
Year: It keeps the Leg tight, and when it is 
wet or dirty, they dry or clean it in a Mo- 
ment. In the Winter time, they wrap the 
Feet round as well as the Legs; and in the 
Summer, they put their Shoes on their Feet 
Naked. The Shoes are of different Sorts or 
Faſhions in Perſia; but they are all without 
Ears, and not a bit open on the Sides; 
they are nail'd quite under the Heel, and 
they trim the Sole of the Shoe with little 
Nails, at the Place where the Bottom of 
the Foot bears, to make it laſt the longer. 
You ſee in the Figure the Faſhion of the 
Shoes, which the People of Quality wear, 
which are made like the Womens Slippers, 
that they may throw them off the eaſier, 
when they are got into their Houſes ; be- 
cauſe their Floors are cover'd with Carpets. 
Theſe Shoes are of Green Sbagreen, or ſome 
other Colours; the Sole, which is al- 
ways a fingle one, is as thin as a Paſt-board, 
but it is the beſt Leather in the World. 
None but thoſe ſort of Shoes have Heels, 
the reſt are flat. Some have Leather at 
Top, the others are of Cotton, knit as our 
Stockins are, but much ſtronger ; they are 
exactly (hod with theſe Shoes, which they 
call Shoes of a Foot-Boy, or Lackey ; and 
the Foot never turns in them; but they 
cannot put them on without a ſtrong Horn; 
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from whence it is, that you always ſee 3 
Lackey have one of Iron or. Box at his 
Girdle. They climb and run to a Miracle, 
with thoſe Shoes and Stockings on. The 
poor People make the Soles of their Shoes 
of Camels Leather, becauſe it laſts much 
longer than any other; but it is a ſoft 
Leather, that takes in the Water like a 
Spunge. The Peaſants make the Soles of 
their Shoes with Rags and Shreds of Lin- 
ven Cloth, threaded a breaſt, and very cloſe, 
Theſe Soles, tho' they are thick, yet are 
yery light, and they can never wear them 
out ; they call them Pabouch Quive, i. e. 
Shoes made of Rags. | 

The Perſian Turban, which they call 
Dulbend, that is to ſay, a Band that goes 
round, and which is the fineſt part of their 
Dreſs, is a Piece ſo heavy, that it is a Won» 
der how they wear it; there are of them 
ſo heavy, as to weigh twelve or fifteen 
Pound; the lighteſt of them weigh half as 
much. I had much ado at firſt to wear this 
Turban ; I ſunk under the Weight, and'l 
pull d it off, in all Places where | durſt take 
that Liberty; for it is look'd upon in Perf 
to be the (ame thing as with us in Europe, 
to pull of ones Perułe: But by Accuſt o m- 
ing my ſelf to it, I came in time to wear it 
very well. * 4 
. Theſe Turban, are made of coarſe white 
Cloth, which they uſe to ſhape ir, and they 
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cover it with a fine rich Silk stuff. or of 
Silk and Gold, Theſe Stuffs of the Turban, 
have the Ends richly Woven with Flowers, 
and about fix or ſeven Inches in breadth, 
which they tie in a Knot, in the middle of 
the Turban, like a Plume of Feathers, as 
you ſee in the Figure, which I have given 
you. Tho this Dreſs for the Head is ſo 
heavy, they wear nevertheleſs under the 
Turban, a Chalot, or Leather Cap, ſtuff'd 
with Cotton, and ſtitch d, and ſometimes 
a Cloth one, You muſt believe that the 
Climate of Perſia requires that one's Head 
ſhould be very well cover'd ; for there is 
nothing, generally ſpeaking, practis d in 
my Place, but there is a very good and 
proper Reaſon to be given for it; The con- 
ſtant and perpetual Cuſtom is not a bit the 
Effect of this Odneſs and Caprice; the 
Climate, if I may ſo ſay, is certainly the 
Inventer of it, as well as the Cauſe of all 
which we ſee is peculiar in the Carriage 
of the People, and perhaps, even in their 
Manners, which I (hall not fail to obſerve, 
They cover in Perſia, generally ſpeaking, 
the Stomach more than the Back, yet it 1s 
quite otherwiſe in the Indies, where they 
cover the Back moſt, and One the 
Nape of the Neck. 

The Stuffs they make their Cloaths of are 
Silk and Cotton; the Shirts and drawers are 
of Silk ; o_ Veſts and Robes are lined with 

le | a thin 
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a thin Cloth, and ſtuffed with Cotton be 
tween to make them the warmer; the Lin- 
ing alſo muſt be coarſe and thin, like x 
Buckram, that the Cotton may keep and ſtick 
to it the better. "= a: 
They wear no Black in the Eaft, eſpeci. 
ally in Perfia ; this is an unlucky and odi- 
ous Colour, which they cannot regard; they 
call it the Devil's Colour: They Dreſs in- 
differently in all Colours at all Ages ; and 
it is a very diverting Sight, to ſee when one 
walks out, or in the publick Places, a vaſt 
number of People, all in Party- colours 
clothed in Stuffs glittering with the Gold, 
the Luſtre, and Vivacity of the Colours, 
The  Perſans, for the moſt part, let the 
Beard grow on the Chin, and all over 
the Face, but ſhort, and which only covers 
the Skin; but the Eccleſiaſticks and Devots 
wear it longer: Their Rule is to take the 
Chin in their Hand, and cut off that which 
is below it. The Soldiers likewiſe are ex- 
cepted, and the old Cavaliers, who weat 
no other Beard but two great and thick 
-Whiskers, which they ſuffer to grow to 


ſuch a length that they can tuck it behind 


their Ears, and keep it there like a Crotchet. 
Abas the Great, call'd Whiskers the Orne- 
ment of the Face, and gave more or lels 
Pay to the Soldiers according to the 


length of their Whiskers. As for the long 
Beards which they wear in Turi, they a 
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held in Abhorrence by the Perſians, they 
call them Brooms for a Privy, or Houſe of 
Office. In this manner the Perſian Habit is 
made, which ſeems to be the ſame with 
that, which, as it is ſaid, Cyrus gave to the 
Perſrans, conſiſting in long Robes and a 
Turban. Reals 

The Habit of the Women reſembles, in a 
great many things that of the Men; theDrawrs 
fall in the ſame manner down to their Ancles, 
but the Legs of them are ſtraiter, longer, 
and thicker, becauſe the Women wear no 
Stockings, They cover their Feet with-a 
Buskin, which reaches four Fingers above 
the Ancle, and which is either Embroider'd 
or of the richeſt Stuff. The Shift which 
they call Comis, from whence, perhaps, the 
Word Chemiſe or Shift comes, is open before 
down to the Navel : Their Veſts are longer, 
and hang almoſt down upon. their Heels: 
Their Girdle is ſmall, and not above an Inch 
wide: Their Head is very well cloath'd, and 
over it they have a Vail that falls down to 
their Shoulders, and covers their Neck and 
Boſom before. When they go out, they 
put over all, a great white Vail, which co- 
rers them from Head to Foot, not ſuffering 
any thing to appear, in ſeveral Countries, 
but the Balls of their Eves. The Women 
wear four Vails in all; two of which they 
wear at Home, and two more when they 


= 80 


. 


186 A Generel Deſcription of PERSIA.” Of ; 


| Mibometans, have even at home, their Fa. 


0 Abroad. The firſt of theſe Vails is made T. 

ke a Kerchief, falling down behind Wtheir 
the Body, by way of Ornament: The ſecond Wput i 
paſſes under the Chin, and covers the Boſom; Nof th 
The third, is the White Vail, which covers Weft 
all the Body: And the fourth is a ſort of Mand i 
Handkerchief, which goes over the Face, Nie v 
and is faſten'd to the Temples. This Hand. rim 
kerchief or Vail, has a ſort of Net-work, Wand a 
like old Point, or Lace, for them to ſee {Mind $ 
through. The Armenians, contrary to the 


ces vail'd down to their Noſe, if they an 
Marry'd. This is that their neareſt Rela Wficad, 
tions, nor their Prieſts, who have the Liber. Pead 
ty to Viſit them, may only ſee part of ther ed. 
Face: But their Daughters don't wear tlisWnade | 
Vail but juſt to their Month, for the quit 
contrary Reaſon, which is, that they may f Ne 
ſee enough to make a Judgment of theirWccord 
Beauty, and make a Report of it, The Cu 
ſtom of theſe Vails for the Women, is the 


moſt ancient of any thing which their Hiſto- put th 
ries ſpeak of: But it is difficult to knows is 
whether it was Pride, Vain-glory, or Mode-: Ne unc 
ſy, which inducd them to wear em firſt ups i 


or whether it was the Jealouſy of theilt 
Husbands. Neither the Women nor Me 
wear Gloves; they don't know what it i 
to put on Gloves in the Eat. 
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The Head -dreſs of the Women is plain; 
their Hair is all drawn behind the Head, a 
put in a great many Wefts ;; and the Beauty 
of that Head-dreſs conſiſts in having thoſe 
Wefts thick, and falling down to their Heels; 
and it the Hair be not long enough, they 
ie Wefts of Silk to lengthen them: They 
trim the Ends of theſe Wefts with Pearls, - 
ind a Knot of Jewels, or Ornaments of Gald 
nd Silver. The Head is no otherwiſe dreſs d 
under the Vail or Kerchief, but from the 
End of a Fillet, cut or hollow'd Triangular- 
viſe; and this is the Point that covers the 
lead, being kept upon the top of the Fore- 
ad by a little Fillet, or String about an Inch 
broad. This Head-band or Fillet, which is 
ide of ſeveral Colours, is ſmall and lights 
he little Filler is Embroiderd, in Imitation 
If Needle-work, or coverd with Jewels, 
cording to the Quality of the People. 
bis is, in my Opinion, the ancient Tiara 
Diadem of the Queens of Pera; none 
ut the Married Women wear them; and 
bis is a Mark whereby they are known to 
onder Authority. The Girls have little 
ps inſtead of the Kerchief, or the Tiara. 
They wear no Vail in the Houſe, but they 
aſe Two treſſes of their Hair to hang down 
eon their Cheeks, The Cap of young 
omen of Condition, is faſten'd with a Stay 
Pearls. They don't ſhat up the young 
omen in Perſia, till they are ſix or op 
| cars 
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Years of Age; and before they come to 


- 


that Age, they £0 out of the Seraglio ſome- 
times with their Father, inſomuch that one 
may ſee them. I have ſeen ſome of them 
prodigiouſly Handfom ; one may ſee their 
Neck and Breaſt, than which nothing in 
Nature can be finer. The Perſian Drels 
ives one the Liberty of ſeeing much morg 
of the Waſte than ours does. 
Black Hair is moſt in Eſteem with the 
Perſians, as well the Hair of the Head, 4 
the Eye brows and Beard : The thickeſt an 
largeſt Eye-brows, are accounted the fine 
eſpecially when they are ſo large that the) 
touch each other. The Arabian Wome 
have the fineſt Eye-brows of this kind 
Thoſe of the, Perſian Women, who have nc 
Hair of that Colour, dye and rub it ov 
with Black to improve it: They make ther 
ſelves likewiſe a black Patch or Lozengi 
not ſo big as the Nail of one's little Finge 
a little under the Eye-brows; and in tt 


o 


one z but this never ſtirs, being made wit 


the point of a Lancet. They likewiſe g 
nerally anoint their Hands and Feet u 
that Orange-colour'd Pomatom, which the 
call Hanna, which is made with the des 
or Leaves of Woad or Paſtel, ground, 30 
have deſcrib'd it above, and which the 
make uſe of to preſerve the Skin againſt t 
heat of the Weather. Obſerve likewiſe, 

+ ach amo! 


dimple of the Chin another little Fury! 
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the moſt eſteem d. 5 

The Ornaments of the Perſan Women are 
very different; they dreſs their Head with 
plumes of Jewels paſs d into the Fillet of 
the Fore- head; or with knots of Flowers 
inſtead of them: They faſten a'Crotchet of 
Precious-Stones to the Fillet, which hangs 
down between their Eye-browsz a row of 
Pearl, which is faſten d to the Top of the 
Ears, and goes under the Chin. The Wo- 
men in ſeveral Provinces have a Ring paſs'd 
through their Noſtril, which hangs like an 
Er- ring. This Ring is thin, and big enough 
to be put upon the middle Finger and at 
the Bottom there are two round Pearls, and 
round Ruby, between, ſet in it. The Wo» 
mer. Slaves particularly, or thoſe who are 
born Slaves, almoſt all wear theſe Rings; 
and they are ſo large in ſome Countries, that 
ou may wear them upon your Thumb: 
bot at 1ſpahar the Natural Perſians don't 
Pibore their Noſe at all. The Women of 
UBCiramenia Deſarta do worſe, they bore their 
Noſe at the Top, and put a Ring through 
there, to which they faſten an inlay of Jew- 
els, which covers all one fide of their Noſe. 
have ſeen a great many dreſs d in this man- 
der at Lay, the chief City of that Province, 
and at Ormus, Beſides the: Jewels which the 
Ferſian Ladies wear at their Head, they wear 
racelets of Jewels, of the bigneſs of two, 
nol and 


among the Women, the ſmalleſt Waſtes are 
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or fifteen hundted Livres; and to be ; 
well dreſs'd, one muſt buy thoſe of three Wt 
or four hundred Frances or Livres a-. piece. —_ 
They wear ern, it's true, a long time, but then Wil 
they muſt have ſeveral for change: Beſides, I. 
it is cuſtomary, every New- Tear, Day, to 4K 
new Cloath throughout; and when their bl. 
Relations marry, one may buy Robes hand- Ti 
ſome enough for twenty or five and twen- 48 
ty Crowns; but they change every Day: The 11 
people of Quality ſeldom wear one two Days I" 
together ; and if there fall but the leaſt drop 1 
dpon it, let it be what it will, it is in their 1 
opinion, a ſpoil'd Robe; another maſt be TW 
pt on immediately: Their Saſhes likewiſe 
i coſt very dear; they wear Brocaded ones, 
from twenty to an hundred Crowns Value, 
and one of Camel's Hair over it; The Work- 
manſhip of which is fo fine and curious, that 
coſts almoſt as much : And if one will wear 
able, there is ſtill another Reckoning to be 
made; for one can't have a handfome cloſe- 
body'd Coat under three thouſand Livres, 
and the fineft under as much again. An 
Officer , whoſe Pay does not amount to above 
twelve or fifteen hundred Livres, puts on a 
tw Dreſs which ſhall coſt him more. This 
Luxury of the Perſians is the Cauſe of their 
Ruin as much as any thing elſe ; for though 
their Cloaths laſt a long time, yet they coſt 
Wim abundance of Money at firſt, The Men 
if the Sword were a Sword and Dagger by 
cle 
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their Side, as well as every Body belonging N 
to the Court; but the Eccleſiaſticks, the Men Arbe 
of Letters and Lawyers, the Merchants and the Nner 

Handycrafts wear none. The Princeſſes of Muher 
the Blood-Royal have the  Priviledge to 


Manr 
wear a Dagger. They don't at all ſuppreſs NCuſhi 
this Luxury in Perſſa, but quite the contrary; Ntoca 
they generally excite and encourage it. The Ne P 
Perfians have a common Proverb, Corbat B ent! 
Iabas. Honour is according to the Habit. bang 

I come now to the Houſehold-Goods, Wt Pe: 
which are nothing near ſo expenſive as they Wo oth 
are with us in the Weſt, The Floors are Hud C 
firſt of all cover'd with a great thick Felt, Wor Ct 
with a fine Carpet upon it, or two, accord. Ta 
ing to the bigneſs of the Room. There dure 
are of their Carpets, that are threeſcore Mrpet: 
Foot long, and which two Men can't carry, Nas (i 
Upon theſe Carpets, againſt the Wall, they {Wthoug 
ſpread quite round the Room Matreſſes or nd tha 
Quilts, about three Foot wide, which they eu lee, 
cover at Top with Coverlets, that are no ted u 
thicker than a Spaniſh Cloth, made offi Leg: 
Callicoe, ſtitchd with white or colourd{ our C 
Silk, or ſtitch'd with Gold, which cover hat p 
the Matreſſes, with a new Border of a Foot armer 
or a little more; upon them are rang d in! all el 
Order all along the Wall large Cuſhions, the 
to lean againſt, They put at the End olffites e. 
theſe fine Coverlets, which are the Beds os and 
the Ancients, large Spitting-Boxes of Sil vetground, 
at proper Diſtances, which ſerve like wiſe end un 
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to keep them ſmooth by their Weight. 
Theſe are the Chairs of the Eaſt, in a man- 
ner ſpeaking, and whereon they ſit, and 
when one has once cover'd a Room ia this 
Manner, it laſts a Mans Life; for theſe 
Cuſhions are of good Velvet, or thick 
Irocade, and never wear as thoſe who uſe 
the Perſſau Stuffs, in our Country can ſuffi- 
ently geſtify z tho our Air of Europe 
hanges and deſtroys things more than that. 
if Perſia, beyond Compariſon. They put 
oother Houſhold Goods in the Rooms 
nd Chambers of the Perſians; no Beds. 
or Chairs as we have, no Looking-Glaſles, 
o Tables nor Stands, no Cabinets nor 
tures, The Perſcans ſit eaſier upon the 
pets than we do upon our Seats, at leaſt, 
was ſo well Accuſtom'd to em there, that 
thought my ſelf not half ſo eaſy in a Chair, 
nd that it was of no uſe to me: In effect 
vu ſee, that all the bottom of the Body is 
lted upon thoſe Seats of the Perſians ; and 
he Legs as well as the Thighs; whereas, 
hour Chairs, the Legs are quite ſtanding, . 
ſhat Poſture likewiſe keeps one much 
Farmer in cold Weather ; but one muſt not 
rall this, try that Experiment with us z- 
Ir the Moiſture of our Air, which pene- 
ates every thing, would prejudice our 
and Thighs, when we ſit thus upon the 
found, I have ſeveral times put my 
and under theſe Felts of the Chambers at 
Vol. I, O Iſpahan, 
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Iſpahan, and elſewhere, which are laid 
upon the Ground without any Floor, fan. 

ing that I muſt of neceſſity find the Ground 
lamp, but I always found it very dry. ll 
one ſhould cover the Ground thus with 
Carpets in Europe, one ſhould find then 
rotten at the Year's End, in moſt of thy 
Countries. = 3 

For the Beds which they lie upon, they 
are plain, like their other Moveables: They 
conſiſt of Matraſſes or Quilts, which they 
ſpread at Night upon the Carpet in the 
Chamber, and a Sheet which they ſpread 
over it, and a Coverlet ſtuff d with Cot- 
ton, to cover them withal, and two 
Down Pillows. The fine Matraſſes are 0 
Velvet, and the Coverlets are of Brocaded 
Silk, or of Gold and Silver, of all Colour. 
In the Morning, they fold up every thing 
in a large Toilet of Tabby, which they put 
in the Wardrobe; theſe are the Beds of 
the Eaſtern People. They know nothing 
of Beds rais d and built upon four Polls, 
They are Accuſtom d to lie thus upon the 
Ground ; the goodneſs of the Air making 
them diſpence with Bedſteads and Curtains, 
which are abſolutely neceſſary in moi 
Countries, I can't help recounting again 
the Happineſs theſe People enjoy, who 
live in a Climate that ſtands. in need of 


ſo few things, in Compariſon of ours; fot 
the preſent Occaſions being the Springs and 


_ 
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Sources of Troubles which we endure, 
and the Occaſion in like Manner of Vices 
and Paſſions, that diſorder us. It is a great 
Happineſs to live in a Country where 
theſe Wants are neither ſo many, nor fo 
preſſing. | . 
have obſerv'd elſewhere, how they 
light their Houſes, in which they ſeldom 


"Wi: Candles, but Lamps, in which they burn 
| inſtead of Oil, clean Tallow, pure and 
; ine, like Wax, and which does not ſmell 
bit. They uſe ſometimes Wax-Candles, 
Wind among others, thoſe that are ſcented, 
bich are of Wax, work'd up or needed 
eich Oil of Cinamon or Cloves, or ſome 
eber Aromatick, 


OT "RI 9 2 


'g 1 ry 24 KEEL: 
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q Of the Luxury of the Perſians. IN 
ts, | f ; , tn | i Hey * 
10 THE Luxury or  Profuſeneſs of the 
ng Perfians js particularly Remarkable, in 
1 the Number of their Servants. It is true 
n dbey have a great many more in the Indies 
zin 


ban in Perſia; but ten Servants in Joh 
Iidies don't, ſtand their Maſter in as mueł 
offs three Servants do theirs in Perſia. The 
for cat Lords have Domeſticks in every De- 
\nd9<< that the King bas, and with the ſame 
au- Iritles. This Crowd of Servants has been 
O 2 the 
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the Ruin of the Houſes, for having moſt of 
them Wives, and their Wages, how great 
ſoever, not being ſufficient to maintain their 
Families, they are forc'd to Cheat and Rob 
their Maſter. 

The Luxury of the Perſians conſiſts like 
wile in their Cloaths, Jewels, and Furniture 
of their Houſes. I have ſpoken of the ſump. 
tuouſneſs of their Dreſs : As to their Jewels, 
the Men wear abundance upon their Fingers, 


and almoſt as many as their Wives; youll 


will ſee them ſometimes with fifteen or ſix 
teen Rings upon their Fingers, five or fix 
upon one Finger only; yet they wear em but 
upon the three Fingers from the midd{; 
one. The Rings of the Men are ſet in d. 
ver, with a very thin Hoop: This is to tht 
end they may ſay their Prayers without pul- 
ling them off; for they find it is not decent io 
pray toGod with ſo many Ornaments of Gold 
on, becauſe they ought to preſent them 
ſelves before God in an humble and poot 
Condition, the better to move his Compal 
fion, and draw down his Bleſſings: In this 
manner they explain themſelves ; and they 
look vpon themſelves to be in that State 
When they have no Gold about them, tho 
they have Jewels, which is however a mol 
ridiculous Superſtition. The ſenſible Pco- 
ple likewiſe, who can't chime in with this 
Diſtinction, lay aſide their Rings, and all 
their other Ornaments, when they wo 


| 
ö 
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ſay their Prayers. The Women are not ſo 
Superſtitious, for all the Rings which they 
wear are made of Gold. Beſides the Rings 
which the Men wear upon their Fingers, the 
people who are Rich, wear a parcel of ſe- 
ven or eight Rings, and more, in their Bo- 
ſoms, tied to a String which 1s round their 
Neck, to which their Seals are faſten'd, and 
a little Purſe. All this goes together into 


their Boſom between their Veſt and their 


Robe, and they pull it out when they 


L 


would Sign any Writing, or divert them- 
ſclves with the Sight, in looking upon their 
ſewels, or in ſhewing em to People: For 
they make a great ſhew with their Jewels, 
a the Women in our Country do with their 
Seals and little Jewels, which they hang at 
their Side with their Watches. The Perſ- 
ans wear, beſides all that, Jewels at their 
Weapons, as at their Dagger and their Sword, 


which are Cover'd with them, if they have 
wherewithal, or elſe they are of Gold En- 
ameled, as is likewiſe the Belt and Claſps. 
The Dagger goes into their Saſh, and they 
tie it there with a String, putting a round of 
Jewels at the Place where the Knot is, which 
they call the Roſe of the Dagger. Next, they 
wear Jewels upon their Head at their Caps 
of the Sophy, which they put on upon the. 
Days of ſolemn Feltivals. There are of theſe 
Caps which have five or ſix Plumes of Jew- 
els in them, as you have ſeen in the fore-going 

O 3 Figures. 
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dry Countries, as in Per/z4. 


Leather of their Trappings, inſtead of Gold 
- ſmiths Work, Gold Ducats all along, t 


lower down than ours. 1 
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Figures. No Body can put em upon a Tu- 
ban but the King, excepting new. married 


People, who have the Liberty to wear them 


as long as their Wedding holds. After hy 
ving talk d ſo much of Jewels, I ſhall obſerve 
that the Perſians have a particular Value for 
the colour d Stones, and much more than 


they have in the Weſt; which me 


proceed perhaps, from hence, that the thick 
neſs of our Air hitders them from having 
that Luſtre, which they have in hot and 


The Trappings of the -People of Condi 


tion, are either ot Silver, Gold, or preciou 
Stones; ſome. of them faſten upon the 


avoid paying the Faſhion. Their Saddle 


are enrichd with Maſhf Gold before and 


behind: The Pad of the Saddle, wic 


is not faſten d to the Saddle, as it is witl 


us, and borders five or fix Inches: upon ths 


Horſes Buttocks, like a little Houſing, is Em 


broiderd; and ſome have them Embroiderc 
with Pearls. They put, beſides all this, cl 
ther for Show, or to preſerve the Beaſt fro 
Cold, a rich Houſing, which hangs muci 


their Seraglio's, which coſts them a vaſt des 
of Money, as well from the Number of We 
men which they entertain there, as _ ” 
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Profuſeneſs occaſioned by their Love. Rich 
Cloaths are continually renewing there, Per- 
fumes conſum'd in abundance ; and the Wo- 
men being thus rais'd and entertain'd after 
the ſofteſt and moſt voluptuous manner, con- 
trive all they can to procure thoſe things 
which they delight in without conſiderin 
the Expence. * 
When a Man of Quality makes a Viſit, he 
cauſes one or two led Horſes to go before, 
each led by a Servant on Horle-back ; two, 
three, or four Footmen, more or leſs, 
according to his Condition, run before his 
Horſe, and by his Side. There is moreover 
Man behind him on Horſe-back, who car- 
ries his bottle of Tobacco, another who 
carries an embroidered Toilet, wherein there 
is generally a cloſe-body d Coat and a Gap : 
And another Man who goes as a Compa- 
nion : If he goes to walk abroad, he carries 
another Servant on Horſe-back, with a TaFar, 
which are two little ſquare Cheſts, where- 
in are put what will ſerve to make a light 
Collation; with a Carpet over it: When he 
ſtops in any Place, whether in a Garden, or 
by the Water-ſide, or any other Place, they 
ſpread a Carpet, upon wnich he fits and falls 
to ſmoaking. If this Man of Quality goes a 
Hunting, a Falconer or two on Horſe-back 
likewiſe, with the Hawk upon the Fiſt, join 
themſelves to this Retinue; and in this man- 
ca ner the People of Quality in Perſia go. 
O 4 CHAP: 
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| CHA, P:. XV. =) 
| this 
Concerning the Food of the PE RSIA NS, octet 


Efore I treat of the manner in which WM othe 
the Perſians feed, I fancy my Reader 
would gladly know what the Eating and ſpeal 
Drinking of all the Aſcatichs in general is. WM, 

I ſhall. Firſ# obſerve, That the Aſatih Mi dies, 
are nothing near ſo great Eaters as the Ex Whclio 
ropeans, We are Wolves and Voracious 
Beaſts, when compar'd with them: I don't Minot! 
attribute the Cauſe intirely to their Sobriety, Mnore 
In taking that to be the Virtue that ſubdues : 
the Gluttony, there are much ſtronger Rex in a ( 
ſons to be given; for, Firſt of all, they live Nope 
in much hotter Climates than we do. Se Wlikew 
condly, That their Climes have not tbe Nu- Ware 8 
triment, that is to ſay, neither the Variety Myith 
nor Plenty of ours. In the Third Place, Minha 
That they do not uſe bodily Exerciſe as much WI ſpe: 
as we do, ſuch as Walking, Dancing, Ten Wand 8 
nis, Oc. they are as Sedentary as Recluſes 
in compariſon. of us. A Fourth Reaſon 5, NA, 
The continual uſe of Tobacco, which yet Maſt 
damps the Stomach a great deal more, à {and d 
every one knows, and they never have the Ware nc 
Pipe from their Mouth. Fifthly, That Wine beef, 
and ſtrong Liquors likewiſe, that provoke 
the Appetite, are forbid them. A Sixth is, Wien, 
The immoderate uſe of Opium, and rem 
b 2 „/ © OE OR) m .. 
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ſorts of cold and ſoporiferous Drinks. Theſe 
and other ſuch- like Reaſons, are the Cauſes of 
this Temperance of the Eaſtern People. We 
often attribute this Cuſtom to the Virtue of 
People, which, in Effect, proceeds from no 
other Cauſe but the Temper of the Clime. 
The Turks, the Perſians, and generally 
ſpeaking, all the People of 4%, who are 
Mabometans, to the fartheſt part of the I- 
(ies eat of all ſorts of Beaſts which their 
Religion has not declar d Impure, without 
any difference between. one Country and 
mother, than this, that the Climates breed 
more or leſs according to their Tem- 
per: The Turks, for Example, who dwell 
na Country that is not ſo warm and more 
proper for Paſture, eat more Fleſh, and are 
likewiſe accuſtomed to their Ch:iorbas, which 
ire Soops of Grain and Roots, as we do 
with us: The Perſians on the contrary, who 
nhabit a hotter Climate, and leſs Plentiful, 
I ſpeak in General, uſe Fruit, Milk- meats, 
and Sweet-meats mightily, 13 | 
That which I ſay with Relation to theſe 
b, MWfaticks eating of all ſorts of Lawful Beaſts, 
muſt be underſtood of thoſe which they can 
and do eat ſometimes ; for it is certain they 
ae not admirers of Fiſh nor Wild-Fowl, nor 
ef, nor Veal; I always ſpeak in General. 
heir uſual Food is Matton, Lamb, Kid, and 
ens; theſe are what they chiefly Value, 
nd particularly the Perſians, who co 
F y 
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1 made of Fruit and Herbs, Roaſt-meat, up- 
on Meat bak d in an Oven or Stove, upon 
48 Eggs, Roots, and Pilo, which is equally 
y nach moſt delicious Food, and Daily- 
Bread, | 
; As to their Manner of Cooking and get- 
ting ready, they cannot be enough com- 
mended for it, it being very plain. Regouſts, 
Cocks-combs, Sweet-breads, &c. Sallets 
pickl'd, and Salt-Meats, are Strangers to 
their Tables. They uſe nothing to whet 
their Appetites, but ſome Slices of Lemon, 
and a few ſtrong Herbs, of which they put a 
little before every one, with a Radiſhor twoʒ 
they are very moderate likewiſe in dreſſing 
of their Meats ; they uſe no beaten Pepper, 
little Salt, little or no Garlick, in a Word, 
little or nothing of what we are ſo greedy 
of among us, and which we are ſo Prodi- 
pal of to provoke the Appetite. You ſhall 
never ſee em Pound their Pepper, nor 
other Spices z they ſay, that in Powder they 
are not wholſome; and they put them 
whole into their Meats, that they may have 
the Taſte only, and not the Subſtance, 
which they look upon to be hard of Diſ- 
geſtion. | 
To ſpeak now of the Service at Table; 
h (Whey are ſerv'd all at once, and it is the 
ele ſeme thing with Reſpe even to the King's 
hicown Table. Whatever Entertainments 
oofitey have, and of whatſoever Country 
1174. _ their 
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their - Gueſts are, the Meal does not laſt 
above half an Hour, I have admired at bad 
the Evenneſs of their Taſtes in eating: You 
will never hear any one complain of thz Trib 
Meats being too high, or too little Seaſon d; iſt 
of it's ſowerneſs, or ſweetneſs of the Spice; I Fig 
of its being over or under done ; they 
bring neither Pepper, Salt, Oil, nor Vine 
ar to Table ; every one has a plain Taſte, 010 
ſand loves the ſame Things; thus they live, WF be 2 
I leave it to grave and wiſe Peoples Opt 
nions, whether that plain and Temperate 
Food ought to yield or be preferr'd to tu N 
of Europe, where there is ſo great Variety 
and Profuſeneſs. ; * 2 
The Eaftern Chriſtians, diſpers d among 


the Turks and Perſians, don't live altogether I 
as they do, they being for the moſt Par tain]: 
Jovers of wild Foul, Fiſh, Ragouſts, and the \ 
black Meats, whether it proceeds from th: Cate 
Wine and ſtrong Waters which they drin ih 
often to Exceſs, whether from the ſevere mit 
and frequent Faſts, which they keep out ot Ri 
Cuſtom, makes em greedy and Gluttons ge 
or whether they get their daintineſs in Evith 
rope, where they make long ſtays, by th it is 
Uſe of our Ragouſts, and other Table = 
Beer 6 moſt 
In the I»dies, as up to China and 1/pahat Prop 
whether in the Iſlands, or the Terra-firm: "Pal 


the Religions divides People in their Food 
as well as in their Belief, and Worſhip 1 


- 
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all the Gentiles, generally Speaking, eat 
nothing that has had life, or could have 
had life, that has Seed or Leaven; I fay; 
generally ſpeaking ; for there are ſome 
Tribes or Sects, the Portugueſe call them 
(aſtet, who are allow'd to eat any ſort of 
Fleſh. As for the Indian Mahometans, they 
eat Meat, but much leſs than elſewhere, 
upon Account of the Climate, as I have 
"i aid. Kid and Hens are their ordinary Food, 
becauſe they have leſs Blood, and digeſt 
better, Roots, Grain, Grapes and Herbs, 
are what they commonly eat. They cor- 
ret the Crudities with Butter, which they 
ni with every thing. and from which they 
draw their beſt Subſtance, as well as the 
"= Ge: tiles. 

India, conſider it throughout, is cer- 
| tainly one of the moſt Fruitful Countries in 
be World, abounding as much in large 
Cattel, Corn and Batter, as it is Barren; 
5 Reſpet to Wild Foul, Fiſh, and 
uit. 

Rice is the moſt common and beſt 
Eſteem'd Food of all Aſa, and is to be met 
vith every where throughout the Eat. As 
It is light and cooling, they preter it to 
bread, and it even ſerves for Bread, in the 
molt Southern Countries, where a good many 
People uſe it as their only Food. Rice is 


— Iikewiſe very good in Illneſſes. Mathiok, 
ed other learned European Naturaliſts, have 
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acknowledged all that I have ſaid of this 
excellent Grain. They dreſs it a great many 
Ways, which I ſhall reduce to three, The 
Firſt, is to boil the Rice in Water, without 
any other Seaſoning, and then they diſſolye 
it in boiling to make Broth for ſick People 
or they "bake it dry, in uſing it for Bread. 
The Second way, is to make Soops with it, 
with Roots, Milk, or Meat. The Third, 
is to make Pilo, or Kichery, thoſe exqui 
ſite Foods, ſo cry'd up by the Eaſtern People 
I ſhall ſpeak by and by, concerning the 
Manner of their dreſſing, this Pilo, and 
theſe rich Soops : I ſhall only ſpeak here of 
the firſt way of dreſſing, and how it is 
done in the ſeveral Parts of the Indies, 
where it is moſt us d. 

But you muſt obſerve before hand, that the 
Rice of A/ is tenderer and more eaſie to 
boil, in Proportion as the Country where 
it grows is more or leſs Southerly. In thi 
Indies, one Boil is ſufficient for the Ric, 
and even there where it is the hardeſt; they 
waſh it well, in rubbing it with their 
Hands, they ſhake it, and put it into the 
Pot, where it is preſently done; and even in 
a great many Places in the Indies, they have 
no Occaſion of Water to dreſs it; they do 
nothing but put a wet Cloath upon the Pot, 
under the Cover. I have ſeen it dreſt in 
Bamboo, this is a thick ſweet Cane, hollow 


and hard, that grows in the Indies, * 
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of which there ate ſome as! thick E Otres 


urg; they have a little thin Skin, or Rind 
i che inſide, Which is more: "ſolid and har 

chan the Wood. When the Fire has Penetta- 
J td to that, they take the Bambon half burnt 
tom off the Fire, and they take out the 
lee well done. I relate theſe little partt- 
tulars, becauſe our Italian Rice is fo 501 


end chat one bas ſo much trouble in bo 
ig it. When I came to enquire into th 
"Wkcaſon of this difference' in the dreſſing 

the Rice, which being the ſame, could not 
however be  dreſt equally aſſoon e 
where : J found out, that the Water WAS 
the main Article in dreſſing : he one pene- 
mating and diſſolving ſoone; than the other 3 
a well as that the one ſoftens this Grain in 
the boiling ; whereas the other Waters 
ſenſibly harden it: I don't well comprehend 
the Reaſon, but for all that don't; Aillallow 
the Thing, being convincd by Experience 
of the Difference there is, in the Staining, 
of the Callicoes, and Cina - Ware, in thoſe 
Lountries, which are more or leſs Beautiful, 


able Difference, to thoſe who are Skill'd 


attri- 


err 


xcording to the Water which they uſe; 
{hall thereupon ſay by way of Digreſſion, 
dat the beſt Stain'd Callicoes are made on 
ie Side of Coromandel: but there is a pal- 


em between that which is made in one 
illage, and that of another, eſpecially in 
e Ann a Thing which: is always 


— — 
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attributed to the Water, that their Calli. 
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coes are dipp'd in, which according as it ig 
more or leſs Muddy, Brackiſh, or has 2 
ſmoaky black Steam, dulls or preſerves the 
Brightneſs of the Colours, in ſpread- 
ing it upon the Bed, where it keeps the Co. 
lours as the Painter had laid them. They 
tell the ſame thing with Reſpect to Ching, 
who ſay for the very ſame Reaſon, that 
the beautiful Varniſh of that precious 
Earth, proceeds from the different Qualiticy 
of the Water; for which Reaſon, they 
make it but in few Places of China and Japan; 
upon which, they have affirm'd to me a 
Thing remarkable enough : It is, that they 
don't make their China where they prepare 
their Earth, but upon thoſe Places where 
there is Water proper to preſerve the bright 
neſs of the Paint, or Stain: So that they pte- 
pare the Earth in one part of the Kingdom, 
and make the China in another, at a great 
Diſtance, They ſay, that there is but one 


Place in all Japan, where they are allow 1 
to bake China: And to the end that the __—_ 
Manufacture may not be made worſe than irt 
it ſhould be, they are not allow'd to light bing 
the Ovens when they bake it, nor to open imy 
them but before a Magiſtrate, be dif 

To return to the Rice boil'd in Water, oder 
they make uſe of Plates for that which they. of 
prepare dry in their ſmall Bread like the D o 
Peal of a Paſtry-Cook : The meaner ſort of dafi 


People 
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people uſe” the hollow Diſhes, where 
very one takes a handful: They look 
pon it to be thoroughly ready, when it is 
o well boil'd that it melts in the Mouth, and 
yet ſo dry that it will fall Corn by Corn 
and not bruiſe, and that one does not foil 
one's Fingers in taking hold of it. It is us d 
or Bread in the moſt Southern parts of the 
ries, as J have ſaid; and among all the 
rope ant Indianiz d, as at Fort St. George, 
tevia, and particularly at Goa. I have 
pound, by Experience, from the long Sta- 
made in the Eaſt, that according as one is 
abituated to the Air of the Country, one 
cuſtoms one's ſelf alſo to the uſe of Rice, 
nd grows out of conceit with Bread. Rice 
ndeed” is a moſt delicious and wholſome 
ood ; it is light, cooling of a ſweet Taſte, 
nd Digeſts very ſoon, and without trouble: 
creates little Blood, and little Excrement, 
Ind does not cauſe Vapours : All that is 
tighty good in thick and hot Climates, as 
be Indies, but elſwhere, and in ours, it 
Fould not anſwer the End, the Air of Europe 
quiring ſolid, poinant, and juicy Food, a 
ing which I muſt repeat over again; becauſe 
Imy Opinion, from a right Obſervation of 
te different Climates, one may form a better 
Wement of the Food, Cloaths, and Lodg- 
g of the ſeveral People of the World, as 
ſo of their Cuſtoms, Sciences, and their 
le duſtry ; and, if one have a mind to it, of 
| Þ the 
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the Falſe Religions which they follou, I not 
That which I eſteem moſt in the Rice, i 
the Quality it has of tempering and purity. ;ce 
ing the Blood In Agues and ſeveral othe a 
Diſtempers, they pound it, and cavſe it toll 4, 
be boil'd in a great deal of Water, wich pou 
which they make a Broth more or leſs , 
quid, as they have a mind to it. Wha 1 
they are upon the Recovery, they put ſome me 
Sugar, Milk of Almonds, and a little Cin gor 
namon in that Broth, which makes it ven gag 
dglicious and nouriſhing. There is nothingMWTh: 
eaſter, ſooner made, and more reaſonable, 
I generally Supp'd upon A Porringer of that 
Broth, and I found it always agreed with 
me very well. 


There is a ſort of Rice in the Indies, which add. 
the Portugueſe value very much, and which V 
they call the Sweet Rice : The Grain of thi A. 
Rice, have, for the moſt part, one or two diff: 
little red Streaks. upon the Skin, and the have 


give a ſtronger and more agreeable Smell reck 
than the Common Rice; but it is in thoſeſ the 
Streaks only that the Perfume lies. I brought 
ſome of it into Europe, as well beaten 
as unbeaten ; but both the one and ths 
other had equally loſt its fine ſmell, The Per 
fans call this Rice, Rice of a good Smell, dt 
Fine Rice. The grain of the — Rice 

almoſt half as ſmall again as that of Pe; 
and Turły, and they do not look upon it t 
be near ſo cooling. As for the Price, it on 
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not ot coſt above a Half-penny per Pound at 
Bergall, and on the Coaſt of Malabar, which 
re the Countries that abound in it moſt. 

At Surat, which is the other End of the I- 
dies, the beſt Rice is ſold at a Penny per 
Pound, and the common ſort at eight Deni- 
5, or two thirds of a Penny. 

[ muſt add beſides, that the goodnefs of 
the Rice does not diſcover itſelf in the Sight 
nor Smell of it ; the Proof lies in the Dreſ- 
ing of it, and conſiſts in theſe three Things, 
That it boils quick ; that. the Grain remains 
ntire z and that it ſwells. The New Rice 
snot ſo much valu'd as the Old, becauſe it 
does not ſmell at all, but it muſt not be kept 
loo long; for by that time it is four Tears 
old, it has loſt its Flavour. 

Wheat Bread is us'd throughout 1lmoft all a 
Aſa, I have croſsd Turky three times by 
different ways, and in every Place where I 
have been, they have eat Bread; for I don't 
reckon the Coaſts on the Black Sea, from 
the Lake Mzvtis, till yon come to Georgia 
in Turky, where the People live upon a ſort 
of Mill, and where Bread corn and Rice, 
are very ſcarce; ſeeing that the Turks have 
not taken Poſſc{ſion of thoſe Countries, con- 
tenting themſelves with drawing Contribu- 
tions from them, and to Ravage em from 
time to time, to keep them the more ander 
.. There are ſeveral Places in 

Perf 7a where they eat very little Bread; 

P 3 whe- 


CUE 
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whether it is from the great plenty of Rize 
as there is all along the Caſpian Sea, or 
from the the ſcarcity of Bread- corn, as up- 
on the Coaſts of the Ocean; yet there i; 
Bread to be found every where. There 
is likewiſe Bread throughout the Indie, 
tho' they eat a great deal leſs than 
they do in Turły and Perſia, and the Com 
either grows upon the Place, or is brought 
from the Neighbourhood, but infinitely le(y 
in Quantity than the Rice, it being much 
more ſought after,-and more healthy in hot 
Countries, and where the Air is heavy. The 
Iſles upon the Eaſtern Ocean, and the main 
Land, near the Line, bear no Corn as[ 
know of. Madagaſcar, which ſtretches it 
ſelf on this ſide of the Tropick, has none 
neither: It comes in the Blade, but not in 
the Ear, the heat of the Sun, burning it 
up before it grows to Seed. Theſe Coun 
tries, as well as all thoſe that have a Scat- 
city, are furniſh'd by Traffick: They lade at 
Surat for Java and Sumatra, and in ſeveral 
other Places. The Hollanders provide them 
ſelves there for Batavia. - There is likewiſe 
very little Corn in Africa, unleſs where there 
are European Colonies ſettl'd; and generally 
ſpeaking, there is but little between the tuo 
Tropicks. The great Countries live upon 
nothing but Millet, others upon Rice, others 
upon Dates, others upon Caſſave only; 45 
in America, through the Iuduſtry of 1 
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Hollander, there grows very good Corn at 


the Cape of Good Hope. The Natives Till 
nothing, out of perfect Lazineſs and aver- 
fon to Work. Theſe People, whom they 
call Hotentots, are the naſtyeſt, ſlothfulleſt, 
and moſt brutiſh Barbarians that I ever ſaw 


in all my Travels. As for the reſt, the 


Mahome tant, and the Gentiles generally, make 
their Bread without Leaven, which their 
Religion forbids. 

As to their way of making Bread, I ſhall 
ſpeak firſt of#all concerning that.of the Gen- 
les, which is very plain ; for they not on- 
ly bake their Bread every Day, but they 
bike it that very Moment they deſign to eat 
* After having waſh'd their Bodies all 
over, according to the Precepts of their 
Religion, they take the Flower in a Baſon 
of Wood or Metal, they knead it and cover 
it; they then make a little Fire between 
three Stones, upon which they put a Plate 
of Iron as thin as a Five-penny Piece round, 
and a Foot Diameter, more or leſs, accord- 
ing to the quantity of Bread that is to be 
kid upon it: It is not above ſixteen or eigh- 
teen Inches from the Ground: When it is 
bot, which it is very ſoon, they take the 
Dough again, make a little Cask very little 
thicker than the Plate of Iron, and of the 
lame (ze, and lay it upon it: It bakes while 
they are getting another ready ; and after it 
8 bak d they take it out, and lean it againſt 
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the Stones, the uppermoſt part towards the mac! 
Fire. that it may bake a little more. A Mu or ] 
in leſs than an Hour's time; kneeds and bat hold 
as much Bread as will ſerve a dozen People; Paſte 
for while he is getting one Cask ready, H men 
keeps another upon the Plate, and another 
againſt the Fire, and ſo in order, which make 
very quick Work, and without a great many 
Implements, as you ſee. This is the com- 
mon Indian Bread, upon which they alway 
throw ſome ſtrong Grain, or they rub it 
with their Hing, which is Aſaf#tida, a thin 
they love extreamly. The Rich among 
ſeldom eat any thing but their butrer'd ani 
ſogar'd Cakes. - 
| never ſaw Murk or Ambergreaſe mad. 
uſe of in the common Food, in any Coun 
try of Aſa where I have been: The Tun 
put it in their fine Sherbets, and particular) 
in that which they call Sultaz7, as much: 
to ſay Royal. The Perſſans neither put 
in their Meat nor Drink, but they uſe abun 
dance of it in ſeveral ſorts of their Sweet 
meats and Confections which are made, thi 
one only to fortity or ſtrengthen, the oth 
to ſtir up Love, and which the People 0 
Condition ſeldom tail eating of both befor 
and after Meals, eſpecially when they vil 
and enjoy one another: Hereapon I ha" 
obſerv'd how much they have conſum'd 0 
it in their perturn'd Paſts, of which tht 
Women carry large flat Boxes at their C 
mac 
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mach, hung at the Neck to Chains of Gold 
or Jewels, according to their Quality, which 
hold, one with another,near three Ounces of 
Paſte, for it is very heavy. The Perſian Wo- 
men are, for the moſt part, very Prodigal in 
Perfumes : They till uſe leſs Amber and Musk 
in their Nouriſhments, by reaſon of the 
great Heat; but Men and Women are pro- 
fuſe in it, as in other Places, and even 
more, their Bodies being weaker than in 
cold Countries, and requiring a greater ſup- 
port for the Pleaſures of Love. I remem- 
ber, that being at the Solemnity of the Mar- 
tige of the three Royal Princeſſes of Col- 
onda, in the Year 1679, that the King 
their Father, who had no other Children 
but them, marry'd upon the ſame Day; he 
gave Perfumes to all that were invited; at 
their coming, they threw it upon thoſe who 
had white Cloth on; but they gave it into 
the Hands of thoſe who were Cloth'd in 
Colours, otherwiſe they would have ſpoil'd 
their Cloaths by throwing it upon them; 
which was done in this manner : They threw 
2 Bottle of Roſe-water upon the Body which 
held about half a Pint, and another larger 
Bottle of Water colour'd with Saffron, 
ſo that the Veſt was ſtain d withit: Then 
they rubb'd the Arms and Body over with 
a liquid Perfume of Labdamum and Amber- 
greaſe, and they put upon his neck, a large 
String of Jeſſamin. They have Perfum'd 
| ks me 
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me in the ſam- manner ( Saffron excepteed ) 
in many gre:t Houſes of that Country, and 
elſewere. This manner of careſſing and do- 
ing of Honour, is univerſal among the Wo. 
men, who have wherewithal to provide this 
Profuſeneſs. In Perſia and the Indies, they 
keep their Sherbets clear and in Syrup, by 
Reaſon of the heat of the Air, which would 
dry them too much, and make 'em as hard 
as a Stone: But in Tyrky they keep them in 
Powder like Sugar : That of Alexandru, 
which is the moſt eſteem'd throughout this 
large Empire, and which they tranſport 
from thence every where, is almoſt all 
in Powder. They, keep it in Pots and 
Boxes; and when they would uſe it, they 
put a Spoonful of it into a large glaſs 
of Water. It mixes of itſelf with the Wa- 
ter, without being forcd to. ſtir it, as we 
do our Syrops, and makes a moſt admirable 
Liquor, They make up the Sherbet through 
out the Eft, ike a ugar- loaf; I have ſeen 
Loaves as light in Pera that they have 
weigh d but twelve Ounces, which have 
been as thick as Sugar-loaves of eight Pounds. 
The Siſter of the late King Abas the Second, 
and Aunt of Soliman the Thirteenth, ſince 
Reigning, a moſt Bountiful Princeſs, with 
whom I tranſa&ed abundance. of Affairs for 
four Years together, as I have related elſe- 
where, ſent me-from time to time, Regales 
of Sweet-meats, where there was always 

theſe Sh erbets in the Loaf, which were es 
{+ NIE quilſitely 
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66 


quiſitely and wonderfully good, as well as 
Sweet-meats. I ſhall obſerve by the bye, 
that in Perſia, Twrky, and the Iudies, the 
Better ſort of People make their Sugar at 
Home as well as the Sherbet and Sweet-meats, 
The Sherbets are generally made of Violets, 
Vinegar, and the Juice of Pomegra- 
nates, and particularly of Citron- Juice. 
The Word Sherbet in the Eaſt is taken for a 
mixt Potion or Drink. 

The Eaſtern People have another Sherbet 
which is more common: This is to mix in 
the Water with a little Sugar. or a little Salt, 
the juice of Citron, or the Pomegranate, or 
the juice of Garl;ck or Onion. They call 
that ſort of Sherbet Truahi, as much as to 
lay, ſomewhat Sower. They ſerve em, at all 
Meals, in large China Ware, with Wooden 
Spoons hollow'd, with a long Handle to 
them, Theſe Liquors ſerve to whet the 
Stomach, as well as to quench the Thirlt : 
They take it by Spoontuls all the time of 
their Meal; during which time, it is not 
cuſtomary to Drink. 

They have often ask'd me, whether the 
abſtaining from Fleſh, or not abſtaining, 
makes any difference in point of long Life 
among thoſe who live under the ſame Clime? 
To which 1 anſwer'd in a Word, No. The 
Banjans, who never eat Fleſh, live no lon- 
ger than the other Indians; and I remark'd 
moreover, that generally ſpeaking, they 
don't ſpin the Thread of Life ſo long in the 
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Eaft, and eſpecially in the Indies, as they 
do in Europe; which I attribute to their 
making uſe of Women too ſoon, and too 
much, and ufing Provocatives, notwithſtand- 
ing the Heat of the Climate, which is ex- 
treme, as Sweet-meats, &c. which waſte 
them, as well as give them, Animal Spirits. 
But it is certain, that in return for that, 
thoſe that abſtain from Fleſh, are leſs liable 
to Diſtempers than the others: The great 
Debauches in Meat and Drink are grievous 
to the Indians for the little while they laſt; 
and this is the Reaſon that the Exgliſb live 
there ſo little a while, the exceſſive eating 
of Beef, and the extravagant uſe of Brandy, 
Sugar, and Dates, pulls em down in alit- 
tle time. The variety of Meats likewiſe 
carries off abundance of Europeans, or makes 
them droop away much. The different 
Quality of the Juices of ſo many ſorts oi 
Food, making as it were a War in the Sto. 
mach, which that part weaken'd by the dif 
ſipation of the Spirits, is not able to bear. 
The Illneſs that carries them off moſt an 
end in the Indies, proves to be what I (ay, 
for it is commonly a Diarrhea, or à looſe- 
neſs of the Belly, which degenerates imme 
diately into a Bloody - Flux; an illneſs ſo 
fatal that very few People get over it, But 
it muſt be remarkd beſides, that if the Es. 
ſtern People enjoy a more conſtant State 0 
Health than we do, by abſtaining from Fleſh, 
it hinders them on the other Hand, from be- 
ing ſo Strong and Vigorous. 
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come now again to my Subject, which 
relates to the Food of the Perſians They 
are not great Eaters, and ſome tl ink it pro- 
ceeds from t heir Country s not being fruit- 
ful, nor abounding in Food; but I am not 
of that Opinion: I believe on the contrary, 
that the want of Plenty in their Country, 
is becauſe they bave not the People as we 
have. If their Frugality proceeded from 
the Scarcity of their Country, rather than 
from their Nature, there would be none but 
the meaner ſort of People who would eat 
but little, whereas, generally ſpeaking, tis 
every one ; and they would more or leſs, 
in each Province, according to the fruit- 


fulneſs of the Country; whereas the ſame 
Temperance governs the whole Kingdom. 


WW They make two Meals a Day, as I have al- 
ready obſerv'd, one of Fruit, Milk-meats, 
and Sweet-meats, between ten and twelve 
of the Clock in the Morning, which they 
„call Hazeri, as who ſhould ſay, That which 
b ready ; becauſe as it is ready in a Moment's 
ni time, one may ſay, it is always ready; and 
one of Meat about Seven a Clock at Night. 
This is their Supper and Grand Meal. In 
the Morning when they get up, they have 
their Coffee; and ſome of em eat a little 
Cruſt of Bread with it. As their Days are 
not ſo unequal as ours, they keep up to the 
Rule of Life with more eaſe, They go to 
Bed between Nine and Ten of the Clock at 

. Night 
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Night, all the Year round, and get up by eli 
break of Day. They dreſs Meat twice are h 
a-Day for the King, becauſe that one Part Neat 
of the great Seralio makes it Grand Meal in I don 
the Morning ; but no Body eats Meat but I tbe 
once a Day, whether Noon or Night. The durir 
Perſians provide nothing before Hand, gene. pt 
rally ſpeaking, but they buy every Dy #© 
what they have occaſion for that Day, The lest 
is the Reaſon that they pay a great deal other 
dearer ; but they find their Accompt in it, WM**''8 
as they ſay in the End, becauſe of the WI? Hat 
Waſte which the Servants make of what is He tt 
left in their keeping. They never ul B 
likewiſe dreſs Meat a Day before Hand, Habit 
nor keep any thing from one Day to ano- tract 
ther. They kill the Mutton and Lamb ini Phyſi 
Morning, which they eat at Night ; and they he M 
don't kill the Poultry till they have a Mind pon 
to put it into the Pot; the Fleſh is not dem 
bit tough as in cold Countries; and the laying 
Perſians look upon that which is freſteſt f Ve 7 
kill d to be the Beſt ; they only dreſs as much M ee 
as will ſerve one Meal, and if any is leſt, on S 
they give it to the Poor; there is not (0 fect, 
much as a Cruſt of Bread, nor a Bit of Metelen; 
raw, or dreſt in the Houſe, when they g0 Kin; 
to Bed. | enn Wentgy 

The Meats which they commonly uſe, . 
are Lamb, and Kid, Capons, Hens, Pullets 


Deir 
Une m 


Diet. They add to that, by way of Re ff the 


galio, 
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galio, Pigeons, Fiſh, and Veniſon. There 
are however few but; the King and ſome 
great Lords, who eat of em, becauſe they 
don't care for em. The poor People in 
the cold Provinces, eat Beef and Veal, 
during Winter ; but they kill ſo little, ex- 
cept among the Chriſtians, and Gubres, that 
it would not be worth mentioning. Swines- 
Fleſh is forbid them, the Hare, and all the 
other Animals that are forbid; by the Jewiſh 
Religion. The Perſians can't ſo much as hear 
Hare nam d, becauſe it is ſubject to Fluxes, 
like the Women. They value Mutton above 
all Butchers.Meat, ſaying, it has no ill 
Habit, and that conſequently one can con- 
tat no ill Habit in eating of em; for their 
Phyſicians are unanimouſly of Opinion, that 
the Man becomes the ſame with the Animals, 
won which he feeds. They commend 
themſelves mightily for their way of living. 
laying, that one has nothing to do but to look 
won their Complexion, to judge bam much it 
exceeds that of the Chriſtians, who eat Beef 
and Swines Fleſh, and who drink Mine. In 
effect, the Complexion of the : Perſians is 
even; they have a ſine beautiful and ſmooth 
Kin ; whereas the Complexion of the Ar- 
wnans, their Subjects, eſpecially, the Wo- 
nen, is ragged and full of Pimples, and 
beir Bodies large, and ' exceſſive heavy. 
Une might likewiſe attribute the Difference 
df the good Plight, between the Per fa 
an 
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and the Armenians, to the unequality of the Ae 


Armenian Diet, who Faſt for thirty or big 
forty Days together, during which Time Thi 
they eat nothing but Herbs and Oil ; = Prea 
then for ſo long time, eat exceſſively of ado! 


Eggs and Fleſh, whereas the Perſſans have It uf 
but one Faſt of thirty Days, during which 2 
eat] 


time, ſtill they never change their Meats Mt: 
but only eat leſs; and that during the re” 9 
of the Year, they live every Day after an reac 
even Manner. They have in Perſia, fron fa, a 
February to May, the Kid, which in ny anti 
Opinion is the moſt delicious Meat that can FD) 
be eaten; and from March to July, the Lamby 4 ind 
which has likewiſe a moſt excellent Taſte, It it 
The Perſtan Bread is generally thin, and” tl 
like their broad thin Casks. There are E o 
veral ſorts of it. The ordinary Bread Pen 
bak d in round Ovens, made in the Ground" Lea 
like a Hole about four or five Foot deep pie. 
and two Foot Diameter. They put the ba 1 
Bread againſt the Oven, and as the Bread! vbich 
not ſo thick as one's Finger, eſpecially mort 
the Middle, it is bak'd in leſs than a quartet hat 

of an Hour, They have again anothe WEE 
ſort of Bread, which they call Lava cal, 

which they make round, as large as a bol Ancier 
low Plate, and as thin as Parchment, which Pays 
they bake upon a round Copper Plate; ad Mite | 
another ſort which they call Serguck, that chers 
to ſay Flint bread, becauſe it is bak d be Re 
Ovens made as ours are, the Bottoms whelf 
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— q 


6 


are cover'd with large Flint Stones, as 
big as a Wall-Nut and two Fingers high. 
This Bread is not thicker than the ordinary 
Bread ; it is made long-ways, and weighs 
about a Pound and a half. The Bakers bake 
it upon Flint ſtones, to ſave Wood; theſe 
dtones taking and keeping Fire the beſt, and 


heating the Dough ſooner ; but that Bread 


j more bak'd in ſome Places than others, The 
Bread is generally white, and good in Per- 
ſa, and all made without Leaven. In Sub- 
tantial Houſes, they bake Bread twice 
1-Day : It is the Buſineſs of the Slaves to 
rind the Corn, and kneed the Dough, and 
int it to the Fire. One may ſee in Herodo- 
tu, that this was the Cuſtom in the firſt 
ge of the World. They ſtrew generally 
upon all the Bread, excepting that which is 
Leaf, ſome ſleepy Grain, as the Seed of 
Pppies. Seed of Seſame, or Twrkiſh Corn, of 
that which they call the Seed of Miele, 
which the Botaniſts call Nard, or Pepper- 
vort; that inclines them to Sleep, which is 
What they would bave it do in the Eaſt, 
we bere they generally lie down after their 
eal, as well in the Morning as at Night. 
Ancient Hiſtories inform us, that they al- 
ways us d after their Meals in the Eaſt, the 
ite Poppy-ſeed, roaſted for the ſame End. 
thers ſtrew Anis-ſeed, or Fennel-ſeed in 
he Room of it. | | 
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The People of mean Condition are fſery'd 
in the Morning with one of theſe Loaves, 
in a Wooden Baſon, Painted and Varniſhd 
putting at one End of the Loaf a quarter of 
a Pound of Cheeſe, and on the fide of the 
Loaf, two China Cups, one with Sower 
Milk, curdV'd, the other with this _ ſower 
Milk, curdl'd and diluted with Water, which 
ſerves for Drink, and ſome Fruit, eſpecially 
the Melon: If he have Company with him, 
each has a Baſon ſet before him, furniſhd 
after the ſame Manner. The Cheeſe in Per- 
fa is not made up in a ſolid Maſs or Lump; 
they keep it in Goats-Skins, as we keep our 
Butter in Potts, and they cut and ſerve it up 
as ſmall almoſt as Daſt ; they generally mix 
it with their ſower Milk, and eſpecially 
during the hot Seaſons, with Fennel, with 
the Seed of Turpentine, and ſometimes 
with their ſmall Grapes that have the Taſte 
of the Thiſtle; they ſerve the Milk in 
Ice, as well as the Water, which they 
give them to drink after eating; and this is 
the Dinner of the common People. The 
People in a higher Station, are ſerv'd. be- 
ſides theſe light Meſſes, with Refine, of 
bak'd Meat, with Paloude, which is a ſort 
of Starch, bak d with Sugar, ſeveral ſorts 
of Fruits, Sweet-meats, little Biskets, and 
ſometimes petty Pattees, or Harſh-meatsj 
but it is ſeldom practis d excepting at Wed 


dings, and Feſtivals, to give Meat in 
Mort 
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Morning, and when that is done, they ſerve 
p like wife Soops of ſeveral Sorts of Gouſts, 
with Meat in em cut ſmall: As to what re- 
mains. no Body riſes from his Place to go 
nd place himſelf at Table; they ſerve the 
Eating before every one in the (ame Place 
where he fits ; and this is practièd as well 
pmong the Great as little ones; they bring 
his Baſon before you in the Place where 
you - are, without either Table, Cloth, or 
Napkin ; they uſe no Knapkin at Dinner 
me, but at Feaſts, becauſe they then make 
iſe of more Plates, and Porringers, of Cups, 
han can be kept upon a Baſon, and that 
dme of theſe Meats may greaſe. | 
They ſup upon Soops, with Haſh'd'Meat, 
ning! d with Peas, and other Roots; then 
vith Pilo, which is Rice bak d with Meat; 
nd becauſe the Rice ſerves inſtead of Bread, 
bey ſeldom give any thing at Supper, but 
he Bread in leaf, which ſerves as a Plate or 
| Cover, except at Feaſts, where they give 
bree or four ſeveral ſorts of Bread. 
They ſerve every one with two or three 
orts of the Leaf-bread, and an handful of 
kong Herbs upon it, to ſerve as a Sallet ; 
ometimes they give a little Saltſellar, but 
bis is done in very few Places. They feed 
demſelves with their Fingers; they pull the 
eat to pieces too with their Fingers ; they 
over the Meat with Rice like a Ball; they 
wt a little Salt upon it with their Thumb, 
Vol. I. 0 and 
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and they carry this large Morſel to they 
Mouth, which they ſwallow without chen. 
ing it, as we do Soops. This is eaten quick 
and is very nouriſhing, and ſo the Repaſty 
ſoon over; and this fo much the more, 1 
that they rarely Talk in Eating. Thy 
ſerve with the Meat Cups of Sherbets, with 
a wooden Spoon each a Foot long, az | 
have ſaid, that they may carry it the mot 
eaſily td their Mouth. This is their Drin 
at Supper, they give em no other doring 
the Repaſt. At the concluſion they bring u 
hot Water to waſh the Greaſe off thei 
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Hands, which every one wipes upon HM, a 
Handkerchief, and then they give a Olaf Metec 
Water to whoever asks for it. ben 
As Pilo is the grand Meſs with the P ipp d 
fars, I ſhall tell you how they Dreſs it. Wit the 
is properly Rice boil'd in Broth with met it | 
or in Butter, in ſuch ſort that the Seeds p. / 
Grains remain whole without cracking, M the 
likewiſe without being hard or dry, but Moſe,: 
well done, that in putting it into onefir, 


Mouth, or preſſing it between the Finger 
they make a Paſte of it. They make abo 
twenty ſorts, of this Pilo, with Mutte 
Lamb, Pullets, Gr. The Generality Sealo 


ik, 
dich 
ther. 
dune 


and make it thus; they boil ſix or ſe!hey | 
Pound of Mutton in pieces, of about a quit is v 
ter of a Pound each, with a Hen or two thai 


then they take all the Broth and Meat Onothe 
of the Pot; then they take ſome Butter Ib ich 
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pat at the bottom, which they fry very well; 
and they there put a a lay of Rice, about 
n Inch thick; they put Onions ſlic d, Al- 
monds peel d and cut in two, dry Peaſe fry'd 
in a Pan, cut likewiſe in two, ſome of the 
ſmall Grapes, which they call Kikmiche, 
which has no Stone; ſome whole Pepper, 
loves and Cinnamon, with ſome Garden- 
teſſes for the Seaſoning; upon that they 
put the Meat, and then they fill up the Pot 
ith Rice, and throw in the Broth there, 
il it runs over: The Rice boils in a quar- 
tr of an Hour; and when it is boil'd and 
y, and the Broth waſted away, they pour 
delted Butter fcalding hot upon this Rice: 
hen they cover the Pot cloſe with a Cloth 
lpp'd-in hot Water and put under the Lid 
ff the Pot, to keep the Rice moiſt, and they 
tt it ſoak thus; after which they Diſh it 
Ip. As the Butter is the chief Ingredient 
2 the Pilo, they uſe the beſt for that pur- 
joſe, and take abundance of Care in getting 
fit, The Butter in Perſ/1 is made with Cow's 
ilk, and the Milk of Sheep put together, 
zich they eſteem much more than any 
tber. They don't uſe Freſh- Butter in that 
duntry, nor do they eat any upon Bread: 
bey keep it liquid in Veſſels like Oil, and 
is very nigh the ſame Colour: There is 
If that ſort which ſmells like a Violet, and 
nother Perfume which is very agreeable, 
Ia ich makes People very deſirous to eat it. 


22 They 
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They ſeaſon their other Pilo's one with Fe 
nel cut ſmall ; others with the juice of Cher 
ries, Mulberries, or Pomegranates; other 
with Saffron and Sugar; others with T; 
marins. They dreſs Rice dry, which the 
cover with Mince-meat, or Amuletts, or Eg 
poach'd upon fry'd Onions, or upon Lettic 
fry'd ; or upon freſh or ſalt Fiſh, and fey 
ral other ways; in all which the Pj 
Exquiſite eating. One of the moſt delicion 
ways which they dreſs it, is that of bakin 
it under the Spit, the Fat of a Lamb or Kid 
and Hens, falling by degrees upon the Ri 
it imbibes it, and gives it a moſt agrezah 
Taſte. As for the Rice, as we dreſs it: 
moſt reduc d to a Pap, the Aſraticks don 
love it at all: They look upon it to be i 
ſipid and ſick Food: They boil it fo likt 
wiſe in pure Water with whole Pepper and 
little Cinnamon, as I have already obſerv( 
and they give em of this to eat. The Pez 
which I have ſaid they put in the Pilo, 1 
parch'd, and theſe Peaſe are a Ragoo, eſt 
cially when they are done with Salt: The 
way of parching them is this; they take 
Pan, as if it were to make Sweet - mes 
they fill it half full with very fine Sand, a 
they put it over a little Fire; when the vt 
is hot, they put the Peas in it and ſtit l 
and as the Sand is heavy, the Peas are! 
ways at the Top, and are parch'd with 
changing their former Colour: They he 
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he Almonds thus, as well as the Grain, - 
hich they call the cold Seeds, and the Pi,: 
ih0-Nuts, and afterwards they throw ſome 


lt upon them in the Pan, giving them 


hus another Tincture or Impreſſion, which 


makes theſe Fruits very agreeable, and whet - 


ing to the Appetite. 

The meaner ſort of People dreſs nothing 
t Home, eſpecially in a Country where 
Vood is ſcarce, as at Iſpaban, and ſeveral 
ther Places, but as ſoon as they ſhut 
p Shop, they go to the Cooks and buy 
lo, or whatever they have a mind to for 
per: There are an infinite Number of 
ks throughout the whole City, each of 
hich ſells a paticular Meat: Their Kitchin 
zin the nature of a Shop: You will ſee, in 
be fore · part, two or three Kettles of about 
hirty Inches Diameter, boiling upon Stoves s 
d behind the Shop, which is divided from 

by a Curtain, one or two little Places, 
hich you go up to by two or three Steps 
over d with Carpets, where they ſit down 
deat, The Fire of theſe Stoves is very 
rely made of Wood or Charcoal, that be- 

g too dear a Commodity in the greateſt 
art of Perſia ; They make their Fire gene - 
ly with Heath and dry'd Leaves. The 
ommon People uſe a ſort, of Turf made of 
be Dung of a Beaſt and Earth put together, 
mich the Peaſants who make them and 
Ile in abundance, bring to Town to fell. 

; Q 3 _  ”_ 


Abraham never eat without Gueſts ; and that 


left, they give it to the Poor. . 
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When the Meat is dreſsd, they keep it hot, 
by putting two or three Wicks: under the 
Pot, according to its bigneſs, as they do in 
a Lamp: They light theſe Wicks, and they 
feed them with the fat of the Pot. This 
turns one's Stomach mightily at firſt, but 
Cuſtom makes it familiar to one: One may 
eaſily judge that theſe Cooks being at ſo 
little Expence, ſell very good Penny worthy, 
That which I have admir'd very much in 
the way of Living of the Perſſant, beſida 
their Sobriety, is their Hoſpitality : When 
they Eat, far from ſhutting the Door, they 
give to e:cry one about them, we 
happens to come at that time, and often 
times to the Servants who hold the Horl 
at the Gate. Let who will come at thei 
Dinner or Supper: time, they de not in the 
leaſt put out of their way.; as they eat but 
little, there is always enough The Perſian 
ſpeaking in praiſe of Hoſpitality, ſay, that 


that happy Rencounter with the three An 
gels; which is mention d in Scripture, bar 
pen d to him one Day, when having Nc 
Company to Dine with him, he went ol 


of his Pavillion, to fee if he could meet nc 


one of his Acquaintance,or whom he though 
proper to invite. They likewiſe eat up al 


as I have obſerv'd, without laying by a0 


thing for another time; and if any thing 
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The Perſians who are pretty well to paſs, 
ſeldom eat the Entrails, Feet, or the Heads 
of Beaſts, it goes againſt their Stomachs. The 

pooreſt ſort of People only eat them, buy- 
ing em in the Shops that dreſs nothing elſe. 
MW They call the Cooks that dreſs them, Guende 
balkon, as who ſhould ſay, "Cooks for the rot- 
WY ter Pieces, But this Name might be given 
more properly to thoſe Cooks who put 
ſtinking Meat in their Ragoos, and which 
they had already put in two or three Sauces, 
without being able to ſell it: Thoſe Cooks 
haſh or mince it, and ſeaſon it with Herbs 
and ſower Juices - They call theſe Haſhes 
4b Truch, that is to ſay, ſoweriſh Soops: 
They likewiſe make another ſort of Jelly- 
och, where the Fleſh is as it were difiolv'd 
ia boiling, or in a liquid Paſte. The Armwe- 
ian, eſpecially are great lovers of it, tho 
ol this Broth is ſometimes made of the Fleſh 
of a Horſe, Camel, or Aſs: They even ſay 
it cannot be made of any other Fleſh, by 
0a reaſon no other ſort of Fleſh is ſolid enough. 
Among their excellent Meſſes, there is a 
fort of Broth which they call Bourani, a 
Name which they ſay, had its Original from 
a Daughter of Almaimon, Calif of Babylow, 
who invented it. It is made with Fowl 
and peel'd Barley, made into broth with 
ſeveral ſorts of Herbs. „n. 

To ſay ſomewhat of their Roaſt- meat; 
They dreſs their large Meat either in an 


24 Oven 
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Oven, or a Stove: And 1 ſnall firſt of u 1 
obſerve, That they have a way of roaſting ing 
their Sheep, Lambs, and Kids, whole in (crit 
their own Gravy, which is delicious Ez, cout 
iog. Their roaſting it at the Oven is done Ml thoſ 
thus. I have ſaid, that their Ovens are 
Holes in the Ground: They hang up: 
Mutton or Lamb whole in the Oven, hung 
by the Neck to an Iron Spit, which is at 
the Mouth of the oven, putting an Earthen 
Pan under it for it to drop in: The Beal 
roaſts'equally on all Sides without ſcorch- 
jag: The Stoves at which they roaſt then 
are like your Preſerving Stoves ; and every 
thing. roaſted. after this manner eats very 
well. The Arminians have a way of roaſt: 
ing the Mutton and Lamb in their own Skin 
upon the Coals, as they do Cheſt - Nuts 
When the Mutton is dreſs d, they put the 
Skin again upon it, and ſow it up well, and 
then they put it on the Coals and cover it: 
The Mutton is all Night a doing, and it i 
not over and above good when it is done. 
„As for the Meat which they roaſt upona 
Spit, it is dry and good for nothing: They 
likewiſe: very ſeldom roaſt any great Pie in t! 


{+ — way, their - Fleſh-meat being not I thing 


[Lenongh of Gr vy to be put upon a Spit. ¶ ward 


Their Roaſt meat is generally little bits of I of Li 


Mutton or Lamb dipp'd in Vinegar, with WW Dane 


Salt and an Onion, ſpitted as they do Larks: I for \ 


This is the beſt of their Regoos, and this is I her; 
what they generally roaſt upon a Spit. | 


—— 
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I ſhall ſay nothing in this Place concern - 
ing the Feaſts of the Perſſant, having de- 
ſcribd a great many throughout the whole 
courſe of this Work: I ſhall only ſay, that 
thoſe which the King makes are generaly 
at One a Clock in the Afternoon; whereas 
thoſe which other People make are at Sup- 
per- time: However, thoſe who are invited 
don't fail of coming at Nine or Ten a Clock 
in the Morning, and they generally make 
an Apology at their entring the Houſe, for 
their coming ſo late, laying the fault upon 
ſome unforeſeen Accident, This is becauſe 
the Feaſts in the Eaſ# laſt all the Day long; 
they paſs their time away in taking Tobac- 
co, in Diſcourſe, in Sleeping after Dinner, 
in praying to God together, in Reading and 
and hearing People Read, in repeating Ver- 
ſes, and hearing People Sing well, in the 
nature of a Chorus, the Actions of the Kings 
of Perſia, in Heroick Poems, like that of 
Homer. The Graver fort of People keep to 
that, and give no other Diverſion ; but the 
Beaux and Gentlemen of the Sword, have 
Companies of Dancers, who Dance and Sing 
in the Nature of an Opera, where every 
thing tends to ſtir up Love; and where, to- 
wards the Concluſion, they act the Delights 
of Love with roo great a Freedom, Theſe 
Dancers are Harlots, who will do any thing 
tor Money : Each brings her Servant with 
her; and thoſe whom it is not convenient 
| to 
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to meddle with, upon account of their is {« 
Monthly Iſſues, wear a pair of Drawers of plac 
black Taffaty: This is to prevent any one's IM the! 
thinking of 'em, and more eſpecially that 
they may not meddle with em, as being in 
a State of Legal Pollution; at which time 
they eat apart, When Supper is ſerv'd up, 
they put the large Meſſes before the chief 
Gueſt; after which, the Maſter of the Houſe 
looks upon him and ſays in a low Tone, and 
making of Signs, Sir, that is at your d ſpoſal. 
to anſwers with the ſame Signs, that he de- 
ires-the whole Company may partake of it, | 
ſhall yet obſerve two things upon this Sub- 
ject: The Firſt is, That the Son or Relation 
of the Maſter of the-Houſe does the Office 
of Maſter, and ſerves every one at the Fealt, 
The Second is, That the Children of the 
Houſe never ſit at the Feaſt till they are 
Marry'd, which generally comes to paſs be- 
fore they -are twenty Years of Age. The 
Perſsans call the Feaſts Mageles, as much as 
to ſay Aſſembly, | 

They uſe, abundance of Ice in Perſia, asl 
haye been obſerving ; in Summer eſpecially 
every one drinks with Ice: But that which 
is moſt remarkable, is, That tho' at I/pahan, 
and even at Tavris, which is further North, 
the Cold is dry and penetrating more than 
it is in any part of France or England, yet ma 
the greateſt part of the People drink with It 


Tee as well in the Winter as the Summer, 1 Ice 


r 
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is ſold in the out-parts of the City in open 
places: Their way of making it is thus; 
they make a deep Hole, at the farther e 
of the Cellar towards the North, and before 
it, they dig deep Squares of ſixteen or 
twenty Inches, like ſo many little Bafons 
they fill em with Water over Night, when it 
begins to freeze, and in the Morning, when 
all is frozen, they break it to Bits, and put all 
theſe Pieces together in the Hole, where 
they break em again into little Bits, as well 
35 they can; for the more the Ice is broken, 
the better it is ; then theyfill the ſquare Holes 
with freſh Water, as they had done the Day 
before, and at Night, they go and Water. 
with your Gourd Bottles, with Handles to 
them, theſe Pieces of Ice, which are broke 
in the Hole, to the End, that they may hold 
the better together. In leſs than eight Days 
Working after this Manner, they have Pieces 
of Ice five or fix Foot thick; and then they 
gather the People of that Quarter together, 
who with loud Shouts of Joy, andgFires 
lighted upon the Edges of che Hole, and 
with the Sound of Inſtruments to Animate 
them, go down into it, and = theſe Lumps 
of Ice one upon the other, which they call 
rouc, as much as to ſay, Baſis or Foun- 
dation and throw Water between, to 
make them hold together the better, 
It falls out ſo, that in fix Weeks time, an 
Ice-houſe of a Fathom or more deep, and 
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as broad and long as one will, is fill'd up to 
the very top with Ice. The Snow hinders 
the Work mightily, and cauſes a great deal 
of Trouble; but when that happens, they 
ſweep it, and throw it out with a great deal 
of Care, becauſe that when that melts, it 
would likewiſe melt the Ice : When the 
Ice-houſe is full, they cover it with a ſort of 
Sea-Ruſh, which they call Bazovr, which 
they find in Perſia, by the Water-fide. In 
the Summer when they go to open the 
| Tee-Houſe, it is another Feſtival for that 
Quarter. They ſell the Ice by Aſs-loads, at 
eighteen Pence a Load, which is two Pieces 
of Ice, each weighing threeſcore Pounds, 
This is about two Deniers a Pound. The 
Bits and Pieces of the Ice that are cut, fall to 
the Lot of the People of that Quarter, who 
help to make it, and every one comes in 
the Morning to take his Share : What is very 
Remarkable, as well as Agreeable in theit 
Ice, is its beauty and clearneſs; you cant 
ſee thy leaſt Dirt, nor gloomineſs; Rock. 
water is not clearer, nor more tranſparent 
than it is. They keep Snow likewiſe in 
the Places where they can do it with Con- 
veniency, tho' there is Ice in -abundance ; 
this is out of Delicacy, becauſe they find 
their Drink mach more Agreeable with Snow 
than with Ice, eſpecially the Sherbet. 
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T* EY drink nothing for the Generali- 

ty in Perſia, but Coffee and Water; 
their Treat for Drink is Sherbet, and Wa- 
ters of Fruit and Flowers. They make an 
zdmirable Sherbet of the Citron, Mulberries, 
Cherries, and Pomgrauates; they uſe 4 
bundance of the Water of the brown Wil- 
low-Tree, made of Buds, which the Tree 
produces in Spring-time, which they give 
ot to Sick People as much as they will, eſ⸗ 
pecially to thoſe. who are troubled with 
Agues, and other Waters agreeable to their 
Taſte, than which, nothing is more refreſh- 
ing. They drink likewiſe Water of Roſes, 
mingled with Water; the Roſe-water is 
very agreeable in Perſia ; it does not ſmell a 
bit like a Drug, asit does with us ; Whether 
it is from its being Diſtill'd without Water, 
whichis contrary to our Method, or that it 
proceeds from the Nature of the Flower 5 
they Tranſport it throughout all the Eaſt, 
and they Freigt whole Veſſels with it for the 
Indies, They extract it very eaſily after 
this Manner, they put the Roſes into a 
great Kettle, and take another large Kettle 
- for the Receipient, put in the Ground, — 
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fill'd with Water, and cover d with a Wood. 
en Cover, which they ſtop up well with 
the Subſtance of Roſes ſqueez d; the Pipe 
that paſſes out of one into the other is no- 
thing but a dry'd Cane; they put two 
Pounds of Water, to three Pound of Roſez 
and they extract about two Pound and 
half of Roſe-water ; they draw likewiſear 
excellent Spirit from the Sallow . Water, 
which they uſe in Perfumes, and in rubbing 
of their Body; and an Eſſence of Roſe 
of which they draw a Quarter from a Pound 
of Roſes : They draw moreover an Oil cf 
| Roſes, which they call Atre, and is a won- 
derful Quinteſſence, if I may ſo ſay, and i; 
very dear ; for from forty Pound Weight 
of Eſſence of Roſe-water, it is difficult to 
draw a Drachm of this Oil ; they put for 
this Purpoſe the Eſſence of Roſes four and 
twenty Hours in the * in a cover'd Tub, 
in which time, there riſes upon the Super- 
ficies, a Greaſe of a brown Colour, which is 
this Oil, which they gather together witha 
Straw ; the Perſians prefer the ſmell of this 
to Ambergreaſe prepar d, and the Indian 
do the ſame, calling it Rougangulab, as much 
as to ſay, Butter and Oil of Roſe-water: 
It is likewiſe a great deal dearer than Amber 
greaſe, and a great deal ſcarcer; an Ounce 
of it is ſometimes worth two hundred 
Crownsin the Indies. 


A 
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As for Coffee, its a Liquor too well known 
to require much to be ſaid of it. I have 
given an Account in my Travels from Peris 
to Iſpahan, what the Effects of it are. I re- 
fer the Reader then, or rather I would have 
him refer himſelf to a little Treatiſe; Entit'd, 
concerning Tea, Coffee, and Chocolate, compos d 
by one of my Illuſtrious and moſt intimate 
Friends, Mr. du Four of Lyons, a Man, who 


cation to all curious Knowledge, and eſpe- 
cially that which regards the Eaſt 5 and by 
another excellent Work of his, which he 
bas publiſh d, Entitled, Advice of 2 Father 
to a Sen; but as I have not as yet made 
mention of the Houſes where they drink 
their Tea and Coffee in Perſfa, I ſhall tell 
you in this Place how they are made. 

Theſe Houſes , which arc ſpacious and 
large Rooms, and rais'd in different Figures, 
are generally in the fineſt Parts of the Cities, 
becauſe there is the Rendezvous, and place 
of Diverſion for the Inhabitants. There 
are many, where there are Baſons of Water 
in the Middle, eſpecially in the great Towns. 
Theſe great Rooms have Eſtrades, or Gal- 
cries, quite round about, three Foot high, 
and three or four Foot deep, more or leſs ac- 
cording to the bigneſs of the Place, made of 

ood or Stone to fit upon after the Eaſtern 
Manner; they open them at Day-break, 
and it is then, and in the Evening, that _y 

& ave 
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is an Honour to Commerce, by his Appli- 
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have the moſt ' Company ; they ſerve you 
very exactly there with Coffee, very quick, 
and with abundance of Reſpect ; there they 
converſe ; for there is the Place for News, 
and where the Politicians criticiſe upon the 
Government, with all the Freedom in the 
World, and without being diſturb'd : The 
Government not troubling it ſelf with what 
the World ſays: Here they play at thoſe 
innocent Games I have been ſpeaking of, 
which are like Draughts, or Cheſts ; and 
beſides this, there are your Repeaters in 
Verſe and Proſe, which the Mollas, Dervi- 
ches, or Poets, take their Turns to Perform, 
The Diſcourſes of the Mollac, or Dervicbes, 
are upon Moral Subjects, and like our ber- 
mons ; but it is not look d upon to be ſcan- 
dalons not to be attentive to them; no Body 
is oblig d to quit his Game or Converſation 
for that. A Molla ſtands up in the Middle, ora 
one End of the Cahue kahne, or Coffee Houle, 
and begins to preach with a loud Voice; 0 
elſe a Dervich comes in all at once, and be 
rangues the whole Company, concerning 
the Vanity, Riches, and Honours of the 
World: It often happens, that two or three 
are talking all at a Time, one at one End, 
and one at another, and ſometimes one ſhall 
be a Preacher, and the other a Repeater d 
Romances: In ſhort, with Regard to that, 
there is the greateſt Liberty taken in tit 
World ; the ſerious Man dares not ſay! 
1 Mey 
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Merry Thing; each makes his own Haran- 
ove, and liſtens to what he likes. The Diſ- 
courſes generally end in ſaying ; There is 
enough ſaid, go in the Name of God about 
your Buſitieſs ; then thoſe who have held 
theſe Diſcourſes, ask ſomewhat of the Au- 
ditory, Which they do very Modeſtly, and 
without any Importunity ; for if they 
hould do otherwiſe , the Maſter of the 
Coffee-Room would not ſuffer them to come 
in ag in, ſo that thoſe give them who will. 
Theſe Houſes were heretofore very infa- 
mobs Places; they were ſerv'd and enter- 
tain d by beautiful Georgian Boys, from 
ten to ſixteen Years of Age, dreſs d after a 
Lewd Manner, having their Hair tyd in 
Wefts, like the Women; they made 'em 
Dance there, and Act and ſay a thouſand 
immodeſt Things, to move the Beholders, 
who caus d theſe Boys to be carry d, every 
one where he thought Proper; and this 
fell to the Lot of thoſe who were the moſt 
beautiful and engaging ; in ſuch ſort, that 
theſe Coffee-Houſes were nothing elle in 
Reality, but Shops for Sodomy, which was 
very terrible to Wiſe and Virtuous People, 
lalif dultan, Primier Miniſter of Abart the 
&cond in the fiftieth Year of the laſt Age; 
brought the King, as debauch'd as he was 
dimſelf, to Aboliſh theſe vile Practices, which 
he did, ang lince that time, there has 

Vol, I. N * been 
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been nothing of that to be ſeen in thoſe cover 
BIRT dil od , 502i bs en! 
Wine and intoxicating Liquors. are for. bey hb 
bid the Mabometans; yet there is ſcarce am Th. 
one that does not drink of ſome ſort oi 1. it 
ſtrong Liquor. The Courtiers, Gentlemen Md at 
and Rakes, drink Wine, and as they all nere 
it, as a Remedy againſt Sorrow, and than, b. 
-_ . one Part drink it to put them to Sleep, ao ma 
the other to warm and make them Meri tars 
they generally drink the Strongeſt, and moli;.n- 
Heady, and if it does not make them prefWnq w 
ſently Drunk, they ſay, what Wine is thu he Ste 
Ne dared? It does not cauſe Mirth, imn 
Nevertheleſs, as they are not us'd to drin urge | 
Wine, they make Faces in drinking of r i. 
as if they were taking a Medicine, and tien. 
they are heated, the Wine is too cool idf ooſh; 
em, they muſt have ſome Brandy, and tb ould 
Stronger it is, the better they like it. vlled 
They make Wine throughout all Pera O. 
except in the Places where no Body is pemi dich 
ted to drink it as in the Countries when ed , 
neither Chriſtians, Jews, nor Guebres, ub od al 
are the Perſian Heathen, live. They mah ot 
excellent Wine every where, where Meth a 
» People know in the leaſt how to mal to 
it z the Uſe of it is forbid by the MaboniOy. 
zan Law, as I have been ſaying; the Ieh ve. 
Jeration which they have, therefore depenabe Or. 
upon the good Will of the Sovereign, * kep 
the Caprice, or rather Covctouſnels of n i the] 


, 
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overnours, and this is what hinders them 
from learning to make Wine well, and that 
bey have not the proper Impliments. 
They make the beſt in Georgia, in Arme- 
wa, in Media, in Eaft-Hircan'a. at Chiras, 
and at Jezd, the Capital City of Caramania. 
he Wine of Iſpahan was the worſt of 
ul, before the nice Europeans, pretended 
o make it, which they did about twenty 
ears ago: It was made of that ſmall ſweet 
rape without Stones, above mentioned, 
nd was very Heady, Rough, and cold in 
he Stomach, as they ſay. The Armenians, 
n immitation of the Franks, mix it with 
arge Grapes, and make a very good Wine 
If it, which bears mixing with Water, very 
ell, They do not put up their Wine in 
ogſheads as we do ; the heat of the Air 
fould ſhrink them, and the Wine would be 
pilled ; but into Jarrs, or Pitarres, which 
re Oval Earthen Pitchers, four Foat-high, 
which contain commonly above two hun- 
Ired and fifty Quarts; there are ſome which 
old about a Barrel ; ſome are Glazed with- 
0, others are Plain, but the latter are done 
vith a Greaſe, made of Sheeps Suet, Clari- 
d,to hinder the Wine from ſoaking into'the 
ay ʒ they keep thoſe Jarrs in a cool Cellar, 
we do our Hogſheads, and alſo bury in 
ie Ground up to the Top, thoſe that are to 
e kept laſt. I have hear d, that they have 
the Province of Poitou in France, ſome of 
| » R 2 thoſe 
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thoſe Jarrs, or Pitarres, which are called 
Pones ; the Perſians call em Komr, an e 
bick Word, which ſignifies Wine, and com 
from a Verb, that ſignifies, turn topf 
turvy, becauſe Wine mixes, and turns the 
Brain topſy turvy. The Arabians, to mak 
amends, give an honourable Name to th 
Wine, which they call Keram, i. e. Libe 
ral, becauſe the Juice of it inclines tho, 
who drink it to Liberality, and to noble 
ploits. The Wine keeps a long time 
thoſe Veſſels, but none can tell how long 
might be kept, becauſe they never keep i 
very long, for fear of the Mahometans, whi 
when the Humour takes em, order the 
Wine-Jarrs to be broke every where, vith 
out Reſpect of Perſons; but if one my 
give Credit to Strabo, the Wine keeps inther 
for three Generations, which is as much # 
to ſay, almoſt for ever. Tis uſu3lly tran 
ſported in Bottels, and in pitch'd Leathen 


acks; the Mahometans liking the Strong Doſe 
ſt, as I have already ſaid ; they put i Hour 
the Wine thats made for them, Nux vonia i Alter 
Hempſeed, and Lime, to make it the mon row: 
Heady, and the more Intoxicating. in the 
As for Grave Men, that abſtain frol the Pi 
Wine, as forbidden and unlawful of it (elf nan 
they warm and elivate themſelves with xe Auge 


of Poppies, tho' it be more inebriating, 20 
more fatal than Wine; they prepare th 
Drug ſeveral ways: It was firſt brought , | 
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in behalf of Men in great Places, to alay the 
uneaſineſs of troubleſome Affairs. The Firſt, 
Mi; the Juice it ſelf of the Poppy, which they 
take ready made up into Pills, of the bigneſs 
of a Pins-Head at firſt, then gradually, and 
ſucceſſively to the bigneſs of a Pea, and ſtop 
there, for a greater Quantity would kill 
them. That Drug is pretty well known in 
our Country to be Narcotick in the higheſt 
Degree, and a true Poiſon, The Perſſant 
hind that it entertains their Fancies with 
pleaſant Viſions, and a kind of Rapture; 
thoſe who take it, begin to feel the Effects 
of it an Hour after; they grow Merry, then 
Swoon away with Laughing, and ſay, and 
do afterwards a thouſand Extravagant 
Things, like Jack-Puddings, and Merry-An- 
drews; it has that Effect, eſpecially upon 
thoſe who have a peculiar Diſpoſition to 
Jeſting; the Operation of that dangerous 
Drug laſts more or leſs, according to the 
Doſe, but commonly it laſts four or five 
iy Hours, tho' not with the ſame Violence; 
After the Operation is over, the Body 
grows Cold, Penſive and Heavy, and remains 
in that Manner, Indolent and Drowſy, till 
be Pill is repeated. A Superior of the Mi 
fonary Carmelites of Iſpaban, calld Father 
e Ange of St. Joſepb, a Man Skilful in Phyſick, 
nay 25 well as in many other Sciences, being de- 
ſirous-to underſtand more particularly the 
Eftc& of that renowned Juice, took a Pill 
R 3 of 


— 


* 


| thoſe, in whom is rooted the Habit of tak 
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of it at the Time of my being in that City, 
and told us afterwards, that he found thatit 
did diſpoſe him againſt his Will, to Laugh, 
and utter a thouſand Idle Stories; that he 
ſaw Phantoms and Chimeras paſs by betorg 
him, which look'd very Comical, and won. 
derfully Diverting, and had no ill Effe& up: 
on him afterwards: But as little ſoever as om 
Accuſtoms himſelf to thoſe Poppy Pills, o 
muſt conſtantly uſe them, and if one miſſy 
ta king them but one Day. it is diſcernd i 
ones F. ce and Body, which is caſt into ſuch 
2 languiſning State, as would move any ons 
to Pity. It fares a great deal worſe with 


are 7 
ing that Poiſon, for if they forbear it, the nd 
endanger their Lives by it. They tell trout 
Story upon that Account, of a Man, who bone 
had been uſed to it for ſeveral Years, th that 
went out a Walking but five Miles from bis over 
Houſe, without his Pill- Box, the uſual Time whe! 
of taking them being come, and miſſing bi have 
Box, be mounts his Horſe immediately, an Picc 
Spurs him on a Gallop, to get the ſooner Ola 


to his. Houſe, but he fainted at half-way, fave 
and died. The Government bas endes *ffet 


vour d ſeveral times to prevent the Uſe d out 


that Drug, upon the Account of the fatal of t 
Effects it has throughout the whole King thei 
dom, but it could never Compaſs it, for it} ri 


is ſo general a Diſeaſe; that out of ten er. A. 
ſons, you ſhall not find one clear from 1 giy 
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il Habit: Wine-drinkers are however to 

be excepted, They ſay that nothing but 
Wine can anſwer the Properties of Opium, 
when one is us d to it ; therefore, when they 
would bring one off of that dangetons 
Drug, they preſent him Wine; but as it 
uſually happens that they are not ſatisfied 
with it, becauſe Wine does not work fo 
Poweriully with them, they muſt return to 
the Drug, ſaying, that without it, they 
can enjoy no Pleaſure in the World, and 
had rather go out of it: It is certain, that 
if one ſhould leave off Opium ſuddenly, 
he would die for Want of it; thoſe who 
are adicted to it, never attain to old Age; 
and beſides, they are at the Age of Fifty, 
troubled with Pains in their Sinews, and 
Bones, bred in them by the Malignancy of 
that Slow Poiſon; their Spirits are mare- 
over ſo law, that they dare only appear 
when the Drug affe&s them. Men, who 
have a Mind to deſtroy themſelves, take a 
Piece of it as big as ones Thumb,and drink'a 
Glaſs of Vinegar after it, there is no way to 
ſave them after that, and no Antidote is 
effectual, they die without Pain, and go 
out of the World as Merry- Andrews goes off 
of the Stage, viz. Laughing; therefore tis 
their common Expreſſion when they are 


driven to the laſt Shift, I will tale ſdare 


Afum; the Name which the Perſians 
giye to that Drug, and from which we have 
R 4 deri- 
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derived that of Opium; ſignifies Originally 
-weakned in his Sence, becauſe the immo. 
derate uſe of that Juice, weakens the Brain, 
and the Senſes ; they call it likewiſe Teriae 
i. e. Cordial; and thoſe who uſe it Jerghi 


which is an Affront among the Perſſant, lil goes 
is among us the Word, Drunkard. T 
There is a. Decoction of the Shell, mix. 
of the Seed of Poppies, which they call; nc: 
Locguenor, and fell Pablickly in all t P/ 
Cities, as they do Coffee, *Tis good Spot co 
to be in thoſe Decoction hoaſes , among it c 
. thoſe: thar drink of them, and to obſerweM Phri 
them betore the Operation, and atte, Sn! 
during the Time of the Operation, When for 
they come inio the Decoction- houſe, the vie 
are Dull, Pale, and Languiſnhing, and ſoon Vor 
after they have drunk two or three Cups oi priv 
that Liquor, they are Peeviſh, and like Mad. Kin 
Men, nothing Pleaſes them; they find Fault Paci 
with any thing, and Quarrel together, bit 1 


-afterwards they are Friends again, andevety 
Man giving up himſelf to his Predominamii tber 
Inclination, the Amorous entertains with Out 
Love · ſtories to his Angel ; another between m 
Sleeping and Waking. laughs in his Sleeve brot 
another Su aggers like a Hector; another ſo p 
tells a Story of a Cock and a Bull, in . I 
Word you would think you are really ins (pea 
Mad houſe. A fort. of Drowſineſs and Le- ing 
thargy ſucceeds that uneven and ĩimmodetate I Lea 
Mirth: But the Perſfane, inſtead of calling Wit] 
__ ” | l 
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it by its deſerv'd Name, call it a Rapture, 
and maintain, that there is a Supernatural, 
and a Divine Impulſe, in that Frame of 
Mind. As ſoon as the Operation of the 
Decoction abates, every one withdraws, and 
goes to his own Houſe. Wa 
There is an infuſion of Seed of Poppies, 
mixed with ſome Hempſeed, and Nux. vo- 
mica, they call that Infuſion , Bueng and 
Poſts it is much Stronger than the others ; 
according to the Quantity, they take of it, 
it caſts them into a Ludicrous and merry 
Phrenſy, and a little after, it takes the 
Snſes quite away; therefore it is direQl 
forbidden by their Religion. The Indiazs 
uſe it with their State-Criminals, when they 
wont take their Life away, in order to de- 
prive them of their Senſes ; and with the 
King's Children, when they intend to Inca» 
pacitate them for Reigning. They fay, 


kill them, as they do in Tarky, or to Blind 
them, as in Pera. The Yuſbecks have found 
out a way to take the Smoak of that Seed, 
mixed with Tobacco; and tbey have 
brought the Mode of it into Perſia ʒ it is not 
ſo prejudicial in that Manner, : 
The Indian Buing is plainer than that 1 
(peak of; yet it has as fatal Effects: It is noth- 
ing but pure Hempſecd, and the Skin and 
Leavesof Hemp, beaten and infuſed together, 
without Seed of Poppies, Oftentimes they put 
in 


that that Way is leſs Barbarous than to 
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in nothing but the Leaves, and then 'tis 
ſoon ready, for they only beat the Leaves in 
a Wooden Mortar, with a little Water, and 
when tis beatento Powder, and the Water 
is thick, they drink it. The Ma hametant 
only uſe it, and ſome Se&s among the Jn 
dians ; the Banjans continuing to forbid the 
Uſe ot it, by Reaſon of its pernicious Et. 
fects on the Brain: But in all SeQs, none 
but the Scum of the People drink ot it, ef. 
pecially the Beggars, and Mumpers ; they 
never miſs taking of it once a Day, except 
upon a Journey, for then they take it three 
or four times a Day, and by the Virtue ol 
that Drink, they walk more Briskly and 
Nimbly. I jaſt now told you, that in Perf 
they ſell that Drink in Pablick-houſes, 3 
they do Coffee; but they ſeldom reſort-thi- 
ther in a Morning; between three and fout 
2-Clock in the Afternoon you ſee them ful 
of Men, who ſeek in that infatuating LI. 
go ſome Relief to their Troubles, and 
ome abatement to their Miſery ; the Uſe of 
it becomes Mortal in Time, like that of 0 
pium, | eſpecially in the cold Countries 
where its miſchievous Property ſinks the 
Spirits ſo much the more ; the conſtant Ule 
of it alters their Complexions, and weakenetl 
wonderfully both the Body and the Head; 
and when the Operation is over, he who 
before kept on Laughing, Jeſting, and play 
ing the Jack-Pudding, falls: down — 1 
14 a rou 
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Ground ſaddenly, and looks like a dying 
Man ; about an Hour after he recoyers 
by Degrees. The Habitual Uſe of that 
Stuff is alſo as dangerous as that of Opium; 
thoſe who have once contracted an Habit of 
that Drink, being no longer able to live 
without it, and being ſo knit to it, that they 
would die for Want of it. | 
The Seed of Hemp has more Virtue than 
the Leaf, and the Skin has more than 
either, * | 
In the Year 1678. being at Svrat, two 
Ergliſh Ladies looking ont of the Window, 
ſaw a Sakirer Beggar pounding fome of thoſe 
intoxicating Leaves, which they had a Fan- 
cy to taſte, enticed, either by the Colour of 
the Leaf, which was of a charming Green, 
or by one of thoſe fantaſtical Whims, which 
poſſeſs Women ſome times; one of their 
dervants brought each of them a ſmall 
Glaſs full of it, and to allay the Strength of 
the Plant, he put in it ſome Sugar, and ſome 
deaten Cinamon, about four Hours after, 
they begun to be affected with that mad and 
comical Drunkenneſs, which is the infaliblę 
Effect of that Portion, then they vor 
taken with a Laughing Fit, and with a Hu 
mour of Dancing, and telling Stories, with- 
out either Head or Tail, till the Potion had 
pertorm'd its Operation. 1 
There is another inebriating Decoction, 
which is alſo forbidden by the _ 
eli- 
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Religion, and even ſtricter than the reſt, be. 
cauſe the Conſequences of it are ſtill more 
Prejudicial, and more ſudden than the po- 
tions of the Poppy. The Perſians call it 
Tchorie, it is made of a Flower, like that of 
the Hemp. 

© The Perſian Vinegar is not made of Wine 
for Wine is forbidden, but it is made of 
Grapes, of Pomgranat- Juice, of Willow iſ 
Water, and of Palm- Tree Water, in the 
Places where that Tree grows, 
Iracon Oil, in the Number of Liquors ; there 
are ſeveral ſorts of it in Perſia. Firſt, there 
js Olive-Oil, which is (carce, becauſe it is 
only made in the Province of Hircania, and 
s good for little, becauſe it is ill- made, and 
ſpoi's alſo in the Carriage, which makes It 
thick, and brackiſh, The Olive-Trees of 
that Province are extraordinary large, the 
Reaſon of which is this; when the Inbs 
bitants plant them, they uſually plant three 
or four together, which in time join cloſe 
and grow together, and make but one Stock; 
that Invention came from Meſopotamis, 
where they ſet in that Manner ſeveral 
young Olive Trees, twiſted round, which 
grow together, and make but one Tree, of“ 
prodigious bigneſs. The Perframs do not 
care for Olive Oil, having, ſeveral, othet 
ſorts at a very eaſy Rate, that are very good. 
The moſt delicious, is that, they call 44, 
it is very ſweet, very clear, and of the nel 
r W 
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yellow Colour in the Wotld? It is made of a 
Seed call'd, Kon hee, the Flower whereof 
is of an Orange Colour, and it is ſuppoſed to 
be the Wild- Saffron, the Oil of Ch irbac is 
more common, but is not ſo good, as that 
of Ard, and grows Strong in few Days; 
they draw it out of a Seed call d, Gongeib, 
which ſome fancy to be the Leſame: Beſides 


WH thoſe Eating-Oils, they have Lamp-Oils, 


viz. Walnut- Oil, and the Oil of a Seed like 
aſmall Bean, which the Perſant call, Kechacl, 
and Bedingil, which they ſay is the Rici- 
ms, or Ricinum Ameticanum, or the Palma 
Chriſti Silici. The Name of Kechak, which 
the Perſfant give it, is probably the ſame as 
Kite, which Herodotus ſays the Egyptians 
gave to the Seed, whereof they made that 
ſort. of Oil; which he ſays likewiſe, the 
Grecians call Pria. All 4½ is full of that 
fort of Bean, which grows on a Plant, com- 
monly a Foot high ; but in the Territory of , 
paban, twice as high, and where whole Fields 
are full of it: It is of, a light Grey, ſtained 
with Blackiſh Spots and Streaks, which make 
the Leaf ot it like a Parſly Leaf; che Skin 
of that Kidney-Bean is as thin as the Skin of 
a Wall-Nut, and ſplits in two, like other 
Beans, and like Almonds. Diaſcorides, and 
bis Commentators ſay, that that Seed grows 
on a Tree; but it is a great Miſtake, as well 
33 what ſome of our Books of, Travels tell us, 
that they draw,the Oil from it with _— 
| 0 
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of it. For they draw it with a Mill turn d 
round by a Horſe or an Ox: The Mill js 
made of two Wheels leſs than ours, of 
three Foot Diameter only : The upper 
Wheel has a Hole in it, wherein they throw 
the Beans one by one; and the under 
Wheel has a ſmall Pipe or Tube to let out 
the Liquor: That Oil of Ricinum is thick 
and blackiſh, and in the burning ſtinks and 
and is full of Smoak : That may perhayy 
be the Reaſon why the Portugueſe call i 
Flower of Hell: None but Poor People 
uſe it. a 
Laſtly, They have in Pera the Oil of 
Naphte, which the French call Tear of Mi. 
ftickz the Perſſant burn it and uſe it in Paint- 
ing, and in Varniſh as the French do: The 
beſt comes out of Hircania and the Northern 
Media, on the Bank of the Caſpian Ses. 
That Oil drops from the Rocks as clear and 
as liquid as Water, and thickens afterwards 
and keeps its clearneſs more or leſs, accord. 
ing as the Rocks are more or leſs expoſed 
to the Eaſt and North, for the Oil of thele 
Rocks is always White ; whereas, the Oi 
of other Rocks grows Brown in time, 
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Efore J treat of the Arts nd Tries ih 
particular, Vil make five general Ob- 
ſervations with regard to the Subject; Three 
on the Genius of the Eaſtera People, to 
ſhew what they underſtand and are ca lect 
underſtanding, in all that relates to Mees and 
Man's Induſtry ; afterwards another on the 
Method of the Eaftern Artificers; and laſtly, 
* on the Polity of the Perſian Artt- 
ers * n 
The firſt is; That the Eater people are 
naturally Soft and Lazy, they work for and 
deſire only neceſſary things. All thoſe beatt- 
tifal Pieces of Painting, arving, . — 
and ſo many others, whoſe Beauty co 
in an exact and plain imitation of Nature, 
are not Valu'd among thoſe Aſtati s: They 
think, that becauſe rhoſe Pieces are of 'no 
uſe for the Occaſions of the Body, they do 
hot therefore deſerve our Notice : In'a 
Word, they make no account of the makithe 
of good Pieces; they take notice only of 
the Matter, which is the Reafon that their 
Arts are ſo little improved ; for as to the 
reſt, they ate Men of good Parts, bert 
penetrating Wit, are Patient and Sincere, 


and 
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and would make very skilful Workmen, were 
they paid liberally. 
The ſecond Obſervation is, That they are not 


deſirous of new Inventions and Diſcoveries, if 


they think they enjoy all the Neceſſaries and 
Conveniencies ot Life, and reſt Contented 
chooſing rather to buy Goods from Stran: 
gers, than to learn the Art of making them; 
Tis well known how much Money the Jul 
and Perffans lay out in Watch- work, eſpe 
cially the 7Turks, who lay out at leaſt a hun. 
dred and fifty thouſand Crowns a Year, to 
my certain Knowledge; yet the Turk do 
not go about to learn that Trade which 
they fee fo Profitable, nor Paper making, 
tho' abſolutely Neceflary ; nor many ſuch 
like Trades. Neither is there in Perſia one 
ſingle Native that knows well, how to mend 
2 Watch. They have defired a hundred 
times to have Printing-Houſes z they 20 
knowledge the Uſefulneſs and Neceſhty of 
them; they ſee the Advantage and the Pro- 
fit of them; yet no body undertakes to (et 
up one. The Brother of the Great Maier, 
who was a very Learned Man, and tht 
King's Favourite, would have engaged mt, 
in the Year. 1676, to ſend for Workmel 
to teach them that Ingenious Art: He ſhew 
ed His Majeſty the Arabick.and Perſian Print 
ed Books I had given him; whereupon 1 
Contract was made ; but when they ſhould 
have laid down the Money, all was bod 

hoo off 
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off In the Indies likewiſe great Ouns are 
much in uſe; all the Strong Holds are ſtoted 
with them; all their Armies carry ſome into 
the Field; even great Retinues have ſome 
Josdnance with them, both Iron and Braſs 
yet the Caſting Trade is ſtill a Secret among 
them, and they had rather ſend into Europe 
for Guns, than employ both Europeans and 
Turks, who offer their Service every Day to 
caſt ſome. "Th. ol N 

The third Obſervation is, That the hot 
Climates enervate the Mind as well as the 
Body, lay the quickneſs of the Fancy, ne- 
ceſſary for the invention and improvement 
of Arts, In thoſe Climates the Men are not 


| 

„edle of Night Watchings, and of a cloſe 
ne Application, which brings forth the valu- 
be Works of the Liberal, and of the Me- 
ed chanick Arts. *Tis by the ſame Reaſon like- 
- WM viſe, that the Knowledge of the Aſeaticks 
of W's lo refrained, that it conſiſts only in learn- 


ing and repeating what is contain d in the 
Books of the Ancients; and that their In- 
er, WI duſtry lics Fallow and Untill'd, if I may ſo 
the erpreſs my felt. Tis in the North only we 
me, muſt look for the higheſt improvement and 
nen be greateſt perfection of the Arts and Sci- 
ew⸗ences. 13 
in The next Obſervation I am to make on 
ni be Method of the Eaſtern Artificers, is. That 
u hey need but few Tools about their Work. 
role is certainly an incredible thing, in out 
olf 8 Country, 
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Country, to hear how eaſily and conveni. 
ently theſe Workmen ſet themſelves up and 
Work at their Trade: Moſt of them have vin! 
neither Shop nor Shop- Bench; they go ant 
work wherever they are ſent for; they ſt Mx;4. 
on the bare Ground, or on an old Carpet 


thir 
ſo e 


in the corner of a Room, and in a Moment 4 
you ſee the Board np and the Workman tte 2 
Work fitting on his Breech, holding hi they 


Work with his Feet, and working with his 
Hands: The tinners of Kettles and Pang 
for Inſtance, who uſe ſo many things in En 
rope about their Work, go to People's How 
ſes in Perſia, and work there for the very 
ſame Charge: The Maſter, with his little 
Apprentice, brings his whole Shop with bim 
conſiſting in a Sack of Coal, a pair of Bellows 
a little Sodder, ſome Sal Armoniach, and 
ſome bits of Pewter in his Pocket. When 
he is come, he ſets up his Shop wherever 
you pleaſe, in the corner of the Yard, or o 
the Garden, or Kitchin, without any occaſion 
for a Chimney : He makes bis Fire againſt 
Wall, that he may ſet up his Pans againſt 
when he warms them; he lays his Bellows 
on the Ground, and covers the Pipe of the! 
with a little ſoft Clay ſhaped like 
Vault, then fits to his Work as well con 
tented as if he was in the largeſt and con 
venienteſt Shop. The Gold and Sil: 
Smiths, as well as the reſt, go like iſe a0 
work at People's Houſes, tho one * | 
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think their Tools are leſs ramageable, and not 
so eaſily removed; they carry a Clay, Au- 
vi ſhaped almoſt like a Chafing dich, but a 
rue higher: Their Bellows is but a plain 
rid. skin, with two bits of Stick at one end 
ot it, to ſtop the Hole that draws in the 
Air; and when they would blow it, they 
ie a ſmall Pipe at the other End of it, which 
they run into a Forge, and blow with the 
left Hand: They take thoſe Bellows drawn 
up like a Bag, out of a Leathern Bag, which 
ſerves them inſtead of a Filing-Skin, in 
mich they lay up alfo a pair of vr 


an Ingot- Mold, a Wiredrawing Iron, an A 
il, a Hammer, ſome Files, and other ſmal 
ools: The Maſter carries the Bag, and 
the Apprentice the Forge, and you fee 
hem go in that manner wherever they 
re ſent for, and go back at Night with 
beit Shop under their Arm. When the 
orkman is going to melt ſome Metal he 
makes his Crucibles as he wants them and 
yben he ſets himſelf to work, he faſtens 
be Skin to the Forge, and ſets the Anvil 
lown by him, and works in his Cap. 
Ihe Reaſon why they have their Work 
one at Home, is becauſe they won't truſt 
de Workmen, and would ſee whether — 
& done according to their Mind. 
As to the Polity of the Perſian Trades- 
jen, which is my fifth Obſervation, will 
form you of one thing only, That 
| S 2 the 
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the Trades have every one a Head to the 
Company elected out of their Body, whoh N pen 
appointed by the King; and that's all their 
Government. Yet ſtrictly ſpeaking, they do and 
not form a regular Body, for they never cord 
meet, They have neither Guards, nor WV rhe 
ſitors, but ſome few Cuſtoms only, which nen 
the Head of the Trade Cauſes to be obſe, Wig 
ved; as for Example; That there be do tu 
ways a due Diſtance between the Shops and Mice 
Tradeſmen of the ſame Trade, except in te indec 
Places which are particularly deſigned the! 
one ſort of Work. Whoever is about to ſe 
up a Shop in any Trade, goes to the Head 
of the Trade, give his Name and Place of 
Abode to be ſet down in the Regiſter, and 
pays ſome ſmall Fee for it. The Head ne- 
ver enquires of what Country the Trades 
man'is, nor who was his Maſter, nor whe- 
ther he underſtands his Trade. The Trade! 
likewiſe have no Reſtrictions, to hinder on 
from incroaching upon another. A Tink 
makes Silver Baſons, if they are beſpoke 
every one undertakes what he pleaſes, ant 
they never Sue one another upon that 20 
count. There is likewiſe no binding of 4 
prentices among them, and they learn tbe 
Trades for nothing: Far from it; the BY) 
that are put out Prentices with a Mallet 
have Wages the very firſt Day they go" 
him. The Parents make an Agreement 
tween the Maſter and Prentice for ſo mc! 
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per Day the firſt Year; 'a Half-penny, or a 
Penny a Day, according to the Age of the 
Prentice, and the Hardſhip of the Trade ; 
and the Wages encreaſe now and then, ac- 
cording to the Prentices's Improvement. 
The thing is ſtill without any mutual Con- 
fnement, with reſpe& to Time, as I have 
aid; the Maſter having always the Liberty 
to turn away his Prentice, and the Pren- 
tice to leave his Maſter. There it is 
indeed that Knowledge maſt be ſtolen ; for 
the Maſter thinking on the Profit he may 
reap by his *Prentice, more than on teach- 
ing him his Trade, doth not trouble him- 
ſelf much with him, but employs him only 
in thoſe things that relate to his Profit, The 
Trades are bound to the King's Average, z. e. 
todo the King's Work when they are or- 
derd; and the Trades which are not em- 
ployd in that Work, as the Shoe-makers, 
the Cap makers, the Drawer-makers, pay a 
Tax to the Place call d Cargh Padcha, i. e. 
the King's Expence. Ee” 

come now to Arts and Trades in Parti- 
cular, and ſhall begin with Fusbandry. I 
have already obſerved the Saying of the 
Young Cyrus, That the Kingdom of Perſia 
ir of ſo large an Extent, that Winter and 
dummer happen there at the ſame time. So that 
you will eaſily believe what I am going to 
lay, viz. That they Sow and Reap at the 
lame time. And what is obſervable again, 
{4 8 3 you 
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you may ſee that great Variety in fixſcore 
Leagues riding only. I obſerved at leiſure 
that wonderful Variety in the Year 1669, 
coming from the Perſian Gulph to Iſpaban in 
the Month ot February. After three or four 
Days Journey from Ormus to Laar in Cars 
menia, I found them Reaping; as I went on 
further, I ſaw the Corn grow every Day 
greener : And laſtly, twenty Days ride be. 
yond, I ſaw them Sowing of it. Harveſt 
begins in June at Iſpaban, which is about 
the Center of the Kingdom; but the fruit. 
fulneſs of the Soil depending chiefly on the 
Water throughout the whole Kingdom,! 
ſhall tell you before Igo any further, how 
the Perſſans get it, and how they convey it 
from one Place to another. p< 
They divide, in Perſia, the Water into 
four ſeveral ſorts; two on the Ground, 
which are the River Water and Spring Wa- 
ter ; and two under Ground, »iz, That of 
Walls, and that of ſubterraneous Conduits 
» They dig at the foot of Hills for Water, 
and when they have found a Spring, they 
guide it in ſubterraneous Conduits to ten 
Leagues diſtance, and ſometimes further, 
down Hill all the Way, that it may run the 
ſwifter. No People in the World know bet. 
ter how to Husband Water than the Perſian. 
Thoſe Conduits or Channels, are ſometimes 
near fifteen Fathom deep; and I have ſeen 
ſome of them of that depth: They are fy 
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fly meaſured, for at every ten Fathom di- 
ſtance, there are Vent-holes, the Diameter 
whereof is as big as that of our Wells. One of 
my Neighbours at Ipaban, Son of the Viſier 
of Coraſſon, alias the Ancient Ba@riane, has 
often told me, that his father had found in the 
Regiſter Books of the Province, that there 
had been formerly forty-two Thouſand Ken- 
ſes, and that ſome of the Wells were unfa- 
thomable ; and that by report, they were 
ſeven hundred and fifty Guezes deep. The 
Gueze is the Perſian Ell, which is four and 
thirty Inches long: At that rate, they 
would be three hundred and fifty four Fathom 
deep, which is incredible. However it may be 
inferr'd i from thence what numbers of Con- 
duits there is all over the Kingdom, and 
their wonderful Art in making of them. I 
was told alſo in Media, that in the ſpace of 
ſixty Years only, the number of thoſe un- 
derground Conveyances was grown leſs by 
tour Hundred than it was. There is certain - 
ly no Nation in the World that underſtands 
ſo well the way of Undermining, and making 
Conveyances under Ground, as the Perſfars. 
Thoſe ſubterraneous Ways are uſually about 
nine Foot deep, and three Foot broad. 
Beſides the River and Canal Water, 
they have Well-Water almoſt through- 
out the whole Kingdom : They draw the 
Water with Oxen in great Leathern Pails, 
which comm@nly hold near two hundred and 
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fifty pound weight : The Pail has at th* 
bottom a Leathern Pipe about three Foo! 
long, and half a Foot Diameter, which js 
turned up with a Cord tied at the top of 
the Well, to hinder the Water from running 
out: The Ox draws up the Pail by a thick 
Rope, which turns round a Wheel three 
Foot Diameter, faſtned at the top of the 
Well like a Pully, and brings it to a Baſon 
hard by, wherein it empties itſelf out of the 
Pipe, then the Water afterwards branches 
out into the Lands. Note, that they 
make the Ox draw down a Deſcent 2. 
bout thirty Degrees below the Horizon, the 
Gardiner fitting on.the Rope to eaſe him- 
ſelf, and the Ox likewiſe ; ſo that the Con- 
trivance, tho' a Ruſtick one, is eaſy both in 
the Performance, and in the Expence, re- 
quiring one Man only to manage it. 

As to the diſtribution of the River and 
Spring Water, it is made Weekly. or Month- 
ly, as occaſion requires, in this manner: 
They lay on the Canal, which conveys the 
Water into the Field, a Braſs Bowl round 
and thin, with a little Hole in the Center 
of it, whereat the Water comes in by De- 
grees and when the Bowl ſinks the Meaſure 
is full, and they begin again, till the quan 
tity of Water agreed upon, be all run into 
the Field. The Cup is commonly near three 
Hours before it ſinks. They make uſe like- 
wiſe of that Contrivance in th Eaſt, to mea. 


ſure tbe Time by: Tis the only Cloth ann 
un- 
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dun- Dial they have in ſeveral Parts of the 
Indies, eſpecially in Forts, and in Noble- 
mens Houſes, where a Guard is ſet. The 
Gardens pay ſo much a Year for Water fo 
many times a Month; the Water never 
miſſes coming on the Day appointed ; 
then every one opens the Canal of his Gar. 
den, to let in the Water : As they water a 
great part of a Garden at ance, it would be 
very eaſy to let in more Water into one's 
Garden than one ought to do, and ſo keep 
it out of another's bur that kind of 
Cheat, is ſtrictly forbidden, and the guilt, 
of it is ſeverely puniſhed. The better 
to underſtand how the Water is diſtribated, 
you muſt know that every Province has an 
Officer appointed over the Water of the 
e- ſaid Province, who is called Mirab, i. e. 

Prince of the Water, and orders the diſtri- 
d bution of it every where very exactly, his 
b- Men attending conſtantly at the Brook's and 
r: Wl Streams, to let it into the Lands and the 
ne Fields, according to his-Order. It is a very 
nd profitable Office: The Officer of Iſpaban, for 
er Wl Inſtance, gets by his Place four Thouſand 
e. Lemans per Ann. or ſixty Thouſand Crowns 
re of French Money, without reckoning his 
n" Wl Deputy's Profits. The Land and Gardens 
to ot that Royal City, and of the Neighbours 
rec ing Parts. pay twenty Pence a Year to the 
ke- King by G rb, which is their common Land 
ea” WI Meaſure, and is leſs than an Acre, for River 
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or Spring Water, for the other Water iz 
free, Beſides the conſtant Duty of Twenty. 
pence per Girib, there are the ordinary and 
extraordinary Preſents made to the Mira; 
tor Inſtance : When any Body wants Water, 
he muſt go and complain to bim: He uſu- 
ally anſwers, that there is no Water in the 
Country : But as ſoon as one has made hin 
a Preſent (for no Body fails doing it, leſt 
the Fruits and the Corn ſhould. be ſpoiled) 
the Water comes in plentifully. River 
Water and Spring Water, differ in the 
Rate, the Jatter being cheaper than the 
other, becauſe it is neither ſo muddy nor fo 
ſweet. 1 011 

They Plough with a Share drawn by lean 
Oxen (for the Perſian Oxen do not grow 
fat as ours do) Yoked, not by their Horns, 
but with an Arch and a Breaſt- Leather The 
Plough ſhare is very ſmall, and the Coulter 
doth but ſcratch the Ground as it were: A 
faſt as the Ground is turned up, the Plough- 
men break the Clots with great wooden 
Mallets, and with a ſmall Harrow ; then 
with a Spade they ſmooth the Ground, and 
mark it out into Squares, like the Graſs-Plots 
in a Garden, and make the borders of them 
a Foot high, more or leſs, according to ths 
quantity of Water it requires. The Rub 
they obſerve in watering the Squares, 1s '9 
let it be high enovgh for a Duck to ſwim in 
and that is the way of watering their Gr 
dens every We ck. The 
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The moſt common Corn in Pera is Wheat, 
which is very good, and very clean; and 
Barley, Rice, and Millet, whereof they make 
Bread in ſome Places, as in Courdeſtan, when 
their Corn happens to be ſpent before Har- 
veſt, They ſow neither Oats nor Rye, ex- 
cept, in the Places Inhabited by the Ar- 
nin an?: Their Rye is ſown for ſome par- 
ticular Occaſions in Lent, Rice is the moſt 
general Food of the Country, and the moſt 
delicious, as has been already obſerv'd. The 
Perſfans Wonder our Noblemen do not eat 
it, and ſay, that God has kept from us the 
wholſomeſt and pleaſanteſt Food in Nature. 
That Corn grows up in three Months time, 
tho' they tranſplant ir after it is Bolled : For 
at firſt they ſow it as they do other Corn, 
then they remove it one Stalk after another 
Into a well ſoak'd and muddy Ground ; for 
it muſt be kept conſtantly water d; and 
that's it that makes the Air ſo unwholſome 
where it grows, becauſe there breed abun» 
dance of lnſects in that muddy Water, ſuch 
25 Toads, and others: And when they would 
have the Rice to ripen, they turn away 
the Water and drain the Field; then the 
Inſects die and infect the Air. The Rice 
ag after it is laid dry, in eight Days 
ime, 2 
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Beſides the way of watering the Land, y 
uſed by the Perſians, they have likewiſe the 
way of Storcoration, ſo much eſteemed for- 
merly by the Romans in Husbandry. That i ü 
it where with they improve their Land in 
Perſia, inſtead of Horſe- Dung, which they c 
uſe to litter their Horſes with, as has been ſaid, l 
The Country · men heap up together all the a 
Filth and Dirt of the Streets, fill Sacks with i 


it, and carry it Home on their Aſſes, which x 
doth not coſt them much, for otherwise / 


they would go back empty. The Perſir 
Towns have no common Sewers, , every 8 
Houſe has one near it, or inſtead of it, a 


hole in the Ground a foot deep, which is ; 
alſo their Houſe of Office. 'The goers and a 
commers do not perceive it at firſt, the dry- 

: neſs of the Air diſpelling the ill ſmell, 0 
You ſee the Countrymen, as ſoon as they 
have unloaded their Aﬀes or Mules in the : 
Market, clear the Privies, and load their c 
Beaſts with the. Filth. The Houſes which - 


have not a Sink-hole in the Street, let, as it [ 
were, their Dung by the Year to ſome truſty 
Countrymen, who preſent the Maſter ever) 
Year with ſome Fruit, for allowing them à [ 
free egreſs and regreſs to the Houſe, They 
come to them, conſtantly every Week, eſpe- 
clally to the great Houſes, where they 
had rather load their Beaſts than elſewhere. ; 
The Melons and Cucumbers, which require ; 
as | r very 
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very hot Dung, they warm with Pidgeon 
and Man's Dung. The Coontrymen ſay 
there is a remarkable difference in the Fruit, 


that grows in the Beds dung d, with the 


Excrements of great Fleſh-eaters, and Wine- 
drinkers, as the Europeans are; they do not 
lay that Dung on the Land as it is,, leſt it 
would ſcorch it with its heat; they throw it 
into a great Pit in their Yard, all the Sum- 
mer long, and when the Pit is half full, 
they fill it up with Moulds, the Rain and 
Snow that falls on it incorporates them to- 
gether, they let it lie ſo for the ſpace of two 
Tears, then uſe it. They reckon three dif- 
ferent ſorts of Dung; that which they ga- 
ther up higgledy piggledy; that which the 
Countrymen get out of Sinks and Privies, 
and is unmix d, and the Pidgeon Dung. 
With the help of that Manure, the Land, 
whether Sandy, Stony, or Clay, is made 
capable of all ſorts of Seeds; and there is 
ſome Land that bears Barley twice a Tear. 
In the Neighbour-hood of great Cities, the 
Land never lies Fallow; aſſoon as one ſort 
of Fruit is gathered, they ſet another. Two 
or three Years after the Land has been 
Dunged, it grows dry; but they Dung it 
again preſently, and Water it, and tlien it 
recovers its former Fruitfulneſs. 
They do not Thraſh the Corn with Flails 
in Barns, as we do, but they take it out of 
theStalk in this Manner, They gather —_— 
Stalks 


- 
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Stalks into round Heaps of about forty Foot 
Diameter, not fearing (as we do) either 
Thieves or Storms, then they lay down 
part of them with Forks, and draw over 
them ſmall Sledges with Iron Wheels; the 
Sledge is about three Foot long, and two 
broad ; the top of it being higher than the 
bottom, is, as it were, a Seat for the Cartman, 
the Bottom, of which is made of four Piece: 
of Wood, laid ſquare, has a. croſs them 
three round Sticks, and ſometimes four, 
which are inftead of Axle-Trees ;. thoſe 
round Sticks are like our Paſtry Cooks Roul. 
ing Pins, and go in ſome Iron Wheels, made 
Something like the Wheels of our Jacks, but 
that they are dented ſharp, moſt like the 
Teeth of a Saw ; they put any Beaſt to 
that Cart, either a Horſe, an Aſs, an Ox, 
or a Mule, and ſet on him a little Boy, who 
puts him to a full Trott; thoſe M heels 
break and cut the Straw, and ſqueze the 
Corn out of the Ears, without breaking it, 
becauſe it ſlips between the Teeth ; ſome 
Men, who ſtands by, thruſt the Straw under 
the Sledges, and the Corn being the hea iet 
remains at the bottom, as I have already 
obſerv'd ; they draw ſeven or eight Sledges 
one after another, over one Heap, accord- 
ing to the bigneſs of it, and each Beaſt runs 
round it, three or four Hours together. 
then they take it out of the Sledge, and 
without covering him, he ſweats they 

4. un- 
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unhood- wink him, and Fodder him, putting 
another Beaſt to the Sledge, in the Room ot 
bim; when the Straw is cut in that Manner, 
it ſerves for Fodder to all Carriage Beaſts : 
For in Perſia, there is no Hay, the Country 
is too dry, and/too hot, to bring any; be- 
fides, that Straw is better and'cooler for them. 
In ſome Countries, the Horſes, Oxen, and 
Males, run round the Heap, and tread” the 
Corn out of the Ears. 

Rice is not ſo eaſily weird: Men who 
have a great many Slaves, make them beat it 
in a Wooden Mortar, but they commonly 
make uſe of a Machine, or great Beam, 
which falls on the Rice that lies in a Hole, 
made in the Ground, laid with Bricks, 
about three Foot Diameter, and three Foot 
Deep ; the Beam is four Foot long, one of 
the Ends of it holds by an Hinge, being 
faſten'd like an Axle-Tree, at the other End 
is a thick Iron-Ring, half (barp, of about 
four Inches Diameter; a Man raiſes the Beam 
with treading on the Breech, and the End of 
it falls on the Rice, thro the Iron Ring, 
which breaks the Shell of the Corn; the 
Art conſiſts in ſaving the Corn, and not 
breaking it, The Whiteſt Rice being the 
moſt valued, they rub it after it is ſhell 'd with 
Flower and Salt, mixed together. 

What I found moſt Obſervable in their 
Husbandry, is the way of dreſſing Vines in 
Armenia, in Media, and in their adjacerit 
Parts; 


272 A Generel Deſcription of PERSIA. 


— —— a sf 


Parts; the Winter being there very ſharp 
and long, they lay their Vines in the Ground 
all Winter long, and in the Spring, they 
uncover them. That Art might perhapy 
ſucceed very well in England, and in all 
other cold Countries in Europe I have ob 
ſerv'd in my Travels from Paris to Iſpahar, 
that in Georgia, and in the Eaſtern Hercanis 
they do not dreſs their Vines ; they grow 
round great high Trees, and bear for all 
that, the moſt delicious Grape, of which 
the beſt Wine in the World is made. Take 
Notice here, that throughout the Kingdom 
they do not prop their Vines, becauſe the 
Stocks of them are very large, being about 
eight Inches Diameter, The Grapes that 
grow at Carbin are the biggeſt | ever ſaw, 
and the beſt in the World; they grow in a 
very hot and ſcorching Climate, yet after 
the Vine hath Bloſſom d it doth not Rain 
one Drop on it, neither is it Water d. 

When they find an Ant walk, or ſome 
other Inſe&s, that go to gnaw the Stock, or 
eat the Fruit, they ſcrape the Foot of it,and 
lay ſome new Mould round it, and that turns 
away the Inſects from it. 

Their way of Rearing Melons is likewiſe 
very Curious; therefore they have the belt 
Melons in the World, except perhaps thoſe 
of 'Balk, and of other Places of little Ta- 
tary, which ſome Men like better ; the) 
Rear em up in the open Air, and never 1 
| Gardens, 
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Gardens, finding they are ſmother'd there; 
that is very far from covering them with 
Glaz'd Frames, and with Bells, as. we do. 
They ſow the Melons in Mould, mix d with 
Pidgeons Dung, and as ſoon as they are knit, 
they lift up the Shanks of them, and lay 
them on Beds, that the Water that runs into 
the Field may not touch them ; when they 
begin to be as big as a Walnut, they take 
from the Stalk the moſt backward and ſmal- 
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leſt of them, and ſack off with their Tongue 


a kind of Down, that grows on the Rind, 
which holding the Duſt, that the Wind 
and Sun raife upon it, makes in Time a cau- 


ſtick Skin, which waſts the Moiſture of the 


Fruit, ſtops its Growth, and takes away 
Its Sweetneſs. When the Melons are grown 
as big as Apples, they lift up the Stalks of 
them again, and lay them on a little Bank, 
that they may be the more expoſed to the 
Air, and the better ſecured from Wett ; they 
now and then uncover the Roots of them, 
about three Inches deep, and lay about them 
ſome Pidgeons Dung, which they cover 
again with Mould, and then Water them; 
they do it to quicken the Root. Their Me- 
lons have all of them a fine ſmooth Skin, 
not divided into Ridges, as ours are. 

The Rearing up of the Palm-Tree is alſo 
remarkable; when that Tree is four Years 
old, which is a very tender Age for a Tree 
that lives two Ages, as I have W 

| elſe- 


5 


274 A General Deſcription of PERSla, il © 


elſewhere; they dig a Hole cloſe. by the 
Tree, but not fo cloſe as to uncover the MI A 


Root of it, and after they have dug nearthiry Wl '< 
Foot deep, ſlanting, they throw into tha {Ml *. 
Hole a great deal of Pidgeons Dung, and Ml ®' 
other Dung, and fill it up; the Intent of jt c 


is to make the Tree bear good Fruit; when 
the Trees are grown big enough to ben 
Fruit, they take in Bloſſom time, Sprigsof 
the Male Palm-Tree Bloſſoms, and Graft 
them on the Top of the Female Palm-Trey 
juſt where they Bud, and as it were in ther 
Womb: It has the ſame Effect as Seed, and 
they ſay that without it, the Fruit would be 
but ſmall and dry. 

I come now to the Perſian Architefture, 
I mean their way of Building, 

The Perfar Houſes are not built of Stone, 
not becauſe Stone is ſcarce, but becauſe it is 
not a proper Material to build with in hot 
Countries; neither are they built of Tim- 
ber, except the Ceilings of great Houſe, 
and the Columns and Pilaſters that bear'em 
up ; the Material is Brick, either hardned 
in the Sun, or burnt in the Fire; and fora 
much as their Houſes are but Plaiſter'd ove, 
they are very far from affording ſo noble: 
Proſpect as ours do; but within they tt 
very Convenient, and look very Ally; 
they ſeldom make ſtately Porches, or ovt 
ward Ornaments to them. The way of tie} 


Country is very contrary to thoſe Pieces o 
. Arch 
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Architecture, made for She w: Far from that, 


s you ſee in moſt Houſes, about fix Foot 
J within the Entry of the Houſe, a Wall, as 


4 WW bigh and as broad as the Entry, which is 
as it were, a Skreen, to hinder the Goers an 

Comers from looking into the Yard. The 
Houſes have commonly no Rooms, but 
Ground Rooms, thoſe which have Upper- 
« Wl Stories, have but one, and their Ground 
Rooms are ſo much the lower Roofed : Tis 


| BY ould very likely be the way of ours, had 
de WI notthe Dampneſs of our Climate obliged” us 

to remove from the Ground ; whereas, they 
te ſcruple not in the Eaſt, and eſpecially in 


Perſia, to build low, and even to build un- 


ge. der Ground, as it is practiſed in the cold 
is BY Parts of the Kingdom, becauſe the Air be- 
ot ing clear and dry, the Low Rooms are con- 
m. ſequently as wholſome as the Upper Rooms. 
ſes, Our conſtant Cuſtom of Lodging in the firſt 
om and ſecond Floors incapacitates us to judge of 
the Inconveniency of going up and down 
continually, and was it not for that, we 
would find that Inconveniency as trouble- 
ſome as ir ſeems to be to the Eaſterlings : 
But it is time you ſhould be a little acquain- 


the Conſtruction of their Edifices. 

The Tiles or Claybricks, are made in 
thin Wooden-Moulds, eight Inches long, 
ſix Inches broad, and two Inches and a half 

T 2 thick 


de way of all the Eaferz Countries, and it 


ted with the Materials us'd among them, in 
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thick, The Brick · makers tread the Clay with 
their Feet, they uſually blend it with poun- 
ded Straw, cut ſmall, to make it ſtick the 
better, and that the Bricks and Tiles which 
are made of it be not brittle, and may al 
longer ; they draw afterwards their Hand 
over them, to ſmooth them, after they have 
dipt them in a Tub of Water, mixed with 
Straw cut ſmaller than the firſt ; tbey tale 
out the Mould, and fet the Tile a drying, 
which is done in three Hours time, then 
they take them up, and lay them one againlt 
another, where they make an end of drying, 
Thoſe Tiles coſt but eight or nine Pence a 
Hundred at the Place where they makethem, 


but if you have them made at Home, and 


find Materials, you give but about three 
Pence a Hundred. The poor People make 
their Tiles without Straw, except a little on 
the top of them, 

As to the burnt Bricks, they are made ol 
two Parts Clay, and one Part Aſhes, well 
work d together in Wooden-Moulds, bigget 
then the Tile-Mould ; they lay them feve- 
ral Days in the Sun a drying, then they (ct 
em in a great Kiln, ſometimes twenty Cubis 
high, one againſt another, at ſome diſtancy, 
which diſtance is filled up with Plaſter; the) 
ſtop the Oven, and keep Fire in it three 
Days, and three Nights together. Those 
Bricks are red and hard, and coſt about 


Crown a Hundred, * 
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Their Plaſter, which is call'd Gueteß, is 
not like ours in every Reſpect, it is neither 
ſo fine, nor fo white, how well ſoever it 
may be prepared; they fetch it not from the 
Places where it is made, as we do, for they 
have none amongſt them, they take it out of 
the Mountains in large Stones, and in great 
Plenty; they burnit, then pound it, or 
bruiſe it with a great Grinding-ſtone, thicker 
than a Mill-ſtone, but not ſo broad by two 
Thirds of the Diameter, it turns round on its 
Back, and a Man always ſtands by, with a 
Shovel, to throw the Plaſter under the 
Grinding-ſtone. The Countrymen bring Plai- 
ſter, eſpecially in Winter, becauſe then they 
have little to do at Home, and want Dung 
for their Land. They have alſo Plenty of 
Lime, and they bruiſe it with their Feet, 
without being burnt : Beſides Lime, they 
have alſo a white Earth, which they get in 
the Stone Quarries, in ſmall Bits, like Plaſter; 
that Earth diſſolves in Water as ſoon as tis 
put into it; they Whiten Houſes with it, 
anꝗ it does incomparably better than the Pla- 
ſter. The Houſes of the common People 
are Painted with a brown Colour, made 


yellow Earth. : | 
Before I gg on any further, I will ſpeak 
two Words concerning the Soil, ſuch as tis 
in the Province of Parthia. Firſt, it is hard 
and cloſe in the Surface, three Foqt deep; 
R T 3 WW 


| with a ſort of Earth call d, Zerd guill, i. e. 
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you find reddiſh and blackiſh Streaks, and 
Veins near three Fingers broad ; a little 
deeper: the Earth is partly Gravel, partly 
Clay, and under that is quick Sand; next 
to it you find a ſolid and hard Soil, and if 
you dig deeper, you come to a Layer of 
Flints ; beyond which, viz. twenty Foot in 
all from the Surface, you find the Water; 
the Wells are ſeldom deeper than five and 
twenty Foot. 

At Iſpaban, which is the Metropolis of 
the Empire, the Soil is naturaly Clay, and 
as weighty as a Rock, ſo that if the Place 
where they build be Virgin Ground, which 
was never dug up, the Perſſan build upon 
it without any Foundation at all; but if 
the Ground bas been broken up before, they 
dig ſometime three Cubits deep, before they 
come to hard Ground, and they fill the 
Foundation with Clay Bricks, laying be- 
tween every Layer of Brick a Layer of Plat 
ſer; thoſe Bricks are made of the ſame 
Clay which is dug out of the Foundations; 
then they begin to build the Wall with 
thoſe Clay Bricks, which they do over with 
Clay, mixed with Straw, and Kagmil, i. e. 
Mud and Straw, made of the fame Material 
as the Bricks ; the Wall is built by Layer 
which they let dry, before they lay a ne. 
one on, and it is built ſo, that the higher 
It riſes, the narrower it grows; the top 
the Wall is cover'd with a Layer - Fre 

NT tp 4 ricks, 
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pricks, to keep out Water the better, or 
eſe it is overlaid with thoſe Tiles bak d 
in the Sun, laid cloſe at the Top, and hol- 
low at the Bottom, that the Water may run 


off. All their Walls are very thick, yet 


more or leſs, according to their highth ; 
the Foundation of the moſt ſubſtantial Houſes 
are of red Brick, a Foot above the Surface of 
the Ground: In that Manner are built the 
Walls of Yards, Gardens, and of all ſorts of 
Incloſures; thoſe Houſes are overlaid with 
Lime and Plaiſter, well mix'd and beaten to- 
gether, which makes a wonderful hard Ce- 
ment, becauſe the Plaiſter is a little Stony, 
even when it is beaten, but it is not ſo white 
as ours, I have not ſeen in any Part of the 
World higher Walls than in Pera; they 
outdo thoſe of the moſt private Monaſteries, 
eſpecially the Walls that incloſe great Mens 
Houſes, and that's the uſual Token where- 
by they know the Palaces in this Kingdom. 

The Top, or Covering of a Houſe, is always 
vaulted, they cannot build it otherwiſe, un- 
leſs they build it of a Timber Cieling: That's 
it that has made the Perſſan Bricklayers fo 


Skilful in making of Vaults and Domes. 


There is no Country in the World where 
they make Domes, both ſo high and fo ſtate- 
ly ; their Skill in that ſort of Work appears 
in that they uſe no Scafolds, to make the 
ſmall Arches and the little Domes, as they 
do in Europe. The Vaults of the Houſes 
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are built low, and flat, becauſe they com- 
monly make Terraces on the top, by filling 
the ſpace between the Cupolas, and levelling 
of it, that they may take the freſh Air, and 
lie there: But in Houſes of t he common peo. 
ple, they let the Vaults lie as they are, and 
don't fill the ſpace between them, without 
they are overcaſt with Mortar, like the or- 
dinary Walls, or done with Brick, the better 
to keep them againſt Snow and Rain. They 
ſer round the Terraces of all ſubſtantial 
Mens Houſes, Rails, about three Foot and 
half high to lean on: As for the Houſe: 
Floors, they are made either of plain Earth, 
or of Brick, or of Plaiſter ; but commonly 
they are made of Earth onlv. 

The Shell of the Houſe being finiſhed, they 
ſet about the inſide of it ; they overcaſt it 
firſt with the Mortar, call'd Kaguil, then 
put on a Layer of fine Plaſter, then they 
whiten it, or do it over with beaten Tal- 
cum, which isa Duſt of the Stone Talcum, 
blendid with Lime, that gives a fine Gloſs to 
the Walls, Vaults, and other Things that 
are overcaſt with it, for you would think 
that thoſe Walls are Silver'd over; there- 
fore the Perſians call that Duſt Zer, varat, 
1. e. Leaf Silver. | 

As to the Ornaments, the moſt common 
are thoſe of Painting. which I have treated 
of before. They ſeldom have any Carv d- 
work, and what they have is only F lone 
I enn 
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and Foliage, which they rough Carve in the 
Plaiſter, with the Chiſel z the Rais d- work be · 
ing pretty flat, remains white; and the 
Ground is greyiſh; they Paint that rongh 
Carviog, and afterwards lay Gold and Blue 
on it, which much ſet off thoſe Ornaments. 
I have already obſerv'd, that the /Moresk- 
work, done on the Houſes, is very Beautiful, 
and looks Charmingly; the clearneſs of the 
Air contributes much to it; for it hinders 
the Colours, which of themſelves are al- 
ready wonderfally bright from fading : I 
have ſeen Colours no where ſo fine as in 
Perſia, for the Beautifulneſs, Duration and 
Thickneſs both of the Natural and Artift- 
cial Colours. The dampneſs of the Exro- 
rean Climates ſpreads a Miſt over the Colours, 
which deadens and dulls them; ſo that it 
may be ſaid, that thoſe who have never 
viſited the Eaſter» Countries, are Stran- 
gers to the ſhining and bright Part of Na- 
ture. | 2 

As to the inward Shape and Contrivance 
of the Houſes, the Nobleſt are commonly 
raiſed between two and four Foot abovethe 
Surface of the Ground, with four Fronts, 
that Face the four Cardinal Winds, A Bank 
about eight Foot deep, encompaſſes the Bo- 
dy of the Houſe, which contains commonly 
a ſmall Parlour in the Middle, with four large 
Parlours round it, Open at the Top, which 
look like great Porches or Portico's, in which 


%. 
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from thirty to forty Perſons, and ſometimes 
- hundred, may fit round on a Line. Thoſe 
great Porches are parted from the little Par. 
jour but by Saſhes, or thin Doors, which are 
likewiſe inſtead of Windows, reaching from 
the Ground to the Vault. Take Notice, that 
the Arch begins commonly at half the hight 
of the Wall; the Houſes are all open in 
Front, or only ſhat in with Saſhes; at the 
Corners of the Porches are little low Rooms 

or Cloſets, made of bare Walls, without 
Windows, the Light coming in at the Door 
which are wide and open, with two Leaves, 
that fold over one another, like Window- 
Shutters. TheStatelineſs of the Perſian Hou- 
ſesconſiſts in being ſo open atthe Top, that 
one fitting within fide of the Houſe, may fit 
as cool as if he ſat without Doors. That 
Manner of Building looks very handſome, 
and very convenient in Pera, where the Win- 
ter is ſnort, and the Air is dry, hot, and 
clear; but it would not agree with us Euro- 
peans'; the dampneſs of the Air would ſoon 
have ruin d thoſe Clay-Houſes; they make 
in the Parlours, or Winter Porches, and in 
the Rooms adjoining, ſmall Chimneys, the 
Mantle-Trees whereof are but about three 
Foot high, and about two Foot broad, in 
the Shape of a Semi-Circle, and which reaches 
down'low enough to keep in the Smoke ; 
they burn the Wood upright in them; they 
make the Chimneys ſo ſmall, both _ 
| LOS 
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Wood is pretty ſcarce in Perſſa, and becauſe 
they uſually warm themſelves in a ſort of 
Chaffing diſh or Furnace, in this Manner; 
they make a great Hole in the Floor of 
thoſe Parlours, and of the Winter Rooms, 
near twenty Inches deep, and eight Foot 
Diameter, according to the wideneſs of the 
Room; thoſe Holes are coverd over 1 

Summer with Boards, under the Carpets, an 

are not ſeen ; in Winter they uncover them, 
and ſet over them a Wooden Table, a Foot 
high, and a Foot wider than the Hole on 
which it ſtands, and they ſpread on the 
Table one or two ſtitch'd Coverlets, which 
hang down half a Yard round the Table ; 
when they have Occaſion to uſe the Furnace, 
they put in a few Coals, well lighted, and 
ſtrewed over with a few Aſhes, to make 
them laſt the longer, then they draw near 
the Table cloſe to the Hole, and lay the end 
of the Coverlet in their Laps, as high as 
their Waſte ; there they fit very warm, and 
very eaſy, and the Heat inclines them inſen- 
ſibly to a ſweet Slumber ; and they eat in the 
Winter over that Fire, andlie round itz the 
* * call it, Courſi, i. e. Seat, becauſe that 
Table looks like a Seat. In the Houſes be- 
longing to the common People, the Win- 
dows, which are like our Lattices, are made 
of the Plain Tree, which is a very fine ſort of 
Wood: But in Noble Men's Houſes, they are 
all Saſhes, whereof the Squares are made of a 


thick 
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thick waved Glaſs, to hinder Peoples looking 
in, and are of all Colours irregularly, and 
without order, ſome Red; ſome Green, ſome 
Yellow, and ſo on; they make alſo a kind 
of Windows the Glaſs whereof is ſet in Plz. 
ſter, in the Figure of Birds, or of Flower. 
Pots, and the reſt is of bits of Glaſs of all 
Colours. in imitation of the natural Colours 
of what is there repreſented. oy 

In all Houſes, and even in the meaneſt, 
there are Baſons of Water, the Make where- 
of is very ſtrong, built with Bricks, over- 
caſt with a Cement call d, Abacſia, i. e. black 
Lime, which in proceſs of time, becomes 
harder than Marble; they make that Cement 
with very fine Aſhes, taken out of the 
Hearths of Baths, mix d with half the Quan- 
tity of quick Lime, and with a kind of Down 
beaten very well together for a whole Day, 
as tho they would make an Amalgation; 
that Down grows on the top of ſome Reeds, 
and is ſo light, that it is carry'd away with a 
Breath; it is call'd, Louy, ſome (ay, tis the 
Tipha of the Herbaliſts : Some Bricklayers 
bind that Mortar with very fine Flocks, or 
ſmall Kid- hair; both thoſe Materials are a 
fure Proof againſt the Water, and the Fire 
alſo; but the Froſt cracks them, and makes 
them ſcale off ; that Miſchief is prevented, 
by draining thoſe Baſons in the Winter, and 
filling them with Tree Leaves, and afterwards 
covering them with Matts or Carpets : 15 
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this is meant of the Baſons in the common 
Peoples Houſes; for in rich Mens Houſes, 
the Baſons are built of a very hard Free- 
ſtone, Edged all round with white Mar- 
ble. | bie YO Eu ) 

The Wood-work of Houſes conſiſts only 
in Doors and Saſhes, which are fixed with- 
out Hinges, or any other Iron-work, in this 
Manner ; They leave at the top and bottofn 
of the Door a round Piece of Wood, and 
they make a Hole at the top in the Corner of 
the Lintel, and one at the bottom in the 
Threſhold, where the Pieces of Wood àrè to 
go in, and ſerve inſtead of Hinges for the 
Door to turn on, and in'that Manner, they 
hang all the Doors in the Eaſt, and even in 
Palaces, as well as other Houſes : There 
were no other ſorts of Doors in the famous 
Buildings of Solomon. Thus the Houſes in 
thoſe Countries are built without Smiths as 
well as without Carpenters; no Iron work is 
to be ſeen in their Edifices, but a Pin with 
a hole in it, and a' Chain and Padlock 
to faſten the Door with; the Perſians do not 
uſe Iron Locks, their Locks are made of 
Wood, and ſo are their Keys, but very dif- 
ferent. from ours; for the Lock is like alittle 
Harrow, that goes half way into a Wooden 
Staple, and the Key is a Wooden Handle; 
at the End whereof are ſome Wooden Points, 
alſo ſet,” which they thruſt in at the top of 
the Staple, and with them lift up the little 

Harrow. 
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Harrow. There i is no Lead us d, neither i in 
the Building of the Houſes, every thing, 
and even the Spouts being made of Wood. 
The Saſhes are made either of Squares of 
Glaſs, or of Oil'd Cloth, Painted, and very 

fine and tranſparent. I forgot to tell * 
that they make in the thick Walls, as hy 
been ſaid, Niches a Foot deep, which ſerve 
as Shells and Cupboards; they are contriv'd 
in ſeveral Shapes, and Painted afterwards of 
the Colour of the Wall; they are very con- 
venient to ſet either Flower Pots, Perfum 
ing Pots, Books, or any ſuch. like Thing 
on them. 

As I have juſt now deſcribed the Perſian 
Buildings, it may eaſily be inferr'd; that they 
are not ſubject to Fire; the Perſians have no 
Apprehenſion of it, and if it catches any 
where, which ha appens very ſeldom, it can 
but at the worſt, conſume what is in the 
ſame Room; they are (ure, that it will go 
no further; and will be put out; but then 
on the other Hand, thoſe Houſes are much 
troubled with Water, and if it ſhould ſoak 
but three Days in a Foundation, it would 
cauſe it to tumble; ſo that to take all the 
Forts in the Country, one would need but 
overflow them for a Week ; but that is 00 
eaſy Matter in that 8 where the Wa- 
ter is ſcarce, and where the Rivers may be 
turn'd in an inſtant out of their natural Chan- 


nels therefore tis upon that Account, 4 
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the Perſians are very careful of their Tema. 
ces or Coverings of the Houſes, as the chief 
Part, whereon depends their Preſervation 
Their Care about them, is to keep always 
the Rain-Spouts clear, at the bottom, and to 
ſweep the Snow off of the Terrace, when it 
falls very thick. Tis a Sport for the Mob 
to throw the Snow off of the Houſes; and 
they run up chearfully to the Houſe- top. 
The young Men of the Ward go up into all 
the Terraces, one after another, and clear 
them in a Moment; and to encourage them 
the more to it, the Muſick waits on them all 
the time. The Bricklayers work with a kind 
of a Tone, and what's Remarkable in their 
work is, that when they hand the Tiles or 
Bricks to one another they put on Gloves, 
that they may not ſully the Bricks with the 
Sweat of their Hands. I muſt not forget to tell 
you alſo, that they ſtre Salt on the Beams, 
Rafters, Cieling, and other Pieces of Tim- 
ber, to keep the Worms from them. © © 
The Houſes laſt as long as they are plea- 
ſed to repair them, the dry and clear Air 
contributing to their Preſervation; but as I 
have obſerv'd elſewhere, the Perfans do not 
like their Parents Houſes, they love to build 
ſome fit for themſelves, which is very ra- 
tional; for, as they ſay, there is the ſame 
difference, between building a Houſe fit for 
one's Family, or taking one ready built, as 
detween making oneſelf a Suit of Cloaths, or 
buying one ready made. The 
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The Reaſon of it is perhaps, becauſe they 
build very cheap; tor they build as it were, 
a Houſe, with what is taken out of the 
Foundation ; and the Poor People, whocan 
make Shift with the Shell of the Houſe on- 
ly, have ſoon finiſh'd it. The Perſon; 


Rate their Houſes according to the height 


and thickneſs of the Walls, which they 
meaſure by the Yard, as they do Stuffs. The 
King has no Right in the Sale of Houſes, 
but the Surveyor, who is call'd, Mamer be 
chi, i. e. head of the Bricklayers, hath two 


per Cent. for Lots and Sales; but tis very 


ſeldom they pay him the full Sums, every 
one compounding with him according to his 
Credit or Employment. That Officer has 
alſo five per Cent. upon every Houſe the 
King orders to be built; they appraiſe them 
when they are finiſh'd, and the Surveying 
Officer, who inſpected it, receives tor bis 
Fee and Salary, the fith Part of what the 
Houſe coſt in Building. x 

I ſhall obſerve three Things more, con- 
cerning the Perſian Buildings; The Firſt is, 
that they Line the Walls with Earthen Tiles, 
as the Dutch do their Chimneys ; The &.. 
cond is, that in the Country, ſeveral of 
their Doors are made of one large Stone, 
turning upon its Hinges, like the Wooden 
ones; The Third is, that the Perſian Houſes 


coſt very little in Building, ia Comparr 
The) 


ſon of ours. 
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They reckon when they Build, that one 


third Part of the Charge goes for Brick; 
another third Part for Plaiſter ; and the laſt 
third Part, for Wood-work, including the 
Doors and Windows. | 929 

The Perſians have but indifferent Carpen- 
ters; the Reaſon of it is, becauſe, of the 
little Wood there is in Perſa, and of the 
little Timber they commonly uſe in Build- 
ing ; tis not ſo with the Joyners; they are 
very skilful, and very ingenious in compo- 
fing all ſorts of Inlaid-work and Moſaickr 
work, and they make noble Ce ilings in that 
Kind; they fit them all on the Ground, and 
when they are done, they raiſe them upover 
the top of the Building, on the Columns, 
that are to bear them up: I have ſeen a 
whole one of fourſcore Foot Diameter, 
reard up, with the help of a Machine, like 
the Draught I preſent you with on the 
other fide, not knowing whether our Euro- 
dean Workmen have any ſuch ; the Perſians 
uſe no other, and they raiſe every thing 
with a Pully; they make alſo Lattices and 


Rails very well. The Joyners (it on the 


Ground at their Work, their Plains are not 
like ours, for they thruſt the Shavings ont of 
the Sides, and not out of the Top, which 
ſeems to be a more expeditious way; their 
ordinary Wood is a white Wood, very ſoft, 
and without Knots; 'and therefore very eaſy 
to be wrought ; they have an excellent 


Wood, 
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Wood, that. comes out of Hereania in long 
Boards, like the Norway Deal Boards. 

Not knowing very well what Method to 
ſet the other Trades in, I ſhall divide th em 
into two Claſſes, The firſt, of thoſe which 
the Perſians underſtand beſt, and the other of 
thoſe they underſtand leaſt. 

Embroidery is one of the Mechanick Arts 
they are beſt versd in; they do all ſorts of 

Embroidery very well, eſpecially the Gold 
and Silver Embroidery, either on Cloth, 
Silk, or Leather. They exceed us in that 
Art, and the Turks likewiſe, whoſe Stitching 
and Embroidery on Leather we ſo much ad- 
mire : Their Leather Seams, as well as thoſe 
of Horſe-Trappings among the reſt, is ſo 
ſmooth and ſo neat, that you would take it 
for Embroidery. Their Leather Pails are 
alſo very well ſewed, tho' with Thongs of 
Sheep-skin very indifferently Tannd. The 
Gold and Silver Thread they uſe, is ſo well 
twiſted, that they would take it for Wire 
when 'tis wrought, the Silk not appearing 
in the leaſt. 

The Enamel Ware, or China Ware, as 
they call it, is likewiſe one ot the curiouſeſt 
Manufactures; they make of it all over Per- 
fa: The fineſt is made at Chiras, the Metro. 
polis of Perſia; at Metched, the Capital of 
Battriana ;, at Nezd and Kirman in Carama- 
nia, and eſpecially in a Village of Carama- 
, call'd Zorende. The Earth whereof 
that Ware is made, is pure Enamel, 55 
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within and without, like thq China Marg 


The Grain of it is as fine and tranſparent as 


that is; whereby it happens that one is of- 
ten deceived in that Earthen Ware, and that 
one cannot diſtinguiſh it from China Ware: 


Nay, you meet ſometimes with ſome Perſſan 


Ware that exceeds the China Ware, fo beau- 
tiful and lively is the Varnith of it: 1 ſpeak 
ſtill of the new China Ware, and not of the 
old. In the Year 1666, an Embaſſador of 
the Datch Company, called, Hubert de La- 
reſſe, having brought the King a Preſent of 
2 great many valuable things, and amongſt 
the reſt, ſix and fifty pieces of old Chin 
Mare, the King, as ſoon as he ſaw it, began 
to Smile, and ask d ſcornfully, what it was. 
They (iy that the Dutch mix that Perſſan 
Ware with the China Ware, and import. it 
into Holland, Tis certain that the Dutch 
have improved themſelves much in Perfea, it 
the way of making Earthen Ware, 700 


they would make it (till better had they the 


ſame clear Water, and the ſame clear Air 
they have in Pera. The skilful Workmen 
in Ename! Ware, aſcribe to the Water the 
gloſs of the Colour, as has been already 
obſerved, and ſay, that there are ſome Wa- 
ters that diſſolve the Colours and make the 
ſpread, whereas there are others that con- 
tract and fix them. The Pieces which the 
Perſian Potters called Catoiper, or | Earthe 
Ware Bakers, make beſt, *are' the Enamel 
Tiles painted and cut out in imitation of 
U 2 Mo- 
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Moreck Work. Indeed nothing can be ſeen 
livelier and brighter in that Kind, or drawn 
finer and more regular. The Perſian Earthen 
Ware is Fire proof; fo that they not only 
boil Water in it without breaking, but they 
even make Prlo-Pots of them. It is hard 
enough alſo to make Mortars to grind Co- 
lours and other Materials in, and Bullet- 
Molds. The Matter of that fine Enamel is 
Glaſs, and little River Pebbles pounded very 
ſmall, together with a little Mould mixed : 
with them. There is no Earthen Ware made : 
in the Indies; all that is uſed there, is Im- 
ported either from Perſia, Japan, or China, 
and other Kingdoms between China and 
Pegu. There is a Story that the Potters of 
the Town of Tezd in Caramania, ſent once, 
by way of Chalenge, to the Potters of 
Thahan, an Earthen Diſh that held twelve 
ound weight of Water, and . weighed it 
ſelf but a Drahm; and the Potters of , 
«han ſent them back a Diſh of the ſame 
igneſs and form, which held but a Drachm 
of Water, and weigh'd twelve Pound 
weight. There are ſome Tradeſmen in Per- 
fa whoſe Employment is to mend Earthen 
Ware and Glaſs, they join the Pieces toge- 
ther, and ſew them with very ſmall Tin 
Wire, and rub the ſeam over with a kind of 
Chalk or ſmal Lime: A Diſh ſo mended, 
holds Water as well as before. ; 
The Gold Wire- Drawers and Thread. Imi. 
flees, are very dextrous Workmen. They 
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draw an Ingot, weighing a Meſcal, or 
Drachm, nine hundred Gsezes, or Perffan 
Ells long, each Gueze being five and thirty 
Inches long. Their Tools of ſeveral ſizes, 
are like our Wire-drawing lrons: they wind 
on Bobins and Drums, and buy at the Mint, 
the ſmall Wire of the bigneſs of a Pin : Their 
Thread is the beſt and the ſmootheſt that 
can be imagined. All the Art they uſe to 
give it that lively and laſting Colour, is to 
guild the Wire very fine and very thick. 

I muſt bring in next the Tanning of Hides, 
eſpecially that of Shagreen and of all ſorts 
of Turkey Leather : Abundance of itis made 
in Perſia, and is exported to the Indies, to 
Turky, and to other neighbouring King- 
doms. Shagreen is made of an Aﬀe's Rump, 
and of a Seed called in Perſian, Tochm 
Casbini., i. e. Seed of Casbin, which is black, 
hard, and bigger than the Muſtard-ſeed, 
which they uſe for want of the Cabin Seed. 
The ſame Perſian Word ſignifies Egg and 
Seed, becauſe the Egg and the Seed are, 
as it were the ſame thing. The Name of 
Shagreen, whereby we call all thoſe rough 
Hide, comes without doubt, from the Perſan 
Word Sagri, i. e. Buttocks. They call by that 
Name the Rump of any Beaſt they ride on: 
And they give that Name to that ſort of Hide, 
becauſe it is made of an Aﬀe's Rump, as I 
have ſaid. The Tanners dreſs courſe Hides, 
and dreſs them with Lime. Theyuſe no Bark, 
but uſe Salt and Galls inſtead of it; and 

u 3 that's 
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that's enough in their Country, the Air being 


hot and dry. | 

The Twrner's Trade is alſo one of the 
Mechanick Arts, which the Perffars undes 
ſtand very well. They have no Frame for 
Turning, as we have; their way conſiſts 
only in a Trendle, to which they faſten 
whatever they intend to Turn, a Thong 
that goes twice round the Trendle, and 
which a Boy holds with both Hands, pul. 
ling now one end of it, then another end, 
turns the Piece about. But when they have 
but ſmall Pieces to Turn, the Workman 
needs no help, for with one Hand he ſtirs 
the Axis with a Bow, and with the other 
Hand he holds the piece of Wood. They 
uſe no Wimbles as we do, but they uſe 
Gimblets of ſeveral Sizes, which are inſtead 
of them, and which they turn with the ſame 
Inſtrument as they do Wood; Tis a piece 
of Iron flat and ſharp at the End, ſhaped 
like a Rib, that it may cut the better, halted 
in a round Handle filled with Lead to make 
it weighty, about which they put a Strop 
that goes quite round it, they hold faſt the 
Gimblet with the Left Hand, on the piece 
of Wood they intend to bore, and turn it 
with the Right Hand. That is their Mecha- 
nick way of Turning and Boring. They 
lay on Lacker very neatly ; the violent Mo- 
tion of the turning Inſtrument melting it 
without the help of Fire: They f 
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with a Palm tree Stick. becauſe that Wood 
is porous, and then with a piece of coarſe 
Cloth and a little Oil, they give a wonder- 
ful Luſtre to their Work, which never-goes 
off: That Lacker likewiſe is never ſubject 
to ſcaling. Among other things, they make 
Childrens Cradles extraordinary well. They 
turn Metals as well as Wood, but they are 
very far from attaining to the Skill of our 
Workmen. They have brought! ſeveral 
times to Perſia and the Indies, ſome of thoſe 
curious Ivory works turned with an exqui- 
ſite Nicety ; but becauſe they were of no 
uſe, and fit only to draw Admiration and 
Reſpect on the Workman, they made no 
account of them. The Orientaliſis are not 
Nice enough to apply their Minds to the 

| Ingenuity we admire in them, far from it, 
they value it very little by reaſon of the 
| unuſefulneſs of the Work. Moreover, the 
| Perſian Turners, are unskill'd-in the turning 
| of an Oval ʒ tis a Figure, the working where- 
7 of they are utterly unacquainted with. 

) Next to the Turners I ſet the Tinkers and 
. 
p 
t 


Tinmen, who work very neatly in that 
Country, both with the Hammer, File, and 
turning Inſtrument : Our Silverſmiths do not 


- work better than thoſe Tinkers; the Reaſan 
/ of it, I think, is becauſe the Table Utenſils 
N and Kitebin Implements are commonly made 


of Copper; they uſe no Iron, Braſs, nor 
b Pewter in their Kitchin Utenſils; they are 
1 | * : 
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all of tinn'd Copper ; their Tin-work is fine, 
white, and as neat as Silver: The Emgli 
Pewter is not ſo bright: Tis true, they are 
forced every fix or eight Months, to Tin it 
over again, but then it is done very quick 
and very cheap, a Plate being Tinn'd both 
within and without for a Penny Charge, 
and the reſt in proportion : They ſet about 
it a very different way from our Workmen, 
Firſt, They boil the Untenſil in grey Kal, 
then give it the Prentice to ſcower with 
Sand, which he does with bis bare Feet 
ſtanding on it, and turning it this way and 
that way, till it be very clean. Then they 
ſet it a heating on a Charcoal Fire, with 
the hollow fide to the Fire, and when the 
Untenſil begings to be red hot, the Work. 
man with one hand takes hold of the 
Utenſil with a pair of Pincers, and with the 
other Hand takes a little fine Cotton well 
beaten, which he dips in Salt Armoniacl, 
and rubs ghe Veſſel well with it; after that 
he takes a ſmall Ingot of fine Pewter, and 
holds it faſt againſt the bottom of the Uten- 
ſil, to melt it upon it, and ſpreads the Pew- 
ter all over with the Cotton, cover'd over 
with Salt Armoniack ; and when the Piece 
is Tinn'd over, he throws it into cold Wa: 
ter, from whence it comes out as white and 
as bright as burniſh'd Silver. The Salt Ar- 
moni acł, which they uſe in tinning, is pu- 
riied over the Fire with ſome Water, — 
4 1 5 | c 
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they let waſte all away till the Salt be re- 
duced to Powder. They are ſingularly han- 
dy about that Buſineſs, and their Copper 
Furniture tinn'd over, have that Advantage 
above ours, that they are lighter, and never 
melt nor bruiſe. The Perſant have Copper 
in their Country, as I have ſaid, but they 
do not value it ſo much as the Fapaneze of 
Swediſh Copper. I forgot to tell you that 
they have their Pewter from the Indies. As 
to Lamps, Candleſticks, and other caſt Pieces, 
the Perſian Workmen turn them over two 
Puppets with a Strap. ie DIVE 

The Gunſmiths make very good Weapons, 
eſpecially Bows and Swords. The Perſian 
Bows are the moſt valued of all the EA,: 
The Matter whereof they are made is Wood 
and Horn laid over one another, and 'co- 
ver'd over with Sinews, and over that with 
the Skin of a Tree very ſleek and ſmooth; 
they Paint them afterwards, and Varniſh 
them ſo admirably well, that one may ſee 
ones ſelf in thoſe Bows, and the colour of 
them is as bright as poſſible. The Good- 
neſs of a Bow, as the Perſians ſay, conſiſts 
in this, vis. That a Bow be hard to bend 
till the Arrow be half laid over it, and then 
that it be ſoft and eaſy, till the end of the 
Arrow be fixed in the String : The Bow- 
ſtrings are of twiſted Silk of the bigneſs of a 
firſt Quill : The Quivers are made of Lea- 
ther Embroider'd with Gold or Silk: Their 
104” Cimiters 
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Cimiters are very well Damask'd, and ex- 
ceed all that the Europeans can do, becauſe 
I ſuppoſe our Steel is not ſo full of Veins 
as the Indian Steel, which they uſe moſt 
commonly. They have in their Country 
plenty of Steel, but they do not prize it fo 
much as that, and ours leſs ſtill than theirs; 
yet their Steel is eager and very brittle: 
They forge their Blades cold, and before 
they dip them, they rub them with Tallow, 
Oil, or Butter, to hinder them from break- 
ing: Then they temper them with Vineger 
and Coperas, which being of a corrodirg 
Nature, ſhews thoſe Streaks or Veins which 
they call Damask Work ; and that is it like. 
wiſe which they call Damask Steel, becauſe 
that Town was the moſt celebrated Place of 
the Manufacture of thoſe curious Cimeter- 
Blades that were made of the Steel which 
was imported from the Indies by the Red- 
Sea, in the late Ages. The Perſfans make 
alſo very well, the Barrels of Fire- Arms and 
Damask them as they do the Blades, but 
they make them very heavy, and cannot 
avoid it: They bore and ſcower them with 
a Wheel as we do, and forge and bore them 
ſo even that they almoſt never burſt. They 
make them alike ſtrong and thick all along. 
faying, that the Mouth of the Gun being 
weak, the Report ſhakes it, and communt- 
cates the wavering Motion to the Bullet. 
That's the Reaſon, that if their on 15 
* 5 k IC cr 


thicker, they therefore carry the Shot further 
and ſtraighter, they Soder the Breech of 
the Barrel with the heat of the Fire, and re- 
ject Screws, ſaying, that a Screw Breach 
going in without Streſs, may be thruſt out 
by the Violence of the Powder, and is not 
to be rely d on. They do not underſtand 
very well how to make Locks or Springs ; 
thoſe they put to their Fire Arms, are very 
unlike ours ; for they have no Steel, the Pan 
is very faſt, being all of a Piece with the 
Barrel, the which moves along a ſmall rough 
Iron Branch, that comes out of the Infide of 
the Gun, and moves backward, that is toward 
the But End, on the Pan, but quite contraty 
to it 3 the Pan is uſually no bigger than the 
little Finger Nail, without Snap-haunce'; 
and moſt Pans are rough within, like a File, 
that the Prime may ſtick the better to it. 
they do not underſtand how to Mount Fire- 
Arms, and do not obſerve the Rules of Sta- 
ticks, but make the But End ſmall and light, 
which is the Reaſon that their Guns 
are light at the Breech, and heavy at the 
Muzzle, a <1 
The Workmen in Iron and Steel are alſo 
very well vers d intheir Trade ; they Hammer 
both Iron and Steel cold, and ſacceed very 
well in it, with Reſpe& to ſeveral ſorts of 
Tools, and Inſtruments, as among 
Iron Plates, whereon they bake the Bread, 
calld, Lavatche, no thicker than „ 


* — — 
— 


— 9j K 2 2 mY 
. 


and Country Ovens, which are ſhap'd like 
two Semi-cones, or Semiſpheres; cut thro' the 
top, and faſten d together with great Iron. 
Hooks; the Diameter of them is two Foot 
and a half, and the highth from three to 
four Foot; there ſtick out in the. Inſide of 
thoſe Cones, large Pins, about four Fingers 
Jorg, and as big, with flat Heads, as broad as 
Half a Crown. When they have Occafion 
to uſe thofe Ovens, they overcaſt both the 
Infide and Outſide of them, with Clay, which 
ſticks to the Nails-head, and make as it were, 
a Wall of it, to which they ſtick the Bread; 
thoſe Ovens are call'd Tendour, as are alſo 
the common Ovens, which are of the ſame 
Shape; being dug in the Ground, and like 
Pitts, round about which they ſtick alſo 
the Bread, which is eaſily done, that ſort of 
Bread being no thicker than a Fingers breadth. 
When they intend to remove thoſe Ovens, 
they break off the Clay, and lay the two 
Semi cones on a Horſe's Back, one Part of 
each fide of the Horſe ; the Iron and Steel 
Tools they make beſt alſo, are among other 
Saws, which are made of Steel, as ſmooth 
and as bright as a Looking-Glaſs ; the Ra- 
'zors, which are but halt as big as at the 
Handles, yet are as broad at the End, ſhave 
1excellently well ; the Sizors, which they 
make hollow on the Inſide, like Gutters, 
ſaying, that being ſo ſhap'd; the Edge of 


the two Blades joins cloſer, and cuts * 
bet "Als 


wr OO „ te 29 EE OW ST OTST COPY ENT ES 


c 9 


r 


E 


* Of Mechanick Arts and Trades. 301 
Almoſt all their Looking: Glaſſes. are Con- 


vex, ſome few are Concave, like the Burn- 
ing-Glaſſes. | The Air being very dry in 
Perſiz, as I have obſerv'd it over and over, 
the brightneſs of thoſe Looking. Glaſſes doth 
not grow Dull, and they never Ruſt, The 
Eaſtern People uſe likewiſe Glaſs, Looking- 
Glaſſes, and even abundance of them, tho 
not near ſo many as Metal ones, and that 
they do upon two Accounts, the firſt is, be- 
cauſe thoſe Metal Looking-Glaſſes are more 
laſting, and do not break with falling; the 
ſecond Reaſon is, becauſe, when the Glaſs 
Looking-Glaſles are once unſilver d, they be- 
come uſeleſs, the way of Silvering Glaſs be- 
ing unknown in all the Eaſtern Parts, and the 
Quick: ſilver that is on the Backſide of the 
Looking- Glaſſescoming off eaſier there than 
in Europe, by Reaſon of the great dryneſs of 
the Air, and in the Indies quite contrary, 
by Reaſon of its great dampneſs. The Ori- 
entaliſts have uſed Glaſs Looking:-Glaſles, 
but ſince their Trade with the Emuropeers. 
Note, that they Poliſh their Metal-Glafles 
with fine Emeril, pounded to Powder, as fine 
as Duſt, having no Venetian Tripoli, or hay- 
ing ſo little, that one may ſay, it is not 
uſed among them. er. 
_ The other Mechanick Arts, wherein 
the” Perſſans are pretty vers d well, are 
thoſe that follow; The Art of making Fire- 
Works, wherein their Workmen equal, and 
1 . ; per- 
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perhaps exceed thoſe of all orher Parts of 
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The Art of dreſſingſgeaſts. of, ſetting out 
theirs Meats very Neatly. The Perſians be- 
lieve, that thoſe who exerciſe that Trade 
are Polluted with the Blood they handle; 
yet the Butchers are diſpers d here and there 
in all the Streets of Cities, and have no fixed 
Shambles as in our Countries. When the 
Butchers intend to kill a Beaſt, they carry it 
to a Corner of their Shop, and there make a 
little Hole to receive the Blood of it, then 
they caſt down the Beaſt, turnthe Head of it 
towards Mecca, and themſelves too, they cut 
the Throat of it with a Knife, kept for that 
Purpoſe, only both to keep it clean, and to 
avoid the Danger of cutting any forbidden 
Thing, or of touching any Unclean Thing; 
at Night when they ſhut up Shop, they (trew 
Salt on the Block whereon they chop their 
Meat, leſt the Dogs ſhould lick it, and fo 
make it Unclean, 

The Art of Lapidaries, who underſtand 
pretty well the Grinding of ſoft Stones, and 
the Cutting of them. The Perſian Lapidaries 
make their Wheels of two Parts of Emeril, 
and one Part of Lave. They find, that there 
isa great deal of Care required in making the 
Wheels; for the Compoſition muſt be ex- 
traordinary well work'd together, and be 
allow d ſuch a due Proportion of Heat, that 
the Clammineſs, which they call Chire, - 1 
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Milk or Cream, be not dried up ; they turn 
thoſe Wheels hafted on a round Chuck, with 
a Bow, which they hold in one Hand, and 
the Stone in the other: It is difficult to make 
very ſtraight a Stone. that Way ; but to 
make amends, the cutting of it is eaſy and 
cheap; when they intend. to Poliſh the 
Stone, they ſet in the Room of that Wheel 
another Wheel, made with red Willow, on 
which they ſtrew Calcined Pewter, or ſome 
Tripoly. The Seal Engravers uſe the Bow, 
and a very ſmall Copper Wheel, with Emerilz 
they have Perſian and Indian Emeril, which 
is of a very different Nature; fok the Indizs 
Emeril grinds better, the ſmaller it is, and 
the other is quite contraxyx. 

The Art of Dying, which feems to have 
been more improved in Perſia than in Europe, 
their Colours being much more ſolid, and 
bright, and not fading ſa ſoon; but the 
Honour of it is not ſo much to be aſcribed ta 
their Art, as to their Air and Climate, which 
being dry and clear, cauſes the Livelineſs of 
the Colours, as alfo to the Strength of the 
Dying Ingredients, which growing moſt of 
them in the Country, are uſed when they are 
Green, and full of Sap. Their Dying and 
Painting Colours are the Bole, or red Earth, 
the Rounat, or Oppoponax, which are t wo 
common Ingredients in Perſa ; the Brazil» 
Wood, which is Imported amongſt them 
from Europe 

a 


wrope ; the Fapan-Wood, and * In- 
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digo, which they fetch from the Indies, 
They vſe moreover. in Dying, ſeveral Herbs, 
and Simples of their own; Growth, and 
Gums, and Skins of Trees, and Fruits, and of 

Walnuts, and Pomgranats, and the Juice of 
Lemon; the Lapis Lazuli, which they call 
Lagiverd, from whence comes the French 
Word, Azure, is got in their Neighbour- 
hood, in the Country of the Yasbecks, but 
Perſia is the general Store-houſe for it. 

_ The Miſtery of Shaving, which they are 
perfect Maſters of ; they ſhave with a won- 
derful Dexterity, you can ſcarce feel them, 
eſpecially when they ſhave your Head ; they 
begin at the Top, and draw the Razor down: 
wards, as if they only run it over your Head, 
and your Head is ſhaved in a Moment ; but 
before they ſet the Razor to it, they rub it 
a great while, then they wet it; tis in my 
Opinion, that long Friction that Facilitates 
the ſhaving, ſo that tis ſcarce felt; they uſe 
no. hot Water for ſhaving, but cold, and ſet 
no Baſon under your Chin; their Baſon isa 
Cup, no bigger than a Parrot Cup; they 
wet their Hands in the Water that's in it, 
then wet the Face with it; they are like · 
wiſe very cleanly in their Trade; for when 
they ſhave the Head, they throw all the 
Hair into one Place; they wipe the Razor 
on the Hair unſhaved, ſo they never uſe a 
Razor Cloth, and never wipe it but with 
their Finger: I am perſwaded, that the beak 
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and dryneſs of the Climate are a great help to 
the Barbers in ſhaving: Tis their way after 
they have ſhaved one to cut alſo the Nails, 
both of his Hands and Feet, with a ſharp 
Iron, like that Inſtrument, which the Chirur- 
geons call a Fleam ; then they draw your 
Fingers and Arms, and handle your Head, 
and your Body, eſpecially your Sboufders, 
to ſee, as it were, if every Limb be init 
right Place, which affords much Eaſe und 
Pleaſure; the Barbers go every Mortifnig'to 
their Cuſtomers, to hold the Glaſs before 
them, which 1s commonly four Inches Dis- 
meter, with a Handle to it, they are "1 
paid for that, but when they ſhave the Fate 
and Head, they have three or four Pen 
given them; thoſe who give them five Peiſde 
pay them Nobly. Aud n ie 
Tbe Art of Standiſh making; they 22 
their common Standiſties ſix inches long 
two Inches both broad and high, 6 oro 
thickneſs of a Teſter, one Piece within ang- 
ther, like a Cheſt of Drawers, they' make 
them in an Iron Mould, with Sheets Gf Pa- 
per paſted over one another, rubbing the laſt 
Sheet with Mutton Suet, and laying over it 
a curious Varniſh, that is a Fence! \againſt 
Rain; the Inſide of the Standiſh is line&with 
Leather, which makes it a ſolid Body, A 
hard, and harder than Wood The Pie 
they uſe is not made of Flower, but öf u 


Rot beaten to Powder; call d, Senchon's it 
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is bruiſed between two Grinding Stones, as 
the Corn is, but is no finer than Saw-Duſt, 
they dilate it in cold Water, where it ſwells 
preſently, and ſticks wonderful faſt. 

The Taylors Trade; they work very 
neatly, and cut Cloaths ſo exactly, that they 
ſet without the leaſt Wrinkle: As for the 
Sowing Part, they exceed us certainly, none 
can be made finer, or more even; they (el- 
dom ſow the Outſide of the Cloth as we do, 
bat the Inſide, and their moſt common Seam 
is what we call the Back-ſtitch ; they make 
Carpets, Cuſhions, Door- hangings, and other 
Felt Furniture, like Garden Knots, and Mo- 
ſaick Work, repreſenting what they pleaſe, 
and all of it ſo neatly ſowed, that vou would 
think the Figures are Painted, tho tis all 
of it but Patch d- Work; the Seam of them is 
not ſeen if you look at it never ſo near, they 
are drawn ſo curiouſly fine. 

. Thoſe are the Arts and Trades which the 
Perfiens underſtand tolerably well : Thoſe 
they do not underſtand are as follows. 

The Art of Glaſs-making ; there ate 
Glaſs Houſes all over Perſa, but moſt of the 
Glaſs is full of Flaws, and Bladders, and is 
Greyiſh, upon the Account doubtleſs, that 
the Fire laſts but three or four Days, and 
that their Deremne, as they call it, which is 
a ſort of a Broom, which they uſe to make 
it, doth not bear heat ſo well as ours. The 


Glaſs of Chiras is the ſineſt in the Games! 5 
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that of Ipaban, on the contrary, is the ſor- 
rieſt, becauſe it is only Glaſs melggd again; 
they make it commonly in Spring. They do 
not underſtand to Silver their Glaſs over, as 1 
have obſerv'dalready ; therefore their Glaſs 
Looking-Glafſes, their Saſh-Glaſs, and their 
Snuff-Bottles are brought to them from Ve- 
nice. Moreover, the Art of Glaſs: making was 
brought into Perſia, within theſe four ſcore 
Years. A Beggarly and Covetous Lalian 
taught it at Chiras, for the Sum of fifty 
Crowns. Had not I been certainly infor- 
med of the Matter, I ſhould have thought 
they bad been beholden to the Portwgueze for 
their Skill, in ſo noble and ſo uſeful afl At. 
I ought not to forget to acquaint you wilt, 
the Perſſan Art ot Sowing Glaſs together 
very ingeniouſly, as I have hinted above; 
for provided the Pieces be uot ſmaller, chan 
ones Nail, they ſow them together Wi 
Wyre, and rub the Seam over with 4 white 
Lead. or with calcined Lime, mix'd with 
the Whites of Eggs. which hinders the Wa- 
ter from ſoaking thro. 

Among their Sentences, there is a Godly 
one relating to the ingenious Piece of l, 
juſt mentioned: If broken Glafs be reſtor 
again, how much more may Man be reſtored 
again after his Diſſolution in the Graue? 
Paper making, which is perform'd very 
rudely in Perſia, becauſe they uſe nothing 
but Calico, either Dyed or Painted; there- 
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fore their Paper is browniſh, foul, ragged, 
and over-limber ;- they uſe. a great deal of 
European Paper after they have prepared it, 
but they fetch ſome from little Tartar, 
which they prefer before it ; they prepare 
their Paper with a lictle Soap, which they 
rub over it, then they ſmooth it with a ſleek 
Stone, to the intent their Ink may run more 
freely, 
The Trunk-makers Work is likewiſe per. 
form d very Slovenly ; their Trunks, which 
ſand on four Feet of white Wood, are very 
Tight, and are overlaid with black Skins, 
both within and without, the Fore-Part of 
them is adorn'd with Figures, cut out in Lea. 
ther of ſeveral Colours; they put them in 
Sacks of Goats Hair, the bottom whereof is 
lind with Leather, and ſo load their Hor- 
' ſes eaſily with them. All their Trunks arc 
Padlock Trunks, for they have no other 
Locks. pa 
The Book-binders work alſo very Clum- 
'fily, and one thing you'll hardly believe, 1s, 
that they cannot make a Book Cover all of 
one Piece; they make it of two Pieces, 
Paſted together on the Back of the Book, 
. Which is always flat, becauſe they know not 
how to make it round; and altho' they 
paſt thoſe two Pieces very neatly, yet the 
"Patching appears plain in time. 

The Perſian Soap is made with Mutton- 


Suet, and the Aſhes of ſtrong Herbs 3 5 
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ſoft and cloſe, not Whiten d well, but it is 
very cheap. The Perſians ſend into Turbey 
for ſome, and eſpecially to Aleppo, where 
the beſt in all the Eaſtern Parts is made, and 
may be in all the World, being white, fine, 
and much harder than that of Europe, which 
muſt be imputed to the goodneſs of the 
Aſhes of Aleppo, where all the Europeans 
ſtock themſelves with them, to make Soap. 
Thoſe Aſhes are made of à ſort of Plant, 
that grows in the Deſarts, and in Sandy and 
dry Places; they burn it in Syria and Egypt, 
under their Baths. Aſhes mixed with Lime 
and Olive Oil, is the Compoſition whereof 
Soap is made; Oil is alſo very good, and 
very Plentiful at Aleppo. The Perſian Soap 
1s not made with Oil, but with Beef, Mutton, 
and Goat Suet. They do not uſe ſo much 
Soap in Perſia by far, as they do in Europe, 
for ſeveral Reaſons, and among others, be- 
cauſe moſt of their Linnen is Dy'd, and is 
made of Silk, ſuch as Shirts, Drawers, Hand- 
kerchiefs ; "becauſe there is no Linnen but 
Calico, which is waſhed in cold Water; and 
becauſe the Air, and the Sun, and cold Wa- 
ter perform a waſh without much Soap, and 
much trouble; they rub the Linnen a little, 
then ſpread it on the Graſs, and Water it 
every quarter of an Hour, for near four 
Hours time, according as the Sun ſhines hot, 
which makes it whiter than Snow. I have 
kept for ten Years Linnen waſh'd in the In 
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diet with cold Water, and without Soaps 
and when we fat our Linnen by it, we found 
that Europeas Linnen look'd but dark and 
brown' in compariſon of it; and one may 
judge how much of its whiteneſs it had loſt 
with lying ſo long in a Trunk, 

The Goldſmiths Trade, that curious Art, 
ſo much ſpread Abroad, is very little under- 
ſtood by the Perſians, they know nothing of 
Enamelling, what they do beſt is the Filli. 
green work, they Engrave pretty well, eſ- 
pecially Emboſs d- work, and make Stone. 
Rings tolerably 3 thoſe are the particu- 
lar Things they are beſt Skill'd in, in that 
Art, | 

As to the Watch making Trade, it is ſtill 
unknown among the Perſanct. When I waz 
there, they had but three or four European 
Watch-makers: I gne(s'd the Reaſon of it to 
be this, viz, their living in a Climate where 
the Days are not ſo different in their length, 
and where the Air is always Clear and Se- 
rene, they can gueſs by the Sun at the Time 
of the Day, without the belp of Clocks; 
they uſe no Sandials neither. 
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Ca AN XVIII 
Of MANUFACTURES. 


; | Aving Diſcours'd of the Mechanick 

Arts of the Perſcans, I muſt treat at 
the ſame time of their ManufaFures. They 
have very good ones in Cotton, in Goats and 
Camels Hair, in Yarn, and eſpecially in Silk, 
it being a plentiful and common Commodity 
in Perſia; the Natives have addicted them- 
ſelves particularly to the well-working of it; 
and 'tis the thing they are beſt skill'd in, and 
in wbich they have the moſt conſiderable 
Manufactures of all their Country. Their 
Workmen have Reels, Spindles, and Wind- 
ing-wheels, to wind Silk on, very much like 
ours. They keep their raw and unwrought 
Silks in damp Places, which they water ſome- 
times to continue the weight of them, becauſe 
they fell it by weight; and for the ſame 
Reaſon, they keep that which is wound up 
in Leathern Bags. I ſhall paſs by ſeveral 
ſorts of Stuffs of all Silk, ſuch as Taffeties, 
Tabbies, Sattins, Turbants, Saſhes, Handker- 
kiefs, and Silk-Stuffs mixed with Cotton- 
Thread, or with Camel or Goats-hair, which 
are made all over Perſca. I ſhall only ſpeak 
of their Brocade. They call Brocade Zer- 
bafe, i, e. Gold Tiſſue. There is the ſingle 
| X 4 Brocade 
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Brocade, whereof there are a hundred Sorts; 
and the double Brocade, which is called 
D ouroye, i. e. with two Faces, becauſe it had 
no wrong fide, and the Machmely Zerbafe, 
or Gold Velvet. They make Gold Brocades 
which coſt fifty Tomans the Gueze or Ell, 
which being two Foot and halt a Quarter 
long by the French Meaſure, comes to about 
thirty Crowns the Inch, or eleven hundred 
Crowns the EIl. No part of the World af- 
fords ſo dear a Silk. They employ ſix Men 
together about the Loom to make it, who 
uſe about thirty ſeveral Shuttles to weave it, 
whereas they commonly uſe but two. Not- 
withſtanding the extraordinary rate of that 
precious Brocade, the Workmen employ d 
in it, do not earn above fifteen or fixteen 
Pence a Day at it, and can make but the 
thickneſs of a Half crown Piece of it. Thoſe 
dear Brocades are bought for Curtains and 
Door Hangings, which are generally uſed, 
and are the moſt common Furniture of a 
Houſe, and for Cuſhions. The Gold Velvet 
that's wrought in Perſia is very charming, 
eſpecially the curl'd Velvet,and all thoſe rich 
Stuffs, have that admirable Property, that 
they laſt for Ever as it were, and the Gold 
and Silver does not wear off whilſt the Work 
laſts, and keeps till its Colour and bright- 
neſs: Tis true the Silver tarniſhes at length. 
after twenty or thirty Years ; yet then it 
doth not 'come off, which I think oni 
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be imputed to the clearneſs of the Air, as 


much as to the goodneſs of the Work. The 


fineſt Looms for thoſe Stuffs, are at Tad, 


at Caſban, and likewiſe at Iſpahar ; thoſe for 
Carpets are in the Province of Kirman, and 


eſpecially at Siſtan. Thoſe are the Carpets 


we commonly call-in Europe, Turky Carpets, 
becauſe they brought them through Tixrky 


before they traded with the Perſians by the 


Ocean. The Perſians Rule to know good 


Carpets, and: to Rate them by, is to lay 


their Thumb on the edge of the Carpet and 
to tell the Threads in a Thumb's breadth, 


for the more there are, the dearer the Work 
is: The moſt Threads there are in an Inch 


breadth is fourteen or fifteen. | 
The Camel hair Stuffs are wrought eſpeci- 
ally at Tezd, and at Kirman in Caramania : 
They call that Camel-wool, 7eftich, and alſo 
Kourk ; it is almoſt as fine as Beaver-wool 


extraordinary ſoft and ſmooth in one's Hand 


but they can make nothing that's ſubſtantial 
or ſtrong with it. There are alſo Camlets, 
Stamines, and Silk and Worſted Draggets 
made in theſe Towns. In the Country of 
Mougan they make the coarſe and thick Ser- 
ges for the Common People. 

- The beſt Goats hair Stuffs are woven in 
Hircania; they are like Barracan ; but the 
fineſt are made along the Perſian Gulf at Dow- 
rack, From thence come thoſe ſort of Man- 
tles called Habbé, which are Caſſocks with 
1 27 Sleeves 
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Sleeves no longer than a Jacket Sleeve, and 


all of a Piece, without any Seam; ſome of 
them are very fine, and commonly ſtriped. 
The Perſians do. not underſtand to make 
Cloth, but they make very fine and very 
light Felt Tufts, that are warmer than Cloth, 
andd are a better fence againſt Rain; they work 
the Wool of it as the Hatters do the Cony- 
wool, and make of it Cloaks for rainy Wea- 
ther for the Mobb: they uſe it inſtead of 
oiled Cloth: They ſpread it over Floors, 
either upon the Carpets, to lie the ſofter 
on them, or under them, to keep them from 
the Damp. | 
They make alſo Calico Cloth very reaſo- 
nable; but they make none. fine, becauſe 
they have it cheaper out of the Indie: than 
they can make it, They call that Cloth 
Kerbes, as if one ſhould ſay, Aſs's Webb: 
From that Word came probably, the Word 
Carbaſſon, and the Word Carbæſius, uſed by 
the Greeks and Latins, to fignify coarſe 
Linnen Cloth. They underſtand alſo the 
painting of Linnen, but not ſo well as the 
Lidiens, becauſe they buy in the Indies the 
fineſt painted Linnen fo cheap, that they 
would get nothing by improving themſelves 
in that Manufacture. A work they under- 
ſtand very well is overlaying with Gold and 
Silver Linnen Cloth, Taffety, and Sattin z they 
do it with Moulds, and repreſent on them 
what they pleaſe, viz. Letters, Flowers, and 
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Figures; and they Stamp them fo neatly, 
that you would think tis Gold or Silver 
Embroidery. They print with Gum water. 
They make alſo Matts and Oxier hand 
Baskets, which fold together, or roll up 
very neatly, There can be no finer Matts 
ſeen than theirs. The beſt Manufacture is 
at Siſton, becauſe the Ruſhes are firſt brought 
thither. Thoſe Ruſhes grow in Fens near 
the River Tigris, and the River Euphrates. 


| * _— 
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Of the Commerce or Trade ; and alſo of the 
Weights, the Meaſures, and Coin. 


Rading is a very honourable Profeſſion 
in the Eaſt, as being the beſt of 
.thoſe that have any Stability, and are not ſo 
liable to change. Tis not to be won- 
der'd at, for it cannot be otherwiſe in 
Kingdoms, where on the one hand there 


is no Title of Nobility, and therefore lit- 


tle Authority annexed to the Birth; and 
where on the other Hand, the form of Go- 
vernment being altogether Deſpotick and 
Arbitrary, the Authority annexed to Places 
and Employments cannot laſt longer than 
the Employ ments themſelves, which are like- 
wiſe precarious; for which Reaſon Dn - 
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is much ſet by in that part of the World, as 
a laſting and independent Station. Another 
Reaſon why it is valu d is, becauſe the No- 
blemen profeſs it, and the Kings alſo; they 
have their Deputies as the Merchants have, 
and under the ſame Denomination: They 
have moſt of them their Trading Ships, and 
their Store-Houſe. The King of Perſia, for 
Inſtance, ſells and ſends to the Neighbour- 
ing Kingdoms, Silk, Brocades, and other 
rich Goods, Carpets and Precious Stones. 
The Name of Merchant, is a Name much 
reſpected in the Eaſt, and is not allowed to 
Shop keepers or Dealers in trifling Goods; 
nor to thoſe who Trade not in foreign Coun- 
tries: Tis allow'd only to ſuch as employ 
Deputies or Factors in the remoteſt Coun- 
tries: And thoſe Men are ſometimes raisd 
to the higheſt Ranks, and are uſually em- 
ployed in Embaſſies. There are Merchants 
in Perſia who. have Deputies in all parts of 
the World: And when thoſe. Deputies are 
returned Home, they wait on their Maſter, 
under no better Denomination than that of 
a Servant, ſtanding up always before them, 
and waiting at Table, tho ſome of thoſe 
Deputies are worth above threeſcore thou- 
ſand Crowns. In the Indies the Laws are 
ſtill more favourable to Traders, for tho 
they are much more numerous than in r- 
fie, they are nevertheleſs more fet by. The 
Reaſon of this additional Reſpect, is, be- 
bf cauſe 
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cauſe in the Eaſt, Traders are Sacred Perſons, 
who are never moleſted even in time of 
War; and are allowed a free Paſſage, they 
and their Effects, through the middle of 
Armies: Tis upon their account eſpecially 
that the Roads are ſo ſafe all over Af, and 
eſpecially in Perſfs The Perſians call a Tra- 
der Saudaguer, i. e Gain - Monger. | 
he Eaſtern Merchants affect Grandure in 
Trading, notwithſtanding they ſend their De- 
puties into all Parts, and (tay at Home them- 
ſelves, as in the Center of their grand Concernz 
they make no Bargains themſelvesdirectly, 
there is no publick place of Exchange in their 
Towns ; the Trade is carried on by Stock- 
jobbers, who are the ſubtileſt, the cunningeſt, 
the ſlyeſt, the complaiſanteſt, the patienteſt, 
and the moſt intriguing Men of the whole 
Society, having a valuable and inſinuating 
Tongue beyond Expreſſion: They are cal- 
led Delal, which anſwers to Great Talkers, 
that Word being of a contrary Signification 
to Lal, i. e. Dumb. The Mahometans ha ve 
.a Proverb alluding to the Name of thoſe 
Men, viz. That at the laſt Day, Delal Lal, 
the Stock-jobbers, or Talkers, will be Dumb; 
intimating that they will have nothing to 
ſay for themſelves. Tis very curious to 
ſee them make Bargains: After they have 
Argued and Diſcourſed a while before the 
Seller, and commonly at his own Houſe, 
they agree with their Fingers about the 
1 Price: 
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Price: They take hold of one another's 
Tight Hand under a Cloak or Handkerchief, 
and entertain one another in that manner; 
the ſtrait Finger ſtands for Ten, the bent 
Finger for Five; the Finger end for One ; 
the whole Hand for a Hundred; and the 
Fiſt for a Thonſand. Thus they denote 
Pounds, Pence, and Farthings, with a Mo- 
tion of their Fingers: While they bargain 
-they put on ſuch a grave and ſteady Counte- 
nance, that tis impoſſible to know in the 
leaſt either what they think or fay. _ 

However, the Mabometant are not the 
greateſt Traders in A/, tho' they be di- 
ſpers'd almoſt in every Part of it; and tho 
their Religion bears ſway in the larger part 
of it. Some of them are too Effeminate, 
and ſome too ſevere to apply themſelves 
to Trade, eſpecially foreign Trading. Where- 
fore in Twrky, the Chriſtians and Jews carry 
on the main foreign Trade: And in Perſiz 
the Chriftians and Indian Gentiles. As to 
the Perſſan they Trade with their ownCoun- 
trymen, one Province with another, and 
moſt of them Trade with the Indians. The 
Armenians manage alone the whole Euro- 
pean Trade; the Reaſon whereof is, be- 
cauſe the Mahowetans cannot ſtrictly obſerve 
their Religion among the Chriſtians, with 
relation to the outward Purity it requires of 
them ; for Inſtance, Their Law forbids them 
to cat Fleſh either Dreſs d or Kill'd v7 a 
| an 
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Man of a different Religion, and likewiſt 
to drink in the ſame Cup with ſuch a ones 
It forbids to call upon God in a Place 
adorned with Figures; it even forbids in 
ſome Caſes, the touching Perſons of a con- 
trary Opinion, which is a thing almoſt impoſ- 
ſible to keep among the Chriſtians, 
Another hindrance thete is to the Muho- 


tan improvement of Trade, vis, The for- 


bidding Uſury and Intereſt without 'any di- 
ſtinction. Mahammed broached his Reli- 
gion in a Country whereof the whole 
Riches and Trade conſiſted in Cattle and 
breeds of Horſes, where little Money was 
ſeen, and where the Trade was managed 
way of Exchange, as in former times: A 
as it appears by a thouſand things of the 
Alcoran, that he did not foreſee that it 
would be propagated throughout the World, 
he perceived no inconveniency in forbid- 
ding to lend Money upon Intereſt, The 
old Commentators of his Inſtitution, have 
not explained that Prohibition; ſo that 
it has remained in force to this Day. Thus 
their Law allows no Intereſt ; but it allows 
Changes, eſpecially Maritime Changes, up- 
on any Advantage whatſoever, as thirty and 
forty per Cent. Profit, or more: As to Inte- 
reſt, -the Parties have the way of cluding 
the Law juſt'as they pleaſe. They go to 
the Judge and . borrower, holding in their 
Hand a Bag of Money; one ſaith there is 
In 
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in it ſuch a Sum, tho the Intereſt agreed on 
be wanting in it, the Judge without any fur- 
ther Enquiry, orders the Writing to be 
drawn up; [Tis even enough, without ſo 
much Precaution, to own before. Wineſſes, 
that one has received ſo much (altho' leſs) 
to make the Debt Authentick. - - gig) 
Silk is the Staple Commodity of Perſia. 
They get ſome in the Province of Georgia, 
of Coraſſon, and Caramenia, but eſpecially in 
Guilan, and Mezandleran, which is Hircania. 
They compute that Perſia brings early two 
and twenty thouſand Bales of Sil, each Bale 
weighing two hundred and ſeventy ſix Pound 
Weight; the Gvilan, ten thouſand; the 
Mezanderan, two thouſand; Media, and 
Bactria , three thouſand a piece; that 
Part of Caramania, call'd Caraback, and 
Georgia, each of them two - thouſand ; 
and that Account increaſes every Year, 
becauſe Sil improves continually. There 
are four ſorts of Sit; the Firſt, and the 
worlt, is call'd Cbirvani, becauſe it comes 
chiefly from Chirvan, a Town of Media, 
near the Caſpian Sea, it is a thick and rough 
Silk, and the courſeſt Thread of the Shell; 
It is that they call Ardache in Europe. The 
Second, which is a Size better, is call d 
Karvari, i. e. an Aſs - load, to denote that 
ſort of Silk, which the Uuskilful buy: We 
call it Legia, in our Country, probably you 
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the Word Legian, a ſmall Town of Guilan, 
on the Sea, where none but ſuch a ſort of 
Silk is made. The Third, iscall'd | Ketcoda 
Peſend, as tho one ſhould ſay, the Citizen 
ſort, which. Name the Perſſans give to all 
things of a middling Character. The Fourth, 
is call'd Charbaffe, i. e. Brocade-Silk ;, be- 
cauſe the beſt Sil is uſed for thoſe” rich 
Goods. The, Abundance: of the Perſſan Silk 
Exported is too well known, to ſay much 
of it. The Dutch Import of it into Europe, to 
the Value of near fix hundred thouſand Livres 
Yearly, by the Indian Sea; and all the Eu- 
ropeans who Trade in Turkey, Import nothing 
more valuable than the Perſian Silks, which 
they buy of the | Armenians: The Muſco- 
vites Import it likewiſe... 5 7 hn 
Some Foreigners Trade with the Perſians 
for Camels\Hair, calld Teſticł, as has been 
ſaid ; and ſome Exropeans for Kids Wool. 
They uſe it in Europe in making of Hats. 
The beſt, Wool of that ſort, comes from 
Caramemia, and from Carbin, a famous City of 
Parthia. | 
Perſia Exports to the Indies abundance of 
Tobacco, all ſorts of Fruit dry d. Pickel'd in 
Vinegar, and -preſerv'd, | eſpecially Dates, 
Marmelad, Wines, Diſtill'd Water, Horſes, 
Perſian Ware, Feathers, Turky Leather of all 
Colours, a great deal whereof is Expory 
tedto Myſcovy, and other European Countries. 
It Exports to 1. towards Babylon, and 
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Goats Hair Stuffs, Matts, and all ſorts of 
Box- work, and many other things. The 
| Exportation of Steel and Iron is forbidden 
g in the Kingdom, but it is Exported not- 
a withftanding : The Perſians Export likewiſe 
to Myſcovy, all forts of Silks and Stu, 
j and Sheep- Furrs.- - | 137 $494) 
1 Tis not to be ſuppoſed however, that the 
] Perſizns manage the Trade with the ſame 
Method and Rules we ufe, or with half out 
_ Skill: For Inftance, Trading by Commiſ- 
q ſion, and the way of Change by Letters, is 
iff little aſed ; but as I have obſerv'd it, every 
1 one goes to ſell his own Goods himſelf, or 
bl ſends his Deputy's, or Children to do it; 
fl there are ſome Perſſan Traders who have 
| Deputies in all Parts of the World, as far 
as Sweden on the one ſide, and Chima'on the 
| other fide ; that's the Method of all the 
| Orientaliſts; and it was that of the whole 
| World; before Exrope was ſo ſtock'd with 
People, and Towns, that in ſome Places 
they lay as it were a top of one another, in 
compariſon with thoſe of 4%; and there 
was no longer need of going oneſelf, or 
ſending Expreſſes, but one might reach to 
one another, and hand Things from one 
Place to another ſafely. _ 
geſides, Europe is ſo chargeable a Country, 
with compariſon to the Eaſt, eſpecially in. 
Travelling, and Trade is there een; 
1 | any 
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and ſo generally carried on, that if one 
went oneſelf to carry one's Goods from one 
Place to another, it would happen that 
whole Towns would Travel as it were; th 
have no Poſts neither in the Eaſt, becauſe 1Y 
the Trade is not ſpread far enough, and is 19 
not manag d with ſo much Activity; be- | 
cauſe the Towns are too diſtant, and becauſe 
Meſſengers are bired at a very eaſy Rate; 
for they ſend an Expreſs a thirty Days Jour- 
ney for thirty Livres, and he performs that _ 
Journey, which may amount to three hun- 4 
dred French Leagues, in eighteen or twenty i 
Days time, and ſometimes in fifteen. In * 
the Indies they may hire one for half the 4 
Money. I have ſometimes ſent Expreſſes 9 
a forty Days Journey, for five | Crowns. 
When thoſe Expreſſes who are the Meaneſt 
and Wretchedeſt of Men, are hired to go 
a Journey; they run preſently from Place 
to Place, and give Notice of their inten- 14 
ded Journey, in order to get ſome Letters to 1% 
carry, which they carry for as little as you 
pleaſe ; they bow four times to the Ground' 
to thank yoa for fifteen Pence, for catrying 
2 Packet of Letters of three Ounce weight; 
they call thoſe Expreſſes Chatir, which is 
the Name of Running Footmen, and of all 
thoſe who can run well, and walk roundly ; 
they areknown in the Road by a Bottle of 
Water, and a Satchel they have at their Back, 
inſtead of a * to carry Proviſion 
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for thirty or forty Hours time, and to make 
the more Speed, they leave the Higb- Road, 
and croſs the Country: They are known 
alſo by their Shoes and ſome Bells, like our 
Waggon Horſes Bells, which ſtick to their 
Girdle to keep them Awake. They are bred 
up to that Buſineſs, and it goes on from Fa- 
ther to Son , they are taught to walk at a 
good round Rate with the ſame Breath at 
eight Year old. In the Indies,” the King's 
Packets are carried by two Expreſſes on 
Horſe · back, riding full Gallop, who are re- 
lie ved every two Leagues; they carry the 
Packet openly on their Head ; one may hear 
them coming by their Bells, as well as a 

Poſt-Boy by his Horn, and when they have 
lighted off their Horſe, they throw them- 
ſelves flat on the Ground, and two Men 
ſtanding ready, take the Packet, and carry 
it away in the ſame Manner. 

I have obſerv'd elſewhere, that in Perf, 
they ſign no Bills, Bonds, or other Writings; 
but that inſtead of it they ſet their Seal to 
them ;; at the top of the Paper they write 
their Name, and their Sirname, which is 
always the Father's proper Name, and then 
Seal it at the bottom, as I have ſaid, ' in the 
Preſence of Witneſſes, who atteſt it with 
their Seals alſo : In that Manner do the Mer- 
chants make their Writings: and altho in 
moſt Caſes the Contracts made withou f due 
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Form of Law be void, yet amongſt Mer- 
chants they remain in full Force, the Secu - 
lar Power ratifies them. The Uſe of Sure- 
ties is very common amongſt them, they call 
it in their Language, putting oneſelf in the 
Room of the Perſon Bound. When they ask 
a Poor Man for a Bail, and he is not able to 
give one, he anſwers, Iman rezza, or ſuch 
like Saint, who comes next in their Head, is 
my Bail. 1 Wi. 
All Payments are made in Silver, Gold is 
not Curtent in Trade Their Money Bags 
hold fifty Tomans a- Piece, which come to 
two thouſand five hundered Abaſſes, or 
eighteen Penny Pieces of French Money, 
without any Mixture of the Rinds ; thoſe 
Silver Bags are long and narrow, and made 
of Leather, for the Conveniency of Carriage; 
they do not tell their Silver, but weigh it by 
the Weight of a Toman, worth fifty Abaſſts, 
or eighteen Penny Pieces; thus they never 
miſs-reckon; for they lay the weighed Pieces 
by one another, five Tomans in a Heap, or 
ten in a Heap, ſo that tis impoſſible to 
Miſtake, as you ſee. I was mightily taken 
with that Method, becaufe tis ſafe,” and 
ſaves time, but ehieſly, becauſe it prevents 
taking of bad Money; for if there be a 
Clipt or falſe Piece in the Bag, tis certainly 
found out by the Weight in that Manner; 
| they take the light Parcel of the yalue of fifty 
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Tomans. as has been ſaid; and put it in che 
Scales, five and twenty Tomans in each Scale, 
then they divide again into two Parts, the 


light Half, lay ing twelve Pieces in each Scale, 


and the odd Piece by it:ſelf, then they divide 


the light Parcel again into fix, then into 


three, till they bave found the naughty Piece, 
which is an infallible way, as you ſee, and 
they do it preſently. 

I have obſerv'd in another Place, that 


the Perſians never tear the Paper, after the 


return of a Bond, or any other Inſtrument; 
they take off the Seal with a Penknife, then 


dip it in Water, and make a little Ball of it, 


which they (tuff into à Hole, here it wears 
ont, and turns to Duſt. 

Tadd to this Chapter the Deſeription of 
Weights and Meaſures, and of the Perſian 


Coins. 
The common Weight is of two ſorts, the 


Civil Weigbt, and the Legal Werg ht q the Le- 


gal Weight, which they call jm , and 


which is like the Weight of the Sandtuary, 


according to the Uſe of the Hebrews, weighs 


commonly double the Civil Wenght. - They 
have like us, different Weights for Phyficþ, and 
Precious Stones, from the' Common Weights ; 
2 Civil Weight i is alſo of two ſorts,” the 
ings Weight and the Taurit Weigbt, as they 
call it z the King Wezbt, or ** Great 
Weight, weighs edge as much more as the 
A * 1 ofher 5 
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the other; they call their Common Weight 
as we ſay a Pound, Mau, and al ſo Batman; the 
ſmall Weight-Man, comes to five Pound four- 
teen Ounces, of Paris-Weight ; their way of 
dividing it is as follows, The Ratel, which 
is the fixth Part of a Man, and like our 
Pound Weight, and the Derbam, or Drachm, 
which is the ſiftieth Part of a Pound, the 
Meſcal, which is half a Derbam, the Dung, 
which is the ſixth Part of a Meſcal, and 
comes to eight Grains of Carat Weight ; and 
the Barly Corn, which is the fourth Part of 
a Dung. The Eaſtern Weights are all redu- 
ced to the Barley Corn, which is probably 
the firſt Weight of the World. One finds in 
their Books a Weight call'd Vakie, which 
ſhould bean Ounce, ſuch as ours is, and ano- 
ther bigger Weight, call'd Sab Cheray, con- 
taining eleven hundred and ſeventy Der- 
bem ; tis by that Weight they pay the Tythes, 
and Alms of Precept. You muſt Note, that 
the Word Dang, ſignifies not only a 
Weight, but alſo a Piece of Money, which 
weighs twelve Grains only. 1 

I ſhall take Notice here, that the Perſians 
have ſeveral Names of Weights like ours 
which perſwades me, that both they a 
we have borrowed them of the Arabian: 
Ratel is the Weight call'd in Latin, Rofulus; 
Dinar in Perſgan, and Denier in French, are 
of the ſame Value. The Perſſan Word, 
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Derbem, which is the third Part of an Ounce, 
is near the ſame thing as Drachme in French, 
which is the eight Part of it, Note alſo, 
that Derhem in the Perſian Books is taken for 
a Piece of Silver worth thirty De niert. 
There are rwo ſorts of Ells, the Royal Ell, 
which is three Foot long, wanting an Inch, 
and the Short Ell, or Guezemonkeſſer, as they 
| call it, which is but as long as two thirds of 
NM the other. The Geometrical Mzaſure is call'd 
Girib; the Land is Meaſur'd by no other 
Meaſure ; and the Grr;b contains a thouſand 
and ſixty fix Square Els, each EU contain- 
Ig thirty five Royal Inches; that is, that 
the fide of the Girib is two and thirty Gue- 
Zes long, and two thirds. The Carpets that 
are ſold by the Ell are meaſur'd alſo by 
the Square Elle, Multiplying the Length by 
the Breadth, which the Perſians call Ell by 
Ell: For Inſtance, if a Floor Carpet is twelve 
Eilts long, and three broad, they ſay, three 
times twelve is ſix and thirty; they reckon 
o in ſeveral Parts of Europe, and probably 
that Method came out of the EA, with the 
Manufacture of Carpets. | 


| Te Perſians. have no Meaſure for dry 
| 


Goods, ſuch as a Buſhel, becauſe they ſell 
every Thing by Weight, even Liquors they 
have no Meaſare; neither for Time and Uſe, 
neither Clocks nor San-dials, as | have ſaid 
already; they divide the Day into eight 
Ls bo; le. Parts, 
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Parts, moſt of which the Mabometan Prieſts 
give Notice of in Towns, by calling People 
to Prayer. A TOS 
- The Perſian League is called Fars Seng, 
i. e. — Stone; which Herodotus, and 
other Greek Authors, who have writ the 
Perſian Hiſtory, call Paraſange, which is 
no great Alteration. The Pronunciation of 
the F and the p, being moſt Uniſon. It 
appears from the ſignification of the Word 
fars ſeng, that formerly the Leagues were 
mark'd with great and high Stones, both in 
the Eaſt and Weſt : All Learned Men know, 
that in the Latin Tongue, the Word Stone 
is always uſed inſtead of the Word League, 
Ad primum vel ſecundum 1 i. e. to 
the firſt or ſecond League. Herodotus ſaith, 
that the Paraſangue contains thirty Furlongs 
long, which would come to two French 
Leagues, at the rate of twelve thouſand Foot 
in a League, The 1 make it fix thou- 
ſand Paces long, or Endaxe, which is the 
Perſſan Word for Pace: That word ſignifies 
likewiſe Caſt, to intimate that a Pace is made 
by caſting the Body forward. The fars ſeng, 
or Paraſangue, is moſtly the ſame through- 
out the whole Perſar Empire, 

As to the Perſian Money, the Perſians call 
all ſorts of Coins Zer, which ſigniſies properly 
Gold ; for Zim, in their Language, is the 
word they call Silver by. They Fiinguifh 
the Silver Money by the word Dirbem, or 
(Th © Drachw 
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Drechm, and the Gold Money by the word 
Diner or Denier, They reckon by Dinar 
Biſty, and Tomans, tho they have no Coin 
ſo. called, they being only Denominations. 
By the word Dinar is underſtood Silver in 
General. Dinar in a particular Signification, 
is equivalent to a French Denier; and doubt- 
leſs the word Denier, which occurs in moſt 
of our European Tongues, in Greek and Latin, 
comes from the word Dinar, which is a Term 
found in all the Eaſtern Dialects, as far as 
the Indies, as I obſerved juſt now. There 
is the common Dinar, and the legal Dinar, 
Or: Cheray, as I have explained it above: 
And the Dizar Cheray, ſigniſies the Weight 
and Value of a Durat, or of the Gold Crown 
Niece: They uſe the legal Denier but in Books 
of Accompts. One Biſty make ten Dinars 
or Deniers; and one 7 oman makes ten thou- 
fand Dinars. Their current Coins are of 
Silver, which is, or ought to be, according 


to the Standard of Spaniſb Silver. The Chaye, 


which is the loweſt Silver Coin, is worth 
four Pence Half-penny of French Maney. 
The Mamondy, which is worth two Chayes, 
is worth Nine-pence. The Abaſſi is worth 
four Chayez, arid the Tomar is worth fifty 
WHbeſſes,. or ten thouſand..Dinars. © Toman is 
a word of the Tuabecł Language, which 6g- 
niſies ten Thouſand, being equivalent to the 
Turm MHriade: among the Greeks, The 
ain | | ands 
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ſands, as we do by Batallions: Their Camp 
is therefore divided into ten Thouſand effe« 
ive Men bearing Arms, and they "expreſs 


the Grandure of à Prince, by the Number 
of Tomans he Kory under him. The Town 
which Xerxes bufit in Syria, and call'd' by” 
the Name of Mynandre, had its Deno- 


mination, upon the Account of its prodi- 
gious Armies, which they reckon'd by ten 
thouſands, as they do now by Battallions, 
and Squadrons. ey have alſo other Brafs 
Coins, viz. the Gerbequs, a Word com 
pounded of Ras, Money, from whenee came 
Kaſne, a Treaſure $\ and of Becklord, as tho 
one ſaid, the King'sGoin, and that Piece is the 
tenth Part of a Chaye ; but they have no 
Gold Money; for theſe. Pieces of Gold, 
Stampt with the King's Effigie, and coined at 
his Acceſſion to the Throne, and on New. 
Years Day, which are of the ſame Weight 
as the German Dutkat, are not current among 
the People any more than Counters are cur- 
rent in France; beſides, thoſe Pieces of Gold 
have no proper Name; the Perſians call 
them commonly Tela, i. e. Pieces of Gold; 
they are call'd alſo Cherraſis, i. e. Nobles, by 
Reaſon of their Value, 

Formerly there was no other Coin in 
the Kingdom but Silver Beſtir, which 
are worth two and twenty Demers, and 
thoſe four Pence half Penny Pieces, vo 
Sid eÞ”, 4 „ 4 8 „ 53 they 


ew” 2 4 N _ S 5 . — 92 # ** 3 * ” . — ors " 
= ” N o » ” —— ' ia % { 
$32 4 General Deſcription of PERSIA. \) 


— 


they call'd | Chaye, i. e. Royal. But after- 
wards, and in the time of the Sultan Maß- 
g#0ud, about four hundred Years ago, the 
Money encrealing, they Coined Double 
Ghayez, called Maymonays, from the Name 
of the Sovereign. Abas the Great being in- 
augurated King, and Perſſa abounding with 
Silver and Trade, he order d Double May- 
momdys tobe Coined, which were called by 
his Name, Abaſts and Mamondys and half; 
which. they call Abaſſis of five Chayex: They 
Coin ſometimes Pieces of Double five Chayesz, 
and Pieces of five Abaſſzs, but tis only out 
of Curioſity ; they are not current in Trade. 
There is a Coin all along the Perſſan Gulf, 
called Larint, which is the moſt common in 
Trade. Larius ſignifies Coin of Lar, which 
is the Capital of Caramania Deſerta; which 
was a diſtin - Kingdom before A4bas the 
Great, King of Perſia, who Conquer d it, 
zoin d it to his Kingdom about ſix ſcore Years 
ago. That piece of Money is of good Silver, 
and is worth two Chayez and half, which 
comes to eleven Pence and three Denters of 
French Money: The mark of it is very ex- 
traordinary, being a round Wire of the bigs 
neſs of a Quill folded in two, and an Inch 
Jong, with a ſmall Mark on it, which is the 
Prince's Stamp. None having been Coined 
fince that Conqueſt, is the reaſon they are 
now very ſcarce. They do never ng 
__ 5 reckon 
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reckon by that Coin in all that Country, and 
in the Indies, along the Gulf of Gambay, 
and in the Neighbouring Parts. They ſay, 
that formerly ir was current throughout 
all the Eaſt. The Perſian Money is made 
with a Hammer, they are not acquainted 
with the Mill. The Money weighs exactly 
the ſame alike in all Parts. There are coin- 
ing-Houſes ; the charge of coining is greater 
than in any other part of the World, for it 
amounts to ſeven and a half per Cent. The 
Stamp of the Money, like that of the Great 
Seal of the Kingdom, repreſents in the mid- 
dle of one of the Sides, the Perſian Belief in 
theſe Words; There 3s no God, but God. 
Mahammed i God's Prophet; Aly is God's 
Vicegerent, and the Names of the twelve 
Iman round it; and on the other fide the 
Name of the King, of the Place and of the 
Year, The Copper Mony has on one ſide 
the Perſian Hyerogliphick, viz, A Lyon with 
a riſing Sun on his Back; and on the other 
fide, the Time and the Name of the Place 
where the Money was coined. 
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